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CHAP. : XV. 


Singular converfation with Linguet.—His 
propofal of fending M. Duchilleau to St. 

_ Domingo.—Conditions propofed by Ma- 

~ dame Duchilleau.—Linguet’s denunciation 
againft me in the affembly.—Senfibility of 
the king.—Proof of his fidelity to the con- 
Sfritution—M. de Narbonne.—Charaéer- 
otic traits refpetting the king. 


HE applaufe which my difcourfe on 
SG the difafters of St. Domingo obtained 
in the affembly did not prevent its dif- 
pleafing the partifans of the liberty of the 
blacks, particularly Briffot and Condorcet, 
whofe opinions, without naming the men, 
I had refuted in -fuch a-manner as to 
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make their abfurdity evident to the ma- 
jority of the aflembly. This was a flight 
revenge for the farcafms which daily ap- 
peared againft me in both their Journals: 
but I irritated my accufers ftill more, by 
the obfervation which terminated my dif- 
courfe, which was an attack fo dired, as to | 
fix all eyes upon them. 

The day after I had pronounced that dif- 
courfe, which had in fome degree re-efta- 
blifhed my credit, a perfon, who would not 
tell his name, demanded a fhort audience of 
me, ‘‘ to communicate things of the ut- 
moft importance.” As my prefent fitua- 
tion exaéted of me to be upon my guard 
againtt fuch vifits, I did not choofe to re- 
ceive him in my clofet, and I went into my 
faloon, that I might be nearer the anti- 
chamber where my domeftics were. I 
found a little man, ill drefled, and of no 
very agreeable countenance. Advancing 
towards him, “Is it you, fir,” faid I, “who 
had things of importance to communicate 
to me?” . f 

“Yes, fir, itis me.’ 


Well, 
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** Well, upon what fubje&t ?” faid I. 

** ‘To render you the greateft poffible fer- 
vice,” returned he; “ for you will furely 
confider as fuch my indicating to you the 
only means of re-eftablifhing good order 
and peace in St. Domingo?” 

“* Yes, certainly,” faid I. 

“* Well, fir, I bring you thefe means,” 
returned he. 

“If they are as certain as you fay—” 

“¢ Jf they are as certain!” continued he. 
‘Do you think that if they were not, I 
would have quitted my country refidence 
to come and lofe my time here, in conver- 
fation with you, and make you lofe your’s 
alfo? Yes, fir, the means I have to pro-: 
pofe are certain, and very certain. I do 
not pretend to inform you, fir,” continued’ 
he, “ that it is to the weaknefs of M.. 
Blanchelande that all the evil is to be attri- 
buted. You would not, perhaps, acknow-, 
ledge this, becaufe you are a minifter, con- 
fequently may think yourfelf entitled to 
diflemble, and to hold a language contrary 

B 2 to 
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to your real fentiments: but it is fufficient 
for me that I know what muft be. your 
opinion of -M. Blanchelande. Iam con-~ 
vinced, that if you could at this moment 
Jay your hands upon a man of a fuperior 
character,” added he, with exultation, ‘* one | 
already known at St. Domingo, for his 
eriergy, his firmnefs, and his juftice, gene- 
rally efteemed, refpeCed, and feared by the 
blacks, the whites, and men of all colours, 
capable of overawing by his prefence alone; 
if you knew of fuch a man, I repeat it, 
would you not be happy to be enabled to 
fend him immediately to thatifland? Well, 
fir, it is this very man whom I come to 
offer you. Ido not mean myfelf, but my 
fecond felf, M. Duchilleau, my intimate 
friend. He is at this moment about a hun- 
dred leagues from Paris, and certainly has 
no idea that I am fpeaking to you of him. 
Thave not yet wrote to him upon the fub- 
je. | Your difcourfe in the affembly yef- 
terday fuggefted the idea. I am even not 
very certain that he would accept the fitua- 
: tion, 
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tion, unlefs I ufe all my influence to deter- 
mine him, and alfo promife to accompan 
him.” ; 

My aftonifhment prevented my -inter- 
rupting the man’s volubility. At laft, hav- 
ing a little recovered myfelf, I afked him, 
** Pray, fir, in what quality do you propofe 
to accompany M. Duchilleau? As his aid- 
de-camp ?” 

** His aid-de-camp!” replied he. “* You 
may fee, fir, that I am neither of an age, 
nor have I the appearance, furely, of anaid- 
de-camp. Befides, itis not my line. But 
here is the point: Duchilleau, who is per- 
haps the beft governor for the colonies that 
we have had for a long time, perfe@tly un- 
derftands all which concerns the military 
department: but he underftands nothing of 
the civil adminiftration ; andit is that which 
I fhall take upon myfelf.” 

“ Very well,” faid I, {miling ; “ but itis 
neceflary that I fhould know your name.” 

** For what purpofe? Is not my pro- 
pofal good enough for my name to be dif- 
penfed with ?” | 
Ee B3 € Inda 
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“ 1 do not fay the contrary,” refumed f: 
“ but do you think that 1 can propofe to the 
king to fend an anonymous perfon to the 
intendance of St: Domingo?” 

Well, fir, my name is Linguet.” 

“O,M. Linguet, Iam very happy to fee 
you.” 3 | 
“But, my propofal,” refumed he: “ what 
think you of it? You feem to laugh.” 

“ That does not prevent me,” anfwered 
I, “from giving it juft weight. I promife 
you to lay it before the king, who knows 
M. Duchilleau a great deal better than I 
do.” ' 
“ But if you laugh,” faid he, “* when you 
mention it to the king, he will laugh alfo-; 
and your affair will fail. I call it your af-_ 
fair, and not M. Duchilleau’s and mine, for 
on our part it is a facrifice.” 

I wifhed him good morning, and affured 
him that I would fpeak to the king with all 
the ferioufnefs that the cafe required. _ 

T received, the fame day, a note from 
Madame Duchilleau, requefting a rendez- 
vous for next day, which I gave her. I 

| fuppofed 
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{uppofed that Linguet had given her an 
account of our converfation, and that what 
fhe had to. fay was in confequence of it. 
She was very exa& in coming at the hour 
Thad appointed. She told me that the was 
informed of her hufband’s having been 

thought of for the gevernment of St. Do- 
mingo ; and as he was not then in Paris, fhe 
came, in his name, to talk with me upon 

the fubject, knowing perfectly well the 
only conditions on which, he would ac- 
cept of that fituation. I anfwered, “ that 

I did not know of M. Duchilleau’s having 

been thought of for the government of St. 
Domingo ; that it was true Linguet had 
mentioned it to me the preceding morn- 
ing, but that the king had never faid a 
word upon the fubje&. However, (I 
added,) as his majefty may poflibly have 
an eye to M. Duchilleau, fhe might, if fhe 
pleafed, inform me of the conditions upon 
which he would accept of it.’ She then 
drew out of her pocket a memorandum of 
four pages, which fhe read, and left with 
me. The principal conditions were, Firft, 

The payment of debts contraéted by M. ‘ 

BA Duchilleau, 
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Duchilleau, in confequence of the loffes he 
had fuftained by being fuddenly difmiffed 
from that government. Thefe were efti- 
mated at 300,000 livres. “Secondly, The 
expence of his voyage and eftablifhment, 
200,000. Thirdly, Annual falary as go- 
vernor, 300,000. Fourthly, The cordon 
rouge. Fifthly, The power of changing and 
replacing all civil and military officers. 
Sixthly, Carte blanche with regard to his 
manner of conducting his adminiftration, 
&c. &e. | 

However valuable the fervices of M. Du- 
chilleau might be, the new regulations did 
not permit their being purchafed at the 
high price that his wife fet upon them ; 
and fhe aflured me that fhe pofitively would 
not make the leaft abatement in her de- 
mands. ‘Therefore the account I gave of 
thefe conditions to the council ferved only 
to fhew the high opinion fhe entertained of 
her hufband’s merit, againft which I am 
far from raifing any doubt. I was not ac- 
quainted with M. Duchilleau; was but 
imperfeGly informed of the fituation in 
which the ifland was, when he was at.St. 


Domingo ; 
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Domingo; and I was entirely ignorant of 
the motives of his recall. 

Linguet was enraged at the bad fuccefs of 
his propofals, and endeavoured to revenge 
himfelf, by taking upon him to bring for- 
ward a moft indecent and ridiculous accu- 
fation againft me in the aflembly. Two of 
the keepers of the magazines at Trinco- 
male in the Eaft Indies, having been con- 
victed of embezzlement tothe value of more 
than a million of livres, were ordered to be 
arrefted, and fent for trial to France. The 
documents relating to this affair had been 
tranfmitted to the minifter of the marine; 
"and there was a paper amongft them, writ- 
ten and figned by both of the accufers, in 
which they confeffed that they were guilty 
of embezzlement to a certain extent, butthat 
the value of the effe@s which they had em- 
bezzled did not amount to more than 300,000 
livres. Thefe two men, whofe names were 
Labadie and Gallet, on their arrival in 
France, had been lodged in the prifon at 
_ Breft, at the beginning of the revolution ; 

and the more important affairs with which 


the 
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the minifters were at-that time occupied 
had, very fortunately for the criminals, 
prevented the profecution of their trial. As 
they were convinced that they could not 
efcape a capital condemnation, they took 
care not to’complain of the flownefs of the 
proceedings. Upon the fuppreflion of the 
ancient courts of juftice, and the eftablifh- 
ment of new judges, this affair was carried 
before the tribunal of the diftri€t of Quim- 
per. By means of money and intrigue the 
prifoners contrived to bring on their trials 
in 1791, without the knowledge of govern- 
ment ; confequently the papers which were 
in my office, relative to this affair, were not 
produced againft them ; and the court, find- 
ing no proof of their guilt, entirely ac- 
quitted them. 

The prifoners being thus fet at liberty, 
kept themfelves very quiet, and never 
fought to take advantage of their acquittal 
until the affembly took under their pro- 
tection about twenty feditious fellows, 
whom M, de Frefné, governor of Pondi- 
cherry, had fent backto France. A decree 

6 oa anes 
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was pronounced in juftification of thofe 
twenty perfons, attributing their condu@ 
to the zeal of patriotifm ; and an order was 
given that they might be tranfmitted back 
to India at the public expence. 

The keepers of the magazine of Trinco- 
male imagined that this decree might pof- 
' fibly include them,’and came to me, repre- 
fenting themfelves 2s victims of defpotifm ; 
and not only demanded to participate in 
the benefits of the decree, but alfo claimed 
the fum of 150,000 livres, as an indemnifi- 
cation for their long and unjuft detention. 
The firft time they came to my levee, to 
prefent their memorial, I was ignorant of 
the bufinefs: but I told them, “ that I 
could not take upon me to comprehend 
them in the decree, as the perfons in whofe 
favour it was iflued were particularly 
named ; and that there were no fuch names 
as Labadie or Gallet in the lift. That with 
refpect to the indemnification they claimed, 
I would examine their right to it, and do 


them juftice,”’ 


They 
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They returned in about a week after ; 
and though they had been informed, in my 
office, that the papers containing the proofs 
avainft them were under my examination, 
they had the effrontery ftill to claim an in- 
demnification. 

‘‘ Are you in your fenfes ?” Gig 5 with 
indignation, and loud enough to be heard 
by all the people who had come to my 
jevee. 

“Yes, Ur, « 1aid Kiet rather embarrafled 
by my queftion. 

“ And do you imagine,” refumed I, 
* that I am fo little in poffeffion of mine, 
as to grant fifty thoufand crowns of indem- 
nification to people who have only been 
done injuftice to in not having been hanged 
according to their deferts ?” 

“« How, fir! Were we not acquitted ?”’ 

* You were fo.” rephedil, “ hut only 
becaufe the papers of which I am in pof- 
feflion, containing the proofs againft you, 
were not produced. But here they are ; 
and you may depend upon it I fhall order 
the matter to be revifed, and we hall then 


fee 
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fee what is due to you for having ftole from 
government, according to your own cons 
feffion, to the amount of 300,000 livres.” 
This {peech rather confounded them. 
They retired, threatening to complain to 
the aflembly of my minifterial defpotifm, 
of my harfhnefs, &c. The firft ftep they 
took was to confult Linguet, who, with 
the utmoft alacrity, undertook their de- 
fence. He prepared a long difcourfe, in 
the form of a petition, which was an- 
nounced to the aflembly as a capital accufa- 
tion againft me. This was fufficient to 
obtain him permiffion to fpeak as foon as 
he prefented himfelf at the bar, and to gain 
him the fupport of all my enemies in the 
aflembly. 
Having fixed, with Linguet, on the day 
on which he was to bring his accufation, 
they adviled him ‘not to appear until the 
evening meeting, becaufe it was generally 
lefs punctually attended than thofe of the 
morning ; and it would therefore be eafier 
to bring a majority. According to this 
arrangement, Linguet appeared in the af- 
fembly 
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fembly at the evening fitting, and took his 
place at the bar betwixt his two clients. 
Having obtained permiffion to {peak, he 
began his difcourfe with a very long and 
circumftantial account of our firft fettle- 
ments in India. He enlarged, with great 
emphafis and gefticulation, upon the vices 
of their adminiftration, upon the incapacity 
and defpotifm of the agents of government, 
&c. The aflembly fhewed fymptoms of 
impatience at an harangue fo little to the 
point. Linguet continued, without mercy. 
At laft, they were fo worn out, that they 
uttered deep groans; fome yawned aloud; 
one called out, “ aw deluge avocat*!” others, 
“to the point; for heaven’s fake, to the 
point.” Linguet, irritated at this infult, 
only anfwered by looks of indignation, 
which he darted on all fides againft the ex- 
claimers. The prefident’s bell at laft re- 
eftablithed filence, and Linguet again took 
up the thread of his difcourfe; but at fo 
early a period of our fettlement, that the. 


* Vide Les Plaideurs, a comedy of Racine 
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patience of the members being exhatfted, 
the cry “ax deluge avocat! au deluge!” was 
renewed with fuch vehemence, that the 
prefident thought proper to requeft of M. 
Linguet to adhere to the matter contained in 
his petition. 

“ T know better than any one,” anfwered 
M. Linguet, with a very ftately air, “upon 
what the intereft of my clients exaéts that 
I fhould {peak, and on what I ought to be 
filent. You fhall hear all.or nothing.” — 

* Nothing, nothing, nothing,” was 
echoed from all fides. It was evident that 
the nothings had it. The prefident granted 
to the petitioners the honours of the /eance, 
and told them to leave their petition at the 
“bar. 

“No, M. le Prefident,” anfwered Lin- 
euet, in rage; “ Tthall carry off my dif- 

«courfe, fince the affembly will not liften to 
it; and as for the honours of the fitting, I 
thank-you, but I have fomething elfe to do.” 

Saying this, he retreated in a fury, tear- 
ing his papers to pieces, to the great ‘mirth. 
of the audience, 


When 
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When’ I came to the council, I was 
‘informed of every circumftance of this 
fcene, which I related to the king, who 
was the more pleafed with the ludicrous ca- 
-taftrophe, becaufe he had been apprehenfive 
of fome troublefome confequence to me 
from this manceuvre. 

In this fame council we were witnefles 
to a fcene of a very different nature, much 
too interefting to be paffed over in filence. 
M. Cahier de Gerville read aloud the fketch 
| orrough draught ofa proclamation he pro- 
pofed, relatiye to the aflaffination, pillaging, 
and other a¢ts of violence, at that time 
very frequent; particularly againft the no- 
bility, on the pretext of ariftocracy, &c. 
In the propofed proclamation was the fol- 
lowing fentence, “ Thofe diforders interrupt 
the happine/s we at prefent enjoy.” He had 
no fooner pronounced it than the king faid, 
“ That fentence muft be altered.” 

M. de Gerville having read the expref- 
fion again, replied, “I perceive nothing, 
that requires to be altered, fire.” 


Me Do 


PRIVATE MEMOIRS. ry 


** Do not make me {peak of my happi= 
nefs,” refumed his majefty, with ethotion. 
*“{ cannot authorize fuch a falfehood. 
How can I be happy, M. de Gerville, ata 
time when nobody is happy in France? 
No, fir, the French ate wot happy: I fee it 
but too well. They will be fo, I hope; 
and I wifh it very ardently. When that 
time arrives, I alfo fhall be happy, and 
fhall then be able, with truth, to declare 
it.” 

Thefe words, which the king uttered 
with a faultering voice, made a lively im- 
preflion upon us, and was followed by a 
general filence, which prevailed fome mi- 
nutes; His majefty being apprehenfive 
that thofe marks of fenfibility, which he 
had not been able to reprefs, would raife a 
fufpicion againft his attachment to the con- 
ftitution, feized an opportunity, which M. 
de Gerville afforded him a few minutes 
after, of fhowing that he was determined 
to adhere very fcrupuloufly to his engage- 
ments in fupport of it; for in an affair re- 
ported by M. de Gerville, he pronounced 

VOL. II, Cc aD 
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an opinion more ftrictly conformable to the — 
letter of the conftitution than that of the 
minifter himfelf. The particulars of this I 
need not give at prefent, as they muft ap- 
pear hereafter, in the account of my admi- 
niftration which I laid before the aflembly, 
upon my difmiffion. 

As M. de Gerville was more enthufiaft- 
ically fond of the conftitution than any one 
of the conncil, he was confounded and 
rather abafhed to find that the king was in- 
clined to adhere to it more fcrupuloufly 
than himfelf. 

.. The folemnity of this meeting was fome- 

what interrupted Ly a little incident, of 
which I fhould have taken no notice, had 
_ it not been for the pleafantry or jeu de mots 
it occafioned from M. de Narbonne. 

While the king was raifing himfelf frons 
his chair, and reaching acrofs the table for a 
pen, a noife of an equivocal nature, pro= 
bably proceeding from the movement of 
the chair, was fo diftinélly heard as to dif- 
concert a little every perfon prefent,. who, 
after. ftaring, with an air of furprize, in one 


another’s 
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another’s faces, as if they had meant to 
plead not guilty, refumed the confideration 
of the bufinefs before them. The council 
being over, the minifters went to the room 
in the palace appointed for their committees. 
The feeling manner in which the king had 
exprefled his own unhappinefs, and his con- 
cern for that of the nation, had made fo 
deep an impreffion, that we could fpeak of 
nothing but of his virtues. M. de Narbonne, 
{peaking ‘in his turn, faid, with the moft fe- 
rious air imaginable, “‘ Gentlemen, I par- 
take very fincerely your refpe&t and ad. 
miration of the king’s good qualities: but 
neverthelefs, as we are not the only perfons 
his majefty confults, it will be prudent in 
us to be on our guard, more efpecially after 
what we have juft heard in the council ; and 
refleCting on the whole with coolnefs, it 
may naturally be fufpected that the king is 
more ready than ever de nous peter dans le 
main *. 

* A common French phrafe, ufed when a perfon wifhes 


to deceive you, or efcape from you; but the double mean- 
ing is entirely loft.in the tranflation. 
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This excited fo much mirth in the com-~ 
mittee, that it was impoflible to think of 
any bufinefs that day. | 

It was a remarkable feature in the king’s 
charaéter, which particularly fhowed the 
turn of his mind, that his natural timidity, 
and the difficulty he found in exprefling 
his ideas, never appeared when religion, 
the relief of the people, or the happinefs of 
France, were in queftion. Upon thefe oc- 

‘cafions he always delivered himfelf with an 
energy and facility which never failed to 
aftonifh the new minifters, who were pre- 
pofleffed with the prevailing opinion of the 
king’s narrow capacity. I do not pretend 
to affert that Lewis the Sixteenth was a 
great genius ; but of this Iam certain, that 
his natural capacity was very far above me- 
diocrity ; and that had it been cultivated 
by an education well calculated for hisfu- | 
ture rank in life, he would have been clafled 
among the beft and ableft of our kings. 
We had daily opportunities of feeing him 

_ give what has been generally confidered as 

proofs of an active and comprehenfive 
mind, 
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mind. While he was reading letters, or 
memorials, or new{fpapers, he could, at the 
fame time, attend to the difcuffions of 
~ the couneil with fuch diftin@inefs and dif- 
crimination as enabled him to underftand 
the whole ; as afterwards appeared, by the 
account he gave of what he read and had 
heard. A ftriking inftance of this occurred 
one day, on which ‘he had read feveral me- 
morials, and letters, and journals, while the 
minifters were making reports on the affairs 
of their departments, and particularly while 
M. Cahier de Gerville made one, on a quef- 
tion of fome delicacy, after which the de- 
cifion was poftponed for eight days: but 
when that minifter, in making his fecond 
report, happened to omit an effential cir- 
cumftance which had been in the firft, the 
king direCtly put him in mind of it, to the 
aftonifhment of us all, who had believed 
that he had been too much occupied with 
the memorials and letters, becaufe he had, 
' at the time, made pertinent obfervations on 
them. What is certain is, that none of us 
could contend with the king in point of 
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memory ; and his judgment was no lefs 
excellent. 

This I can affirm with truth, that during 
- all the time that I was in adminiftration, 
every paper of importance, of whatever 
kind, that was fubmitted to the king’s exa- 
mination, after it had been difcuffed in the 
council, was improved by the alterations his 
majefty fuggefted. 
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EDA sek Vii 


Meafures taken by the minifters to gain over 
the principal Fournalifts of Paris.—M. de 
Narbonne takes upon him to treat with 
Briffot and Condorcet.—Confequences of 
ibis negotiation. Atrocious imputations 
againft the king by Briffot, in the paper of 
the “28th of Fanuary.—TI denounce this 
paper in the council, and propofe that the 
author fhould be profecuted by the Accufa- 
teur Public.—The other miniflers think it 
ts better to defpife this infult.—I write to 
the king upon this fubjed.— Appearance of 
rupture with Algiers.—Rapid fuccefs of 
the meafures employed upon this occafion.— 
Remarkable offer of the Dey to the King.— 
Secret mefjage of Tippoo Satb,—His pre- 
Sents.—A converfation with the queen. 


TY" HE great influence which the Journals 
I had on the public opinion made the 
minifters think it of importance to infure 

C4 their 
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their filence, if they could not acquire their 
praife, This queftion was thoroughly dif- 
cufled in a committee of minifters, which 
was held at M. Cahier de Gerville’s. M. de 
Narbonne took it upon him to negotiate 
with Briffot, author of the paper intitled 
Le Patriote Frangois, and with Condorcet, 
author of La Chronique de Paris. ‘The re- 
fult of this negotiation was, that the two 
Journalifts praifed M. de Narbonne, and 
_attacked M. de Leflart and me with more 
virulence than ever. Weremarked this to 
M. de Narbonne, who anfwered, that he 
had expreffed his difpleafure at their con- 
duét, and that they daily gave him the 
moft pofitive aflurances that they would 
change their ftyle; and he promifed to 
fpeak to them again. _He did fo, without 
doubt, but with fo little effe@t, that Briffot, 
not contented with attacking the minifters 
in whom the king placed the greateft con- 
fidence, even pufhed his audacity the 
length of publithing the moft atrocious cay 
Jumnies againft his majefty, in his paper of 
the 28th of January. I denounced this 

paper 
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paper in the council, as an attempt of a 
criminal nature, which deferved exemplary 
punifhment: but the more antient mini- 
fters, and the king himfelf, accuftomed to 
def{pife pamphlets, put lefs importance upon 
it. They did not refleét, that although in 
times of tranquillity, and. under a well-re- 
gulated government, the infolence of a 
journalift may be fafely defpifed, yet in the 
prefent fituation of France, fuch an incen- 
diary publication kept up the ferment that 
already exifted in the minds of the popu- 
Jace, and tended to excite them to infur- 
rection, pillage, and murder; and the mode. 
{o long adopted, of defpifing the infults of 
‘the journalifts, only rendered them more 
-dangerous ; and fo multiplied them, that 
their punifhment became impoflible. I 
added, that with regard to his majefty, if he 
perfevered in thinking it beneath his dig- 
nity to take any notice of fuch calumnies, 
T had nothing more to fay: but as for my- 
felf, although I was willing, while the jour- 
nalifts confined themfelves to general abufe, 
to overlook and defpife it, yet when parti- 

culat 
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cular and fpecific facts were mentioned, if 
my rank as minifter prevented me from the 
right of difproving them, I fhould defire 
leave of the king to refign my fituation, 
and fubmit the cafe to a court of juftice, 
that the falfehood of the accufations might 
be made manifeft. The minifters admitted 
the force of this reafoning with tefpect to 
me, but faid it could not be applied to at- 
tacks made on the king, becaufe the confti- 
tution was completely filent as to any me~ 
thod of proceeding againft journalifts whe 
fhould venture to publith calumnies againft 
him, 
“ No exprefs law,” anfwered I, “ exift- 
ed in ancient Rome againft the crime of 
patticide, becaufe it had not entered into 
the mind of the legiflature that fuch a crime 
would be committed: but affuredly it was 
never meant by the Romans, that a for 
who murdered his father fhould pafs un- ~ 
punifhed. In my opinion, the filence of 
the conftitution on the crimte of calumni- 
ating the king, cannot be thought more fa= 

yourable to Briffot.” 
6 Never- 
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Neverthelefs, upon account of the deli- 
cate circumftances in which the king was 
placed, it was thought prudent to deliberate 
upon the moft proper manner of managing 
this affair, and therefore the minifters agreed 
to take it into confideration at a future 
meeting. 

The king was endowed with a very juft 
judgment, but unhappily of fo timid a dif 
pofition, and fo diftruftful of himfelf, that 
he was apt to prefer the opinions of weaker 
people to his own, and always adopted that 
of the majority of his council: but as I had 
more confidence in theking’s judgment than. 
in that of my colleagues, I never propofed 
any thing of importance, either in a com- 
mittee of the minifters, orin council, with- 
out having firft fubmitted it to his majefty’s 
examination. This I did upon the prefent 
occafion, as appears from the fubfequent 
letter, which I wrote the following day to 
his majefty, 

| ss January 31, 1792. 

“T have the honour to fubmit to your 
Rrascey the contents of a letter to the 

national | 
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national aflémbly,» re{pecting the execrable 
paper the Patriote, which appeared on 
Sunday, | 
..“¢ After mature confideration on the moft 
proper fteps to be taken, I am of opinion, 
that a denunciation made to the dccu/ateur 
Public by the minifters, either as agents of 
the executive power, or as citizens, might 
equally be confidered as irregular, becaufe 
the manner of proceeding is not clearly in- 
dicated in the conftitution : but it evidently 
lays the king under the obligation of em- 
ploying the power delegated to him for the 
maintenance of the conftitution, and in fup- 
port of the laws. This obligation com- 
prehends that of making the conftituted 
powers be refpected, and of requiring the 
execution of the feventeenth article 6f the 
fifth chapter of the conftitution. This ar- 
ticle neceflarily applies to the offence com- 
mitted by the author and printer of the 
paper intitled Le Patriote Francois; the 
king then may order the Accufateur Public 
to give them up tojuftice, Itmay even be 
maintained, with reafon, that his majefty’s 
oath 
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oath to the conflitution imports that very 
obligation; and as the motives which de- 
termine fuch a ftep are of confiderable im- 
portance, it would be proper for the king 
to inform the aflembly, by a letter exprefled 
in fuch a manner as would make a favour- 
able impreffion. I prefume that the letter, 
a copy of which I have the honour to tranf 
mit to. your majefty, will anfwer the pur- 
pofe. Your majefty will pleafe to let me 
know whether it has your approbation: if 
it has, I fhall lay it this evening before the 
committee.” 
His majefty fent me the following an- 
{wer : | 
“ Your advice feems to me good; and 
the letter alfo, excepting fome words, which 
muft be changed. But as this affair, which 
appears to me of a delicate nature, is not in 
your department, and as the order and the 
_ letter which you propofe muft be counter- 
figned by the minifter of juftice, I thall 
wait the determination of the committee *.”’ 
In 


* 66 Votre avis me paroit bon ; et la Jettre auffi, fauf quelques 
mots 2 changer. Mais comme cette aifaire, que je trouve déli- 
jest cate, 
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In this committee the minifters agreed 
that the form which I propofed was not 
contrary to the conftitution; but they 
thought that fo ftrong a meafure would be 
the means of informing France, and all Eu- 
rope, of a fact now known only to Brif- 
fot’s fubfcribers, and would give a kind of 
celebrity to that journalift, This was pof- 
fible ; but it was much more certain, that 
entirely overlooking his conduét would 
render him more audacious, and encourage 
others to imitate his example. This hap- 
pened accordingly ; for from that period 
the king was infulted in the moft revolting 
manner, by innumerable pamphlets, of 
which the people became the echo, and, by 
degrees, were emboldened to that degree, 
that crowds aflembled under the windows 
of the Thuilleries almoft every evening, 
and poured forth the grofleft abufe againft 
the king and royal family. | 


cate, n’eft pas de votre département, et que l’ordre et la lettre 


que vous propofés doivent étre contrefignés par le miniftre de 
la juttice, j’attendrai le refultat du comité.’? « 


At 
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At this period France was menaced with 

a rupture with the regency of Algiers. All 
the French who happened to be there were 
conveyed back.to Marfeilles; and by the 
fame tranfport, an order was fent to the Al- 
gerines to quit France immediately. The 
French conful at Algiers was confined to his 
houfe by the Dey’s orders, and expected 
every moment to be conduted to the 
gallies. The motive ofthis rupture was the 
pretended negligence of France, in fulfilling 
a promife which had been made to the 
Dey, of lending him a frigate for the pur- 
pofe of tranfporting his ambaflador to Con- 
ftantinople. Some agents of the court of 
‘Spain had excited this ftorm at Algiers, 
They perfuaded the Dey that the French 
revolution having annihilated the king’s au- 
thority, it was no longer in his power to 
fulfil his engagements; that the affembly, 
which reigned in his place, refpected none ; 
that the regency would have no fuch pro- 
ceedings to apprehend on the part of the 
court of Spain; and in order to convince 
the Dey, he was offered, in the name of his 
~ Catholic 
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Catholic majefty, a very fine Spanifh frigate 
and a corvette, which had juft then arrived at 
Algiers, with which he might, if he pleafed, 
convey his ambaflador to Conftantinople ; 
and in the mean time they begged that he 
would accept of a corvette as a prefent. 
Thefe offers, which the Dey readily accept- 
ed, determined him to break openly with 
France, imagining that he could brave its 
refentment with impunity *. 

I was informed of thefe oii Rass 
by a courier extraordinary, fent by the 
African Company of Marfeilles, who were 
greatly alarmed. I gave an account of them 
to the aflembly, as alfo the amicable means 
adopted by the king to obtain fatisfa&tion, 
and the vigorous meafures preparing, in cafe 
it was refufed. 

The frigate promifed to the Dey had 
been long ready in the port of Toulon, and 
its departure was only retarded in confe- 
quence of his own requeft that the com- 
mand. fhould be given to Captain Dou- 

* This was the account tranfmitted to me by the French 


conful at Alviers, 


’ mergue, 
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mergue, a man originally from France, but 
who had been long {fettled in Algiers, 
and was ftrongly protected by the Dey, 
who had an intereft in moft of his com- 
mercial fchemes. That he might turn fuch 
an opportunity to the greateft profit, Dou- 
mergue had come to France to provide an 
advantageous cargo ; and the time neceflary 
for this was the fole caufe of the frigate’s 
being fo long detained. But it was now 
fent off with the utmoft difpatch, under the 
command of an intelligent officer, who. had 
inftru€tions to explain the whole affair to 
the Dey, and to require fatisfa@tion for the 
infult which the French conful had receiv- 
ed. Captain Doumergue was fent with him, 
as an inconteftible witnefs of the truth of 
thefe facts. The winds being favourable, 
the voyage was fhort: but on their arrival 
before Algiers, the frigate was refufed en- 
trance into the harbour, by the exprefs 
command of the regency. Captain Dou- 
mergue was then fent afhore ina boat. He 
waited upon the Dey, had the order re- 
voked; and in lefs than two hours the 

VOR ri. D _ frigate 
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frigate failed into the harbour. The oflicet 
who commanded it foon obtained an audi- 
ence of the Dey, who was perfectly fatisfied 
with the explanation he received, and ac- 
knowledged he had been deceived, but 
threw the whole blame upon the French 
conful, who had allowed him to remain in 
error; and he demanded that he fhould be 
recalled. On the following day the com- 

- mander of the frigate was admitted to a 
fecond audience, and was received with 
diftinguifhed refpe&t. The Dey made him 
fit down by him, contrary to the ufual cuf- 
‘tom, and talked of the affairs of France, 
particularly of the fituation of the king, 
- with the moft lively intereft. He told him 
that he had given orders for fix Arabian 
horfes to be conveyed on board his fhip, as 
a prefent for his majefty; and that it was 
his intention to adhere to the treaty be- 
twixt France and Algiers; and in order to 
do honour to this miffion, he confented 
that the trade of France fhould this year 
draw from Algiers three veffels of grain 
over and above the number fixed by the 
laft 
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laft treaty. Next day the cotimander of 
the frigate took his leave, and the Dey 
gave him a letter for the king. This of- 
ficer fet fail for Toulon, where he arrived in 
a fhort time, as he had taken in the crofling 
betwixt Toulon and Algiers, fo that his 
miffion was fulfilled in lefs than eight days; 
and I had the fatisfaction of announcing to 
the aflembly the iffue, threé weeks after I 
had announced the rupture with Algiers. 

The rapidity and fuccefs of this negoci- 
ation excited fo great a furprife, that my 
enemies affected to believe the whole affair 
to be a romance, fabricated for the purpofe 
of diverting their attention from the de- 
nunciation againft me. And this opinion 
would probably have prevailed, if the 
Arabian horfes had not arrived, and if the 
deputies of the Bouches du Rhone had not 
been informed of the truth by their corre- 
fpondents. : 

In the Dey’s letter to his majefty, among 
many expreflions of friendfhip and good 


- will, he offered to affift the king to reduce 
p2 his 
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his rebellious fubje&ts, in order to reftore 
him to the poffeffion of his juft authority. 
It will eafily be believed, that in the tranf- 
lation of this letter, which I laid before the 
affembly, I took care to fupprefs this fen- 
tence, which I fhould have been fufpeéted 
of having fuggefted ; and it would certainly 
have been cited in the Journals as a proof 
of the exiftence of a horrible plot againft 
the liberty of the nation. | 

‘During the negociation with Algiers, a fe- 
cret meflage was fent to the king from Tip- 
poo Saéb, who demanded of the king 6000 


French troops, offering to pay their tranf-_ 


portation, cloathing, and maintenance. He 
was convinced, that with this affiftance he 
~ could deftroy the Englifh army and fettle- 
ments in India, and enfure the pofleffion to 
France. That nothing might tranfpire of 
this affair, Tippoo had not mentioned it in 
his council, and had fecretly negociated the 
bufinefs with M. de Frefne, governor of 
Pondicherry, through the means of M. Le- 
ger, adminifirateur civil of France in India, 

| . whe 
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who underftood the Perfian language, and 
who wrote the difpatches di@tated by Tip- 
poo relative to this embafly. M. Leger 
himfelf came from India to France with 
this meflage; and in order to conceal the 
real obje& of his voyage, fome time before 
he fet out he had declared that his private 
affairs would oblige him to return immedi- 
ately to France, 

As M. Leger was directed to the minifter 
of marine, I informed the king of Tippoo 
Satb’s propofal : but notwithftanding its ad- 
vantages, and although the infurreCtion of 
the negroes of St. Domingo rendered it ne- 
ceflary to fend a confiderable force there, 
under the pretence of which it would have 
been eafy to have fent to the Eaft Indies 
the 6000 men demanded by Tippoo, with- 
out raifing the fufpicion of the Englith 
government; the natural probity of the 
king’s mind would not permit him to adopt 
this meafure. ‘‘ This refembles,” faic he, 
“the affair of America, which I never 
think of without regret. My youth was 
taken advantage of at that time, and we 

D3 | fuffer 
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fuffer for itnow. The leffon is too fevere 
om $9 
n 


to be forgotte 
The meflage of Tippoo Saeb was accom= 
panied with prefents for the king and 
queen, Thofe deftined for the king con- 
fifted of an affortment of gold gauze, crim- 
fon filk ftuffs flowered with gold, painted 
linen for three Perfian dreffes, twelve pieces 
of white linen of the fineft quality, an ai- 
erette of bad diamonds, flat and yellow and 
ill fet, with a clafp ornamented in the fame 
tafte.’ The prefents for the queen were 
ftill lefs valuable, confifting merely of three 
bottles half full of Indian effences, of a very 
inferior quality, and a box of perfumed 
powder balls and {cented matches. When 
I prefented the ftuffs and diamonds to the 
king, he faid tome, laughing, ‘ What can 
I do with all this trumpery? It feems only 
proper to drefs updolls. But you have little 
girls; they may be pleafed with them. 
Give the whole to them.” 
* « Ceci reffembleroit beaucoup (dit il) a Paffaire d’A- 


merique, 4 la quelle je ne penfe jamais fans regret.’ On a un 
peu abufé de ma jeuneffe dans ce temps la; nous en portons 


la peine aujourdhui. La lecon eft trop forte pour V’oublier.”? 


But 
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*¢ But the diamonds, fire,” faid I. 

“O, they are mighty fine, to be fure,” 
added he, fmiling. ‘“ Perhaps you would 
have them placed among the jewels of the 
crown. Pray take them alfo, and wear 
them in your hat, if you pleafe.” 

The queen would receive only one bot- 
tle of the effence of rofes. She made mea 
prefent of the reft, faying, that fhe valued 
nothing which came from India, except the 
beautiful linen. Ithen begged fhe would 
permit me to prefent her with that which 
the king gave me the preceding day. 

“ Willingly,” faid the queen: “but I 
won't take it all) How many pieces are 
there ?” 

* Twelve, madam,” anfwered I. 

“ Well,” faid the, “bring me, at firft, 
two pieces, and I will fee whether they fuit 
me. Befides, you will by this means have 
an apparent motive of feeing me oftener, 
without raifing fufpicion that you come to 
the pretended Auftrian committee.” 

She then exprefled how much the king 
had been hurt by that atrocious calumny, 

D 4 which 
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which they daily endeavoured to confirm 
in the public papers by the moft abfurd 
falfehoods. 

During this converfation, the little Dau- 
_ phin, beautiful as an angel, was finging and 
fkipping about in the queen’s apartment, 
with a {mall wooden fabre and _fhield in his 
hand, which had been given him that day, 
They came to take him away to fupper, 
and in two bounds he was at the door. 

“ How now, my fon!” faid the queen ; 
** you are going without making a bow to 
M. Bertrand.” | 

“O, mamma,” faid he, {miling, and con- 
tinuing to jump, “ is not M. Bertrand one: 
of our friends? Good night, M. Ber- 
trand!”’ So faying, he bounded out of the 
room, 

“Ts he not very pretty ?”’ faid the queen, 
when he was.gone, “ Heis happy alfo in’ 
being fo young; for,’ added the, with a 
figh, “ he does not feel our forrows, and his 
gaiety does us good.” a 

Unable to fpeak, I wiped my eyes, and 
her majefty refumed, “ They harafs you 

, alfo, 
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alfo, M. Bertrand: but you pay no regard 
tothem, for they do not know the confti- 
tution fo well as you do. Are you not 
afraid, however, that thofe permiffions of 
abfence to navy officers, which you are ac- 
cufed of having granted in fuch profufion, 
will turn out ill? The king,’ continued 
fhe, “is really uneafy on that head.” 

«J am, afluredly, infinitely honoured,” 
replied I, “ and grateful for the intereft 
which the king and your majefty take in 
that accufation, which, however, is too ill- 
_ founded to give me any uneafinefs.” 

“ But, after all,’ refumed the queen, 
“how many have you granted ?” 

“ I cannot exactly tell,” anfwered I; 
“but I fhould think about a hundred. 
This, however, I do know for certain, that 
of all Ihave granted, there is not a fingle 
one which I would not grant again to-— 
' morrow; becaufe, in fpite of all the noife 
raifed by my accufers, every one of thofe 
permiffions have been granted Sealy 
to the exifting laws.” 


* Tam 
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“Tam happy,” anfwered fhe, “ to fee 
you inthis perfect fecurity: but be upon 
your guard againft their fecret malice, for 
your innogence will be no fecurity againft 
that.” 
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» CHAP... XVIL.s 


lnfulting letter from the prefident of the af- 
Sembly to the king, which his majefty fends 
to the minifterial committece.—Letier writ- 
ten by me, upon this occafion, to the king, —- 
Important meafures are taken to form a 
royalif? party in the affembly, which fail, 
through the indifcretion of M. de Nar- 
bonne.—.A divifion in the council.— Its 
confeguences, — G 


HE aflembly, feeing how much the 

minifters had loft credit by their con- 
dué and by their want of unanimity, be- 
came every day more -enterprifing. Con- 
dorcet being named prefident about the be- 
ginning of February, was ordered by the 
aflembly to write a letter to the king: but 
as the form in which the prefident was to 
addrefs letters to the king had not been re- 
gulated by the conftitution, after fome dif- 
| cuffion, 
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cuffion, it was decreed that the prefident of 
the national affembly, in writing to the 
king, fhould lay afide the term Sire, 
and dire@tly begin with the fubjeé& of the 
letter; and afterwards finifh and fign it 
without any of the accuftomed expreffions 
of refpect. 

Condorcet wrote the letter according to 
the form prefcribed, which, after being fub- 
mitted to the affembly, was fent by one of 
the huiffiers to the king. I was with him 
in his apartment when the letter was de- 
livered. He appeared to be greatly fhocked 
on reading it, 

“Ts it poffible to carry infolence far- 
ther ?” {aid he, prefenting the letter to me. 
* It is from Condorcet.” 

After having read it, F obferved, that if 
the letter had been*addreffed to a clerk of 
the affembly, it could not have been written 
in a lefs refpeatful ftile *. 

“‘Thope,” added I, “ that your majefty 
will not allow this infolence to pafs un- 
noticed.” 


* Vide the Appendix, No. I. 
(53 It 
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“ It is rather too much to be entirely 
overlooked,” anfwered the king. “ But 
what meafure.is to be taken ?” 

“In your majefty’s place, I would im- 
mediately fend back the letter to the aflem- 
bly. But I will not take upon me to give 
you this advice until I have reflected fur- 
ther upon it.’ 

_ “Ts not there to be a minifterial com- 
mittee this: evening?” refumed the king. 
“ Go you to M. le Garde des Sceaux, and T 
fhall fend him the letter.” 

*¢ T immediately went to the houfe of the 
Garde des Sceaux, and informed him and 
my colleagues, who were already there, of 
what had pafled. Soon after the king fent 
Condorcet’s letter; and they were all fo 
much revolted upon reading it,that Iexpect- 
ed they would advife the king to repel the 
~ infult in the ftrongeft terms: but upon ex- 
amining the different aeigi of the confti- 
tution, they found that thecafe in queftion 
had not been forefeen, and they therefore 
concluded that it would be moft prudent 
for the king to make no an{wer to the letter, 

which 
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which would fufficiently mark his dif- 
pleafure. 

On the contrary, my opinion was, that 
the filence of the conftitution, on this head, 
only proved that it had never been doubted 
but that the refpect, which had ever been 
confidered as due to the king, was to be 
continued. But if they fuppofed that this 
filence authorized the flighteft deviation 
from refpect to his majefty, they might alfo 
f{uppofe that it authorifed the greateft enor- 
mities ; for nothing was faid in the confti- 
tution againft infulting or even murdering 
the king. That befides, the form of corre- 
fpondence betwixt the king and the affem- 
| bly being already fixed, namely, by pre- 
fenting their decrees, or fending verbal 
meflages by a deputation of the members, 
he had a right not to admit of any innova- 
tion which difpleafed him. That if they 
imagined there was any energy in the 
meafure of not anfwering Condorcet’s let- 
tea, they muft acknowledge that it was an 
energy of a paffive nature ; and that in the 
gia s fituation, fuch a kind of energy 

. would 
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would prove as hurtful as real weaknefs, as 
it tended to fhew that he was hurt, without 
having power to refent the injury. 

Thefe refletions determined me to write 
the following letter to the king, on the 8th 
of February 1792: | 

** Your majefty has been advifed to take 
no notice of the prefident of the aflembly’s 
letter. I, on the contrary, think, that to- 
lerating this infult will draw on many 
others, much more ferious in their confe- 
quences. It appearsto me of the higheft 
importance for your majefty to write imme- 
diately to the affembly. I fend the copy of 
a letter; and if your majefty approves of 
it, the minifters may be inftantly fummon- 
ed, and the letter communicated to them, 
in your own hand-writing. Mine ought 
not to appear.” 


Copy of the Letter to the Affembly. 


** Gentlemen, 

** When the nation ‘cielo me 
for its king, I was entrufted with the na- 
tional dignity, which I cannot, in any cir- 

cumftance, 
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cumftance, allow to be attacked. I there- 
fore return the letter which the prefident 
fent me yefterday by an huiffier. The con- 
ftitution has fixed the form of correfpond- 
ence betwixt the national affembly and the 
king. I ought not and I will not corre- 
fpond with it in any other manner than by 
that form; namely, by meflages. As for 
that refpect which is due to me, I will rely 
on the .fentiments which the French have 
always had for their kings *,” 

This meafure appeared to his majefty 
too ftrong, and the negative energy of 
filence was preferred ; confequently no an-' 
{wer was given to the letter of the prefident. 

To augment the king’s popularity was at 
all times the object of the minifters, but 
more particularly on thofe occafions when 

the affembly treated him with infolence; 
and the letter of Condorcet was the greateft 

outrage which his majefty had as yet re- 

ceived. He was advifed to make a tour 

round the fuburbs on horfeback, to con- 

verfe aflably with the people, to vifit the 

* Vide the Appendix, No. IT. 

6 hofpitals, 
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hofpitals, and diftribute alms. Thefe ats 
of humanity, fo much in unifon with his 
character, gained him the applaufe of fome 
people in the ftreet, who cried Vive le 
voi! but no other advantage enfued. 


The formation of their majefties’ houfe- 
hold, which the minifters had hitherto ne- 
glected, was now regarded as a meafure of 
the utmoft importance, particularly as they 

flattered themfelves that the king would be 
prevailed upon only to admit perfons of ac- 
knowledged patriotifm ; therefore the com- 
mittee of minifters again took up this affair, 
and fome of them propofed plans, and gave 
in lifts of thofe whom they wifhed to have 
received into the houfehold. 


I informed the king, by the following 
letter, that the minifters were occupied on 
this fubject : 

“In the committee of yefterday, your 
majefty’s houfehold was one fubje& of dif- 
cuffion. A lift has been made of thirty 
perfons who are to be propofed. The far- 
ther confideration is deferred till Tuefday. 
‘The ancient almanack of Verfailles, and 

Oe It, E that 
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that of the court of London, are to be con- 
fulted. 

“ As my defire is to prefent your majefty 
with a plan for that purpofe, and fuch a lift 
as will be agreeable to you, I take the li- 
berty of requefting that your majefty will 
let me know your withes on both thefe 
points, and I fhall ufe every means, in the 
committee, topromote them. This I will 
endeavour to do in fuch a manner as to’ 
prevent all fufpicion of my having received 
fuch a mark of confidence ; having no view 
but that of giving to your majefty a frefh 
proof of my refpect and unlimited attach- 
ment *.”” 

The king fent me:no anfwer to this let- 
ter: but when I went to the levee, the 
fame day, he approached the window where 
I was ftanding, and while he feemed to be 
looking at what was pafling in the court of 
the palace, he faid, in a low voice, “ I re- 
ceived your letter. Let them take their 
wn courfe,” 3 

I was at this time occupied with the 
Garde des Sceaux and M, de Leflart, in a 


* Vide the Appendix, No. III, 
meafure 
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meafure of far greater importance. We 
‘were endeavouring to form, fecretly, a roy- 
alift party in the aflembly, and had already 
gained over eight or ten members of great 
influence in the coté droit.; that is to fay, 
among the moderate party ; and it was only 
neceflary to give them the means of influ- 
encing that party diftinguifhed by the title 
of the Jzdependants, or the undecided, who 
voted fometimes with the Moderés, and 
fometime with the Ezragés, fome of whom 
were fuppofed to have no other reafon but 
to announce that they were to be bought, 
and would join the party who offered them 
the beft terms. It was very well known, 
' from the manner in which this aflembly was 
compofed, that there were few of the mem~ 
bers who were not to be gained either by 
money, or the promife of places for their 
relations and friends. As the power of no- 
minating to places belonged to each mini- 
fter for his own department only, it was 
neceflary to acquaint them all with this 
plan, in order that they might all concur in 


its execution, For this purpofe, we all ai- 
: Ez fembled 
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fembled at the houfe of M. de Narbonne, 


who gave us a dinner, along with a certain 
perfon who was to be a principal agent in 
this bufinefs, as being intimately acquaint- 

ed with many members of the aflembly. 
That this dinner might be the more fecret, 
we met at the fetite maifon of M. de Nar- 
bonne. After dinner, this perfon prefented 
to us the propofals of the principal deputies, 
with whom he had already begun to treat, 
and the following articles were agreed 
upon: . 

Firft, That none of the faid deputies 
were to have any perfonal communication 
with the minifters, but were only to nego- 
tiate with them through the aboverment 
tioned agent. 

Secondly, That they muft never be re- 
quired to propofe or fupport any motion 
contrary to the conftitution. 

Thirdly, That as often as the king and 
council wifhed for their fupport for any 
particular meafure, the faid deputies muft 
be informed twenty-four hours beforehand 
by the agent, through whom they would 

inftruc 
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inftru& the minifters with their objections, 
if they had any, and receive their anfwers. 

: Fourthly, That the means to be ufed for 
influencing the affembly muft be left’ en: 
tirely to them ; that their demand as to 
this article admitted of no reftri€tion. 

The fund from which this expence’ was 
to be drawn, was, Firft, The fum of 
1,500,000 livres, belonging to the depart- 
ment of foreign affairs, for fecret expences, 
of which the minifter for that department 
was not obliged to give an account to seek 
body but to the king. 

Secondly, From the free fund ‘nen. cet~ 
tain minifters had at their difpofal. 

- And, thirdly, From the civil lift. 

* The conference broke up at ten o’clock 
at night: The minifters agreed, at parting, 
on the neceflity of keeping this affair pro- 
foundly fecret. Indeed the very nature 
of the cafe implied as much. Unfortu- 
. nately, M. de Narbonne, juft as he went 
from this meeting, met with Mathieu de 
Montmorenci, and a member of the aflem- _ 
. bly, who waited for him, as he entered the 
E 3 LTotel 
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Hotel de la Guerre, and informed them of 
what had pafled. At half paft eleven that 
fame night, the news had fpread in the af- 
fembly, which was ftill fitting, It was 
loudly complained of; the members con- 
cerned. were enraged; and thus the affair 
completely failed. 

The minifters were in the utmoft furprife 
and confternation next day, on hearing this 
account, ‘They were eager to have an 
explanation with M. de Narbonne, but he 
took care to avoid it that day, by not com- 
ing to the council till after it was begun, 
_and hurrying out the inftant it was over. 
However, he came to the committee of mi- 
nifters next day, and upon being reproach- 
ed for having divulged what had paffed at 
the conference, he at firft faid that he did 
not remember having mentioned it; but 
when Mathieu de Montmorenci and the 

other member of the aflembly were named. 
to him, “ Mathieu de Montmorenci,” faid 
he, “is my friend; and I am certain that he 
would not fpeak of it to any body. With 
regard to the member of the aflembly, he is 
of 
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of our party, and confequently equally in- 
terefted with usin keeping the fecret.” 

“* It is of very little confequence,” an- 
fwered the Garde des Sceaux, “ which of 
them divulged it: but what cannot be de- 
nied is, that we all folemnly promifed to 
mention it to nobody.” 

“That is true,” returned M. de Nar- 
bonne; “ and I was wrong. But in 
fhort, gentlemen, I have long perceived that 
we cannot act together; and I will even 
own to you, that if I knew of five perfons 
proper to be propofed to the king in your 
places, I fhould immediately do it, and re- 
main myfelf; becaufe I think it would be 
of effential benefit to his majefty’s fervice 
that I continued in adminiftration. But as 
I cannot make this change, I am determined 
to refign.”" 

“ Your refignation, or ours, is not the 
affair in queftion,’ faid the Garde des 
Sceaux. “ We are perhaps as little attached 
to our places as you can be: but we are 
fenfible, that, in the prefent circumftances, 
the leaft change in the council might be 

| E4 fatal 
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fatal to the king. We therefore with to 
continue to act with you; and nothing 
will be eafier, if you will fairly come to an 
underftanding with us, and then adhere, 
without deviation, to what we have once 
agreed upon.” 

“No,” replied M. de Narbonne, “ that 
is impoflible ; becaufe there are fome mem- 
bers in the council with whom I can never 
agree: for inftance, M. de Bertrand.” 

“Me, Sir!” cried I, greatly aftonifhed. 
‘And upon what account? What has 
happened to alter your opinion, fince. 
you made me fo many proteftations of 
efteem? Is it my fault that you have been 
guilty of an indifcretion, which has been at- _ 
tended with very bad confequences aid 

‘* That is out of the queftion,” faid he. 
~ But I fee very well that we do not go 
upon the fame plan. You refufed me a 
frigate,” 

“ Trefufe you a frigate! When did you 
afk for one?” anfwered I. 

*¢ Don’t you remember,” replied he, 
_ “ what you declared in the council, when I 
mentioned 
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mentioned the poflibility of our having oc- 
cafion for one, when we had under confider- 
ation the affair of M. de la Jaille, at Breft?” 

** Was I to confider’’, faid I, ‘an acci- 
dental obfervation, made by you at the 
time of that infurredtion, as the official de- 
mand of a frigate? You appeared to have 
no other intention, in the queftion you then 
put to me, than to know if 1 would arm a 
frigate, to cruife along our coaft, in the cafe 
of our apprehending hoftile intentions in 
any of the maritime powers; and I an- 
{wered, that I did not then know an officer 
to whom I would give fuch a command. 
If you had directly afked a frigate for 
yourfelf, I fhould have acquainted the king, 
and have done as he fhould have ordered.” 

This converfation was followed by fome 
obfervations from the Garde des Sceaun, 
upon the neceflity of maintaining, at leaft, 
the appearance of unanimity in the coun- 
cil: but the committee broke up, without 
M. de Narbonne having fhewn any difpo- 
fition to reconciliation, or to act in a 


friendly manner with the other minifters ; 
| and 
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and the public were foon informed of the 
divifions in the council, which encouraged 
the malecontents to attack us; and no time 
was loft. The Garde des Sceaux was de- 

nounced in the aflembly. Another denun- 
ciation was announced againft M. de Lef 
fart ; and the memorial of complaint againft 
me, which appeared to have been forgot- 
ten, being again revived, was given in to 
the king, : | 


Net 7 i cree sa ae 
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CHAP. XVII. 


Generals Rochambeau, la Fayette, and Luck. 
ner arrive at Paris.—Their converfation 
with the king.—They are introduced into. 

_ the council.— M, de Narbonne abfenis 
himfelf from the minifterial committees.— 
M, de la Fayette comes to the committee.— 
Speaks of the ill, confequences which muft 
attend the mifunderfianding among the.mi= 
nifters.—He propofes that I foould retire, 
from the adminiftration.—My letter to 
M. de Narbonne refpeGing an article in 
Briffot’s Fournal.—A letter from each of 
the three generals to M. de Narbonne. 


pe NARBONNE had fummoned the 

M e three generals Rochambeau, Luck~ 
ner, and la Fayette to Paris, upon pre- 
tence of making them give an account of 
ihe ftate of the armies, and of the plan of 
operations. "They were introduced by M. 
de Narbonne into the council, on Friday 
| the 
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the 2d of March, in fpite of the repug- 
nance which the king had to fo unufual a 
meafure. Before the council opened, his 
majefty afked them feveral queftions upon 
the ftate of the armies. M. de Rocham- 
beau, who was firft interrogated, anfwered, 
“* that his army was ina very bad condition 
with refpe& both to clothing and arms; 
and as for difcipline, it was almoft entirely 
overthrown, and out of his power, in the 
prefent circumftances, to re-eftablifh it; of 
ccourfe, that with fuch troops, all military 
| seit muft be of a defenifive nature 
only.” 

‘General Luckner, who had sy 
drank a little freely at dinner, faw things in 
a much pleafanter point of view than his 
colleague. 

“ %e dis pas votre majefté,” faid. the 
general, addrelling the king in his Ger- 
man French,” “ gui] y a 44 auffi quelque 
petit chofe a dire fur mon armée, qu il manque 
pas auffi quelque petits obchets d’armement 
ou dequipement ; le difcipline il neff pas non 
plus trop pon; mais eof écal; quand je 

commandé 
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commande les troupes, ils ont beaucoup d’ars 
deur, ils me fuivront partout comme je veux, 
mais je fuis pour le guerre offenfif, eft 1’ of- 
Senfif qu'il faut pour les Francais, ils font pas 
pour le deffenfif, Poffenfif, votre majefté, l’of~ 
perf? 


M. de la Fayette being interrogated in 


his turn, anfwered in a few words y he con- 
tradiGed neither of his colleagues; and, 
although their opinions were quite oppo- 
fite, he contrived to accommodate what he 
faid to both: after which, the king imagin- 
ing that they would immediately retire, 
feemed pleafed with the thought, that the 
impropriety of their fitting in the council 
was thus avoided ; but when he bowed, in 
expectation of their withdrawing, they re- 
quefted his permiffion to read a memorial, 


* J do not pretend to deny that fomething of the fame 
nature may not be faid of my army, which are alfo in’ want 
of certain little articles refpe€ting arms and clothing ; and 
the difcipline, to be fure, is not very ftrift ; but that is of 
little confequence, for, when I command, the troops always 
difplay ardour, they follow me always as I wifh; but I am 

for offenfive war; the French troops excel in the attack ; 
they are not fit for the defenfive. Offenfive war, pleafe your 
majelty, offenfive war for ever. 


which 
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which appearing to be too long to be heard 
ftanding, his majefty feated himfelf, and 
defired the generals to do the fame. 

The memorial was of little or no confe- 


quence ; and, when it was finifhed, he told . 


the generals, that he would confider upon 
it, and they retired. 

Next day M. de Narbonne did not ap- 
pear in the committee of minifters; but 
his friend M. de la Fayette came in his 
place, and fpoke much of the bad effe& 
which the diffenfions in the miniftry had 
on the public mind, and of the fatal confe- 
quences they might produce to the king, 
&e. &e. 

‘You preach repentance,’ anfwered one 
of the minifters ; “‘ but is your friend M. de 
Narbonne of the fame opinion ?” 

“© Yes, undoubtedly he is.” 

‘Why then does not he join his col- 
leagues, after the defire which they fhewed 
to be reconciled to him ?” 

“ This was what I wifhed,” returned M. 
de la Fayette ;, ‘‘ but after what he informed 
“me concerning what pafled between him 

, and 
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and M. Bertrand, at the laft committee, it 
feems almoft impoffible that one or other 
fhould not quit the miniftry; and M. 
Bertrand muft pardon me, if truth forces 
me to fay, that however eftimable his con- 
duct may be, his retreat, in the prefent cir- 
cumftances, would be as ufeful’ to the 
king, as that of M. de Narbonne would be 
fatal.” 

“ Were I of that opinion,” faid I, “I 
fhould moft certainly refign without hefi- 
tation; but I can with difficulty believe, 
that it would be advantageous to the king 
to be abandoned by one of- his minifters, 
merely becaufe fome bafe calumniators 
have made complaints againft him that are 
abfurd, and without the fmalleft founda- 
tion. With regard to the attack which M. de 
Narbonne directed again{t -me, in order to 
extricate himfelf, furely. that does not en- 
title him to require my retreat; and, al- 
though I have a better right to infift on 
his, fo far am I from making any fuch re- 
gueft, that I now join my colleagues in in- 
viting him toa reconciliation: this ought 
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to fatisfy him. You may aflure him, at 
the fame time, Sir,’ added I, “that not- 
withftanding his popularity, the term of 
my miniftry fhall never depend upon his 
caprice. I have long fince acquainted his 
majefty with the particular time when I 
thought it would be neceflary for me to 
quit his {frvice—the period is at no great 
diftance; but moft afluredly I fhall not 
haften it a moment to pleafe M. de Nar- 
bonne.” | 

The other minifters approved of what I 
had faid, and fupported me in it; and M. 
de la Fayette retired, much diflatisfied at 
the’ bad fuccefs of his embafly. 

The next day, being the 4th of March, 
1792, the following article appeared in 
Briffot’s Journal : 

** The reports which have been for fome 
time circulating, of diffenfions in the ca- 
binet council, are well founded—a mifun- 
derftanding fubfifts betwixt the minifter of 


war and the minifter of marine: the firft, 


whofe attachment to the conftitution is 
well known, employs every means of exe- 
| cuting 
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ing its laws, fo as to render it fucceff 
ful; while the fecond endeavours to exe- 
cute them in fuch a manner as to over 
turn it.” 

As foon as I faw this paragraph, I wrote 
the following letter to M. de Narbonne: 


mate 

“JT have juft read a paragraph in the 
Patriote Francais, which I make no doubt 
has fhocked you as much as it has done 
me. Being convinced you had no fhare 
in it, I prefume you are fenfible of the 
propriety of immediately requiring that the 
paragraph may be retracted ; which i it will 
be eafy for you to obtain.” 


M. de Narbonne’s Doric bohies 
“ Sir, 

“ 7 felt as much ehelfinets as you dolild 
on reading the patagraph you mention : in 
the inferting of which I certainly had no 
hand; but, as I am convinced, that the 
affertions it contains are true, I can neither 
contradi& them, nor require that they 
fhould be retracted, 

VOL. Il. F “ T greatly 
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~ “IT greatly efteem your talents and vir~ 
tues ; at the fame time, I have had occa 
fion to obferve, that.our ideas are not the 
fame refpecting the conftitution ; and. it 
appears to me, that our different method 
of executing its laws, in fuch. critical) cir- 
cumftances, muft be as hurtful to public 
affairs as to the king’s intereft,” © 
“Notwithftanding this extraordinary an~ 
fwer, | withed to try every means of being 
reconciled with M, de Narbonne. His 
difmifiion would have been. the confe- 
quence of an open rupture; and, as he 
was then the moft popular minifter, this. 
would have been hurtfulto the king. The 
fame day, therefore, on which I received 
this letter, finding myfelf feated next him 
at the council, I wrote the fubfequent ficte, 
and fhowed it to M. de Narbonne. ~ 

_“ Tf M. de, Narbonne has, as I with, 
refleted more maturély upon: the letter I: 
fent him this morning, it depends upon 
himfelf to re-eftablith perfe& unanimity in 
the council: he has only to complain of 
the article in the Patriote Francais ; to ex* 
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prefs before the council his furprife and 
uneafinefs on account of its infertion, and 
to declare that he will immediately write to 
the editor to defire it may be retracted. 
{ have not communicated the fubjeé of this 
note to any of my colleagues; and I give 
my word of honour that I never. will, in 
the hopes that the ftep which I recom- 
mend, may be regarded by them_as the 
fpontaneous. effets of M. de Narbonne’s 
candour, which will certainly reconcile 
them all to him.” 

M. de Narbonne, after reading this note, 
wrote the following anfwer under it: 

pig! perfift in the fame opinion, which I 
fent M. Bertrand this morning. . He is at 
“liberty to lay open immediately, before the 
king, all the, ciccumftances regarding Brif- 
fot’s paragraph.. I am_ready to explain 
7 my felf upon that article.” 

J wrote back upon the fame paper: 

“ Don’t you think it would be more 
} expedient to difcufs this affair in the com- 
mittee, after the council, before it is men- 


tioned to the king ?” 
: P F 2 M. de 
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M. de Narbonne anfwered, by the fingle 
sword, “ willingly.” 

After the council, we went to the apart- 
ment in the palace appropriated for the 
committee. I gave an account of my let- 
ter, and M. de Narbonne’s anfwer, con- 
‘cerning the paragraph inferted in Briflot’s 
Journal, with which all the minifters had 
been very much offended. Then addref- 
fing myfelf to M. de Narbonne, I faid, 

“-T now requeft, Sir, that you will 
frankly explain, before our colleagues, 
‘what you mean by the difference of opi- 
-nion which, you fay, fubfifts betwixt us 
“concerning the conftitution, and of our 
‘different mode of executing it. I ought, 
‘and Iam convinced I do underftand the 
conftitution better than you"do; ‘becaufe 
“my department not being fo mitich over- 
charged as your’s, I have had ‘mote leifute 
to ftudy it; I never take a ftep ‘without 
“confulting it ; and Iam very fure that it is. 
“hot in your power to give a fingle inftande 
“wherein I have deviated from what the 
<onftitution prefcribes.” 

* T con- 
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“I conteft nothing of all that,” replied 
M. de Narbonne; “ but you ought, with . 
the fame franknefs on your part, to 
acknowledge that you do mot Like the con- 
flitution ; that you.do not approve of it.” 

“No Sir,” refumed I, “that is what I will 

not acknowledge ; I will only declare that ~ 
I do not allow myfelf to decide on the me- 
rits or demerits of the conftitution. I {hall 
defer pafling my judgment until that of 
the nation is manifefted, after having expe- 
rienced the effects which wil! refult from its 
execution. Neither you nor Ihave fworn 
to love it; at all events, we have only 
taken an oath to execute it faithfully, and 
to enforce it by all the means in our 
power : let us content ourfelves with being 
faithful to our oath.” 
_ “ Yes,” replied he; “ but while I ufe. 
every means of making the conftitution 
fucceed, you endeavour to have it exe- 
cuted, in fuch a manner, as may prove to 
the nation that it never can go,on.” 

“ That is to fay,” returned I, “ you Juppofe 
this to. be my intention; for you certainly 
F 3 have 
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have not the fmalleft proof of it; and I never 
made fuch a declaration to you, nor to any 
body elfe. Your fuppofition would be more 
plaufible if I adhered with lefs ftri€tnels to 
the conftitution ; but it is ftrange to con- 
clude, from my ferupulous obfervance of 


it, that my defign is to fhew the public 


__ that it cannot be executed: thus, Sir, it is 
impoffible for me to efcape your cenfure, 


let me act as I will. May I afk by what 


right you aflert that I have a defign fo 
contradictory to my conduct; and can 
you ferioufly found your quarrel with me 
on fuch vague and inconfiftent fuppofi- 
tions.” 

“J don’t mean to quarrel with you,” 
he anfwered ; “ but you defired me to ex- 
plain myfelf openly : then I muft plainly 
tell you, that [ form my opinion in confe- 
quence of what I fee: your department 
does not go on.” 

“ My department does not go on! what 
do you know, Sir, upon the fubjeét ? what 
do you find deficient ?” 


“¢ This, 
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“ This, Sir; that you have not com- 
menced the new organization of the navy: 
-you have not an officer ; not a captain of 
a frigate, while the land force is complete.” 
* Tt is true, Sir, that the new organization 
of the navy is not far advanced ; but it cer- 
tainly is not my fault, as the affembly has 
not yet pafled one of the decrees neceflary 
to regulate this organization, although I have 
repeatedly demanded them ; and as I have 
no right to iffue fuch decrees, nor the power 
of executing them before they exift, I deferve 
no blame on that head: indeed I have never 
been blamed on that account by the aflem- 
bly, notwithftanding the prevailing preju- 
dice again{t me. If I had been as fortue 
naté as you were,” continued I, “in hay- 
ing all my decrees immediately patfled, 
perhaps I fhould have been as far ad- 
vanced ; particularly if I had fupplied the 
place of officers by pilots and failors, as 
you fupplied the officers who were miffing 
by ferjeants and common foldiers ; tah, 
I might have alfo had my Luckner to 
boat of; fer the famous corfaire Paul 
E 4 Jones 
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Jones prefented himfelf twice at my levee — 
to demand the rank of Admiral.” 

“ Well, well,’ faid M. de Narbonne, 
“you fee what a footing you are on with 
the aflembly: you can obtain nothing, — 
while nothing I afk is refufed me: It is 
true, that I frequently attend the affembly, 
and go almoft every day to the commit- 
tees. If you had purfued the fame plan, 
you would undoubtedly have had the fame 
fuccefs; but you never would have any 
. communication with the committees: this 
fingularity gave offence; and I am not 
furprifed that it has raifed you many ene 
" mies in the aflembly.” 

“ T am not furprifed at it neither,” faid 
T; “ but notwithftanding the fuccefs which 
‘you owe to your communication with the 
committees, I perfift in the opinion, that 
thefe communications are much more dan- 
gerous than ufeful, But, in thort, Sir, this 
is foreign to the queftion ; for certainly it 
is not for my perfifting in communicating 
‘with the affembly only, and refufing to at~ 
tend the Se St, that you fuppofe me 
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to have an intention of fubverting that 
very conftitution which orders us to com- 
municate dire@tly with the affembly, and 
fays nothing of committees.” 

“* In fhort, it is to no purpofe,” refumed 
he, “to prolong this difpute, as we may go 
on till to-morrow without coming to any 
agreement. What has pafled, only proves 
that our principles are too oppofite ever to be 
reconciled ; and this confideration would 
have determined me to retire from admini- 
ftration, as I informed you at the houfe of 
the Garde des Sceaux, if I had not been re- 
{trained by the intreaties of the generals.” 

*¢ You will a& as you pleafe, Sir,” re- 
plied I: 

All the minifters were ftruck with 
the futility of M. de Narbonne’s obje@t- 
ions, and the force of my anfwers. They 
expoftulated with M. de Narbonne, and 
endeavoured to bring about a reconci- 
liation; but all in vain. He ftood out 
with the obftinacy of a perfon who had a 
fixed plan, from which he was determined 
not to recede. This conduct of M. de | 

Narbonne, 
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Narbonne, at firft appeared inconfiftent with 
the intention he had announced, of giving 
in his refignation, but it became a little 
more intelligible three days after, by the 
extraordinary meafure he adopted of pub- 
lifhing in the newfpapers three letters he 
had received from the generals Rocham- 
beau, Luckner, and la Fayette, with his an- 
fwers. 

‘Thofe letters had been written at the 
requeft of M. de Narbonne himfelf; they 
were all three to the fame effect, and very 
nearly in the fame words. The fubftance 
was as follows: | 

“ That the report of his retreat gave 
them the greateft uneafinefs: that it was 
his duty to remain in adminiftration, as his 
talents, activity, and refources were fo ufe- 
ful to his country. That their confidence 
in him, and the certitude of obtaining, 
through his diligence, all neceflary fuc- 
cour, had been their only motive for’ re- 
taining the command of the armies; but 
that, if he perfifted in his determination to 
retire, they muft give up a fituation, the 

| duties 
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duties of which, they would no longer have 
the power properly to difcharge.” 

M. de Narbonne’s anfwer was conceived 
in nearly the fubfequent terms : 

“ Tt is true, my dear general, that the 
difference. of opinion which {ubfifts be- 
twixt M. Bertrand and me, refpe@ting the 
conititution, had determined me to give 
in my refignation ; but the value you at- 
tach to my fervices, and your earneft de- 
fire for my continuance in adminiftration, 
make me confider it as a duty to remain as 
long as the king honours me with his con- 
fidence.” 

The publication of thefe letters, opened 
the eyes of the three generals, who had 
probably written them unknown to each 
other ; and each in the hope, that his per- 
fonal approbation would have fuflicient 
weight with the king, to fix M. de Nar- 
bonne in adminiftration. They now be- 
gan to fufpect that he had fummoned them 
to Paris, and loaded them with civilities, 
merely with a view to induce them to take 
this ftep ; which was the more remarkable, 

as 
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as at that time attempts were made to turn 
him into ridicule by numerous pamphlets 
and caricatures, in which he was’ diftin- 
~ guifhed by the ‘nick name of Minifire 
Linote*, 

_ M. de Narbonne had flattered himfelf, 
that the publication of this correfpondence 
would confirm his credit in the affembly, 
and put the king under the neceffity of re~ 
taining him in the adminiftration, left 
his retiring fhould occafion that of all the 
three generals; but the event did not an~ 
{wer his expectation ; for thofe gentlemen 
were fo much offended at the publication of 
their letters, that they complained of it to 
his majefty ; and retracted their declaration 


of having a defign to retire upon his res 
fignation, 
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CHAP. XIX, 


The minifters affemble to examine the conduét 
of M. de Narbonne.—They unanimoufly 
agree never more to fit in the council with 
him.— My refignation.— Letter from M., 
de Leffart to the king —My converfation 
with his majefty—Difmifion of M. de 
_ Narbonne.—Violent difcontents in the af- 
fembly.— Decree againft M. de Leffart.— 
Death of the Emperor.—The Chevalier de 
r Graves appointed minifier of war. 


ve flere ae of M. de Narbonne raifed 
the indignation of all the minifters ; 
and the day.on which his correfpondence 
with the three generals- was made public, 
they mét in committee to deliberate on the 
part to -be taken refpecting him. It was 
‘unanimoufly decided, in the firft place, 
that none of the minifters fhould any 
’ fonger do bufinefs with M. de Narbonne, 
atid therefore it became neceffary that the 
king 
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king fhould immediately decide betwixt 
him and us. But as the difmiffion of M. 
de Narbonne, in confcquence of a quarrel, 
which feemed to have arifen from his zeal 
for the conftitution, might fet the king and 
council in an unfavourable light in the 
eyes of the public, we confidered every 
poflible means of obviating this inconveni- 
ency, and my refignation was confidered 
as the moft eligible. I oppofed this de- 
cifion, for two reafons. The firft was, that 
Ethought it difgraceful for me to retire, 
before his -majefty had given any anfwer to 
. the affembly refpeCting the memorial ad- 
dreffed to him againft me, becaufe my re- 
treat might be conftrued into a tacit ac- 
knowledgement of the juftice of the, impu- 
tations it contained. In the fecond place, I 
earneftly wifhed to continue in adminiftra- 
tion tills the 1§th of. March, becaufe that 
day was fixed-upon for the review of the 
new corps dela marine, or rather for the dif- 
organization of the former corps, and 
therefore I had fixed upon it as the termi- 


nation of my adminiftration; and I urged. 


that 
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that the king could not in juftice, nor the 
 souncil.in honour, haften it a day fooner, 
as it would be giving M. de Narbonne the 
fatisfation. of including me in his fall, and 
expofe me to a mortification I, had. not 
merited. 

Thefe-confiderations made no impr eign 
on M. Cayer de Gerville. He had firft 
propofed my reflignation, and he obftinately 
infited upon it; and declared with great 
violence, that he would give in his the very 
next day if I did. not give in, mine... This 
menace frightened the Garde des Sceaux, 
who had, till then, warmly efpoufed my 
eaufe ; and I alfo became fenfible, that at 
an initant fo critical, the popularity of M, 
Cayer de Gerville would render his retreat 
more prejudicial to the king than mine. I 
therefore no longer infifted, but confented 
to give in my refignation, provided it was 
not made. public till after the king fent an 
anfwer to the memorial which the affem- 
bly had drawn up againft me ; which could 
be done early next morning, if the Garde 
ee Sceaux, when he waited upon his ma- 
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jelty with the requeft of the committee, 
would beg of him to let me have the me- 
morial immediately, in order that I might 
draw up the {ketch of an anfwer before the 
opening of the aflembly. 

This condefcendance obviated all difiicul- 
ties, and gave fuch fatisfaction to M. Cayer 
de Gerville, that he fuggefted to propofe to 
the king that I fhould continue in office 
after giving in my refignation, until my 
fucceffor was appointed. By this means all 
my views were anfwered. I was certain 
that the king would make no objeGtion. 1 
accordingly wrote my refignation, while 
my colleagues were employed in drawing 
up the anfwer which the king was to make 
me; and they endeavoured to render it as 
honourable for me as poffible. Itwas agreed 
upon that the Garde des Sceaux fhould next 
- gnorning, prefent my refignation, and the 
form of the anfwer, as drawn up by the mi- 
uifters for his majefty. It was agreed alfo 
that M: de Leflart fhould that evening, after 
the committee, write to him an account of 
what had paffed. The following i is a copy 
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of that interefting letter, whicl: renders it 
fuperfluous for me to give a circumftantial 
detail of what paffed at the committee} ef 
pecially as the teftimony of a third perfon 
will have more weight than my own. © 
“7 went this evening, betwixt ten and 
eleven o'clock, to the houfe of the minifter 
of juftice, which I informed your majelty 
was my intention, and there I not only 
found M. Bertrand and M. Tarbé, but alfo 
M. Cayer ; and foon after M. de la Fayette 
attived, whom the Garde des Sceaux had 
already feen in the courfe of the day. 
“<M. de Ja Fayette told us that he had 
been very defirous of bringing about a re= 
conciliation amongft the minifters; that 
this had at all times appeared difficult to 
him, upon account of the difference fub- 
fifting betwixt M. de Narbonne and M. 
Bertrand ; but that now things had come 
to that point, that he could no longer in- 
terfere: he gave as his reafon the publica- 
tion of the three letters from the generals, 
and, above all, the anfwer which M. de 
Narbonne had given tohim, He declared 
VOL: Ile G : that 
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that he had never confented to the publica- 
tion,:nor had he any. idea of fuch a thing 
till he faw-the letters in the newfpapers. 
After this explanation, which was cold and 
laconic, he retired. The moment he went 
out, _M..Cayer:vented, his indignation’ at 
the conduct of M. de Narbonne, in the 
ftrongett. expreffions; and he ended by 
faying that he muft never more fet his foot 
in the council. -But at the fame time -he 
added, that the difmiffionof. M. de Nar- - 
bonne might produce -very bad confe- 
quences, unlefs the voluntary refignation of 
M. Bertrand followed foon after. : 

é “™M. Bertrand {aid that he could not, at 
that moment, give in his refignation, but 
that he would do it moft willingly after the 
15th of March ; that fuch had abyays been 
his fixed intention. 

“The Garde des Sceaux. eo M. 
Bertrand, and faid that it would be beneath 
the ‘King’s dignity, and the credit of the 
miniftry, to yield upon fuch an gccafion. 

»,. * M, de Cayer infifted, with force, upon 
M. Bertrand’s immediate refignation, He 
; founded » 
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founded his opinion upon the prefént dif 
pofition of the people, the public intereft, 
and that of the king. 

‘“* He was feconded by M. Tarbé in fuch 
a manner, that M. Bertrand condefcended 
fo far as to promife to give in his difmiffion 
as foon as the king fhould have anfwered 
the memorial of the national affembly. — 

. & M, Cayer infifted on his former opi- 
nion with great vehemence, declaring, that 
if M. Bertrand did not give in his refigna- 
tion immediately after the king had de- 
manded that of M. de. Narbonne, hé 
himfelf would refign, the very next 
morning. 

~ “Thad, till then, taken little part in the 
debate, being, at bottom, entirely of the 
opinion of M, Cayer de Gerville, which I 
had hitherto concealed, out of delicacy to 
M. Bertrand, whofe fituation was extreme- 
ly cruel: but feeing things fo far advanced, 
{ at laft rémarked to M. Bertrand, that as 
he was refolved upon the facrifice, he ought 
to make it in the manner moft advan- 
tageous for the king, in the prefent fate 

He a2 of 
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of public affairs; and that it appéared 
highly expedient that he fhould give in his, 
refignation next day, in order to diminifh 
the effe& which M. de Narbonne’s difmit- 
fion might produce. Tae 

“MM, le Garde des Sceaux, who had Lie 
greatly ftruck with the decifive declaration 
of M. de Gerville, being fenfible of the im~ 
pottance of preventing his refignation on — 
the fame day with M. de SRO, ranged 
himfelf on the fame fide. zi 

- M. Bertrand contented; fue we 
drew up the letter which is propofed for 
your majefty to fend in anfwer te his letter 
of refignation. 
».“ This long and. important. difcuffion 
pafied without acrimony, and in a manner 
becoming perfons who have fentiments of 
mutual efteem. Your majefty’s intereft 
and the public acre were oe we sin in 
view. 
“Ta the propofed - wife from your 
majefty to M. Bertrand, you will require 
of him to remain in his sedis sap la 
fucceflor is appointed. Ne. AS 
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* With refpea to M. de Narbonne, we 
think he ought immediately to be re 
placed; and that itis even of confequence 
that his fucceffor take his place in council 
_ this very evening. Upon mature confider- 
ation, it appeared to us that the Chevalier 
de Graves is the moft proper perfon to re- 
place him ; and onthe prefumption that he 
would be agreeable to your majefty, the 
Garde des Sceaux founded him yefterday ;_ 
and during the committee, he went again to 
his houfe at one o’clock in the morning, 
with the fame intention; but not finding 
him at home, left a note, defiring to fee him 
as early as poffible. | 
“We alfo think it very neceflary that your 
majefty fhould immediately fend for the 
three generals, in order to prevent them 
from giving in their refignation, which they 
will moft certainly be excited to do by every 
poffible means. Your majefty will not 
fail in perfuafive arguments. On their 
part, it would certainly be a failure in their 
duty, and.even a breach of their oath, to 
__ xefign at'fuch a conjunure. But as this | 
| G3 1s 
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is a point of the utmoft importance,’ your 
majefty will perhaps think it expedient that 
the queen fhould be prefent at this inter- 
view, that every circumftance may concur 
to enfure fuccefs. | 7 

“ There are alfo precautions to be taken 
relative to the national guards, asit is very 
‘poffible that feditious people may take ad- 
vantage of the prefent circumftances to ex- 
cite diforder, ; 

“ Tt is faid that M. de Boiffieu is not at 
Paris. By whom is he replaced? Might 
he not be fent for? 

* Your majefty will be informed of thefe 
particulars, in the morning, by the Garde 
des Sceaux. t appeared to us proper to 
give him the preference upon this occa= 
fion, as being the moft ancient minitfter, 
and in fome refpects the chief of the 
council, 

Your majefty may then fend.for M. 
Cayer de Gerville, to inform him that you 
haye adopted his opinion ;. and at the fame 
time to requeft him to continue in admi- 
niftration beyond the time he has fixed, 

Q_- which 
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which is the 15th of this month. It is to 
be withed that his refignation could be de- 
ferred at leaft eight days beyond that pe- 
riod. It would be well if the queen would 
join her invitation to M. de Gerville to 
that of your majefty, by which means - 
cefs would be more certain, 

“ Your majefty and the queen ought to 
fhew every mark of favour and regard to 
M. Bertrand, fo unjuftly facrificed; and 
who, in yielding to the force of circum- 
ftances, gives the ftrongeft proof of attach- 
ment and duty. He is a man of merit, 
who muft not be looked upon as entirely 
loft to your majefty’s fervice. , 

“ T fhall end by obferving, that the con- 
duct of M. de Narbonne is fo ferioufly re- 
prehenfible, that his difmiffion feems abfo- 
lutely neceflary, unlefs your majefty prefers 
giving him your entire confidence. But 
in cafe you fhould adopt the firft of thefe 
meafures, no time isto be loft. All expla- 
mation will be fuperfluous, and derogate 
from your dignity. It is even of confe 
quence to preyont M. de Narbonne from 

G4 coming 
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coming to the council this evening, as he ~ 


will not fail to bring a very patriotic dif 
courfe, which he will propofe that your ma- 
jelty fhould addrefs to the national affem- 
bly ; and, if he receives his difmiflion next 
day, he will fay that it is upon account of this 
difcourfe that he has fallen into difgrace. 
_.“ I take the liberty to remind your ma- 
jefty of the three generals. It appears to 
me that you fhould fee them: that you 
fhould receive them all three together ; 
and, if poflible, before any of them have 
heen tampered with. In talking of their 
letters, your majefty, without informing 
them of your intentions, may afk them, 
If, after {wearing to be faithful to the .na- 
tion and the King, they can feriouily de- 
termine to ferve no longer than M. de 
Narbonne remains in adminiftration? 
Your majefty may add, that even fuppof- 
ing that fome alteration fhould be made in 
the miniftry, you will certainly choofe 
none but men diftinguifhed for patriotifm 
and abilities. 
‘¢ Friday morning, 5 o’clock *.” 


~ * Vide ee No. 1v. 
On 
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On leaving the committee, (about three 
in the morning,) I immediately fent a copy 
of my refignation to the editor of the 
Sfournal de Paris, earneftly requefting him 
to iniert it in that day’s paper; in order 
that the retreat of the minifter, who dif- 
pleafed the aflembly, might be made pub- 
lic at the fame time with the difmiffion of 
him who had more partifans in it, a cir- 
cumftance, however, that did not prevent 
him from being fometimes infulted, which 
never happened to me. . 

To give an idea of the manner in which 
M. de Narbonne was fometimes treated in 
that hall, I fhall only relate the words 
which the deputy Albitte addreffed to him 
at the evening meeting a little before his 
difmiffion ; . | 

“‘ That great minifter,” cried the depu- 
ty, “ whom you behold there, who has fuch 
vatt talents, and whofe numerous applauders 
befiege the affembly and the committees, 
often. makes reports entirely devoid of 
truth, As for his activity, fo much vaunted, 

it 
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it is of as little utility as the activity of one 
who walks in his fleep.” 

M. de Narbonne heard this rhetorical 
flourith with a fmile of contempt, which 
was the only reply he ever made to thofe 
indecent attacks, for which a lefs enduring 
minifter would have obliged the aflembly 
to have done him jutftice. 

I had not feen the memorial which the 
affembly had addrefled to the king againft 
me; but as it could contain little elfe be- 
fides a repetition of the former reports 
made by the marine committee, I prepared 
a form of the anfwer the king was to 
make, all but a refutation of the new accu- 
fations which the memorial might contain. 
T therefore addreffed a letter to his ma- 
jefty, begging that he would fend me the 
memorial, and informing him that my re- 
fignation was to be prefented to him. 

My letter was as follows : | 

“J entreat your majefty will fend me 
the memorial of accufation againft me, as 
it ought to be anfwered as foon as pof- 

fible, 
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fible. The minifters, affembled laft night 
in committee, deliberated till three in the 
morning upon the letters which M.: de 
Narbonne caufed to be printed in every 
journal. His condua& being highly dif- 
approved of by all, they intend to propofe 
that your majefty fhould difmifs him ; but, 
as the dangerous woman who governs 
him might take advantage of the prefent 
crifis, to excite an infurrection, on pretence 
that a patriotic minifter is difmiffed for 
having denounced an ariftocratic ‘one, 
my unbounded attachment to your ma- 
jefty, and regard for your intereft, have de- 
termined me to give in my refignation as 
foon as M. de Narbonne has received his 
difmiffion. But I fhall ever remain in- 
violably devoted to your majefty’s fervice ; 
and my chief ambition will ever be, to have 
it in my power to prove my refpedctful 
attachment *.”’ - | 

The king received this letter an hour 
before the Garde des Sceaux went to him 
from the conumittee. 

* Vide Appendix, No. V. 


At 
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At ten o'clock I received two letters . 
from his majefty : one was that which the 
committee had drawn up, in which the 
king, while he accepted of my refignation, 
exacted that I fhould continue the funce. 
tions of my office until my fucceflor fhould 
be appointed. The other letter was en- 
tirely from himfelf, full of expreffions of 
kindnefs, and in the true ftyle of Henry 
the Fourth. I would with to tran{cribe it 
entirely ; but I valued it too highly to run 
the rifk of lofing it in my flight; it re- 
- ‘mains at Paris, with. feveral other letters 
from the king ‘and queen; the box which 
contains them is buried fix feet under 
ground in a garden. I hope that this pre- 
cious depofit will be one day reftored to 
me, or at leaft that it will not be loft tomy 
children. In the mean time, I muft con- 
tent myfelf with only tranfcribing part of 
his majefty’s letter, which is deeply en- 

graven in my heart. 
_ “Tam forry that circumftances oblige 
you to give in. your, refignation: from 
what I have learned, I believe you aéted — 
wifely ; but I do not feel the lefs regret. I’ 
had 
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had‘determined to exert myfelf in fupport- 
ing you; but that abfurd man has brought 
things to fuch a pafs that it feems impofs, 
fible. ; 1 hope your fervices will not be al- 
ways loft to me and to the ftate ; I may, one 
day, perhaps, be in a jituation to derive ad- 
vantage from them *.” 

The perfon who brought this packet, 
defired me to go to the king as foon as pol- 
fible. 

I waited upon his sett before I had 
recovered the emotion occafioned by his 
letter; and he received me with an air of 

“fadnefs, which fo thoroughly overcame me, 
that I burft into tears. He turned away 
to the window, where he remained fome 
time filent, to give me time to compofe 
myfelf;. then SpHip ane. me with a look 
of kindnefs.:_ 


“s Je fuis bien faché que les’ circonftances vous’ ayent 

fi dedonner notre démiffion; ce que j’apprends me prouve 
qu’en effet vous avez prit le bon parti; je n’en ai pas moins 
deregret. J’étois bien refolu a deployer tout Penergie pol- 
fible pour vous foutenir ; ; mais ce diable d’homme a telle- 
ment tout brouillé qu’on n’y connoit plus rien.—J’elpere 
que vos fervices ne feront pas perdus pays moi nipour l'état, 
_ €t je compte bien les retrouver un jour.” 


& You 
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- You always withed,” faid he, “to 
give in your refignation on the 15th of 
this month. You fhall continue in your 
department, : ‘at leaft, till then; and. we 
mutt fee next’ what can be done. Have 
you feen the Garde des Sceaux 2” 

“No, fire,” anfwered I. 

‘I thought he had gone to tell you of 
Narbonne’s difmiffion. He faid, when he 
parted from me, that he was going pit 
houfe.” 

“He probably went direly,” batwered 
1, “with your majefty’s orders to M. de 
Narbonne.” 

“ Not at all,” anfwered the king. “I 
fent them by afootman. There, read the 
letter ] wrote to him; it is not long.” | 
The letter contained thefe few words: 

“Thereby inform you, fir, that I have 
appointed M. de Grave to the war depart- 
ment; you will therefore give him accefs 
| tothe papers belonging to your office.” 


» * « Je vous préviens, monfieur, que je viens de nommer 
M. de Graves au départment de la guerre ; vous’ Iui remettra 
votre portefeuille,” oo 842 
| ! “J have 
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* T have not fent you the memorial of the 
affembly,” refumed the king, ‘ becaufe I 
wifhed to anfwer it immediately. It con- 
tains nothing new, and was even very ill 
written ; fo that the anfwer was not dif 
ficult.” 

“Lam forry,” faid I, “that your ma- 
jefty has taken fo much trouble. I have 
been employed in drawing up an anfwer, 
which [have brought to fhew your ma- 
jefty.” 

“ That is much too long,” faid the king, 
when he faw four pages of writing, “ and 
therefore ufelefs. Mine is ten times fhorter. 
See if it won’t do much better.”’ . 

“ Perfectly well, fire,” faid I, after having 
read it. I would not change a word.” 

“J am glad,’ anfwered he, “ that you 
approve. Go, then, >to the Garde des 
Sceaux, to have it» copied ‘in ‘his offices 
and after I have figned it, he will counter- 
fign it, and fend it to the aflembly.” 

This anfwer was, in fubftance, as follows : 

“ That the King did not find an article of 
‘agcufation, in the memorial addrefled to 
a 3 him 
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him againft me, that had not been included 
in the former accufations, which the aflem~ 
bly had rejeéted by paffing to the order of 
the day ; and that therefore having norea- 
fon to adopt a different opinion of me from 
what the aflembly entertained, he did not 
think proper to’ withdraw his confidence 
from me *,” | 

Lhad this letter’ seins for the affem+ 
bly with all poffible diligence, and it was 
fent at the moment when the unexpeéted 
news was received of M. de Narbonne’s 
difmiffion. Mott unfortunately my refig- 
nation was not then known, having been 
‘fent too late to be inferted in the newf~ 
papers of that day; and no more was re- 
quifite to inflame the Briffotines, the Gi- 
rondifts, and the whole Cété Gauche of the 
aflembly. At that very fitting, Briffot, 
availing himfelf of the prefent difpofition 
of the aflembly, made a furious declama- 
tion againft M. de Leflart, which produced 


* Vide Appendix, No. VIL 
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a decree of accufation againft that mi- 
nifter. 

Without giving him time to make his 
defence, or examining into the truth of 
any of the accufations fo fuddenly brought 
forth againft him, this unfortunate and 
honeft man was, in confequence of this de- 
cree, conducted to the national court efta- 
blifhed at Orleans. After remaining fix 
months in the prifon of that court, without 
being brought to trial, he was transferred 
to’ Verfailles, the September following, by 
a detachment from Paris, and there mafla- 
cred with the other prifoners. » 

In addition to the king’s forrow on ac- 
count of the afflictive events of this day, 
particularly the unjuft accufation of M. de 
Leflart, a courier arrived the fame evening 
from Vienna, who brought intelligence of 
the death of the emperor Leopold. 

The Chevalier de Graves, now appoint- 
ed minifter of war, took his place in the 
council that day. His manners, although 
popular, were not of the oftentatious, ca- 

VOL. Il. H refling 
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refling nature of thofe that diftinguifhed 
M. de Narbonne, but his conduct and 
writings fince the revolution, and his at- 
tending the popular affemblies in the dif- 
ferent towns where he happened to be with 
his regiment, made him pafs for a zealous 
conftitutionalift amongft the Jacobins, and 
for an enraged Jacobin amongft the Arifto- 
erates; therefore his nomination did not 
hurt the king’s popularity. In fad, the 
chevalier was neither a zealous conftitution- 
alift nor a Jacobin ; but he was, what many 
well-meaning people in France were at that 
time, mifled by the attraQtion of new fy 
tems, by perfonal difcontent, or by views of 
ambition. People of this defeription had 
formed a little fyftem of reformation fuit- 
able to their own fancies and fituations ; 
and as long as they had hopes that their 
own plans would be adopted, all was well. 
In the progrefs of the revolution, however, 
they became alarmed, and heartily regretted 
that they had ever aflifted it in the f{malleft 
degree: but being ynwilling to retract, 


partly 
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partly from fhame, and partly from. fear, 
they yielded to the torrent. 

Whatever were the motives which actu- 
ated M. de Graves, before he came into the 
council, he certainly fhewed great attach- 
ment to the king, during his fhort admini- 
ftration; which would have been Tttill 
fhorter, had not his majefty for fome time 
refufed to accept of his refignation. 

If the royalifts had placed more confi- 
dence in him, he would certainly have 
ferved them as far as was confiftent with 
the timidity of his character. 

The king was reduced to the fatal cea 
fity of forming a new miniftry at a time 
when he had not the power of appointing a 
fingle individual in whom he could place 
confidence. Senfible of the dangers which 
furrounded him, he now fhewed evident 
anxiety about his fituation. Inftead of the 
contempt and indifference with which he 
had fupported the outrages which he had 
hitherto been expofed to, forrow and con- 
fternation were ftrongly marked on his 

| H 2 coun- 
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countenance during that fad council of the 
oth of March, which was the laft at which 
I was’ prefent, and from which I retired, 
my heart impreffed with the deepeft me- 
lancholy. 
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Coo APS; Ake 


ia impertinent letter which I received from 
M. Cayer de Gerville—My explanation 
with him, and its con ufequences—M. La- 
cofte called to the minifiry.—His charaéter. 
—M. Duport de Tertre, Cayer de Ger- 
ville, and Tarbé, their charaéers and 
difmiffion.—Dumourier called by M. de 
Leffart.—Supplants him. —Charaéter of 
M, de Leffart. 


W? were all fincerely vexed at the de- 
cree of accufation iffued againft M. 

de Leffart; but M. Cayer de Gerville, al- 
ways carried away by his violent and fuf- 
picious temper, took it into his head that I 
was the voluntary caufe of this misfortune, 
and that I had prevented my difmiffion 
from appearing in the Journal of the oth 
of March. I did not give myfelfthe trou- 
ble to combat his notion, as I hoped he 
H 3 would 
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would become fenfible of its injuftice, upon 
cool refletion : but I found, by the receipt 
of the following note, a few days after, that 
he {till continued in the fame difpofition of 
mind : 

| SIR: - 

« After what has paffed, you ought no 
longer to attend the council; and I give 
you notice, that if you appear there this 
evening, I fhall immediately leave it.” 

IT knew him to be very capable of this 
act of intemperance, and even of giving in 
his refignation, on this pretext, with a 
patriotic oftentation, which might havé 
injured the king’s affairs. This con- 
fideration hindered me from taking any 
notice of the rudenefs of M. de Gerville’s 
note, which, being dictated by a man 
blinded by paffion, did not merit the atten- 
tion of a reafonable perfon. 

-T carried my moderation to the length of 
‘even going to his houfe, in order to find 
out if he had not a more reafonable iachiae 
for his intemperate behaviour than I had 


fuppofed. | 


PRIVATE MEMOIRS. 103 


fuppofed. My appearance rather furprifed 
him. — ! 

* You feem not to have expected this 
vifit, fir,” faid I, fmiling. 

“ T acknowledge I did not,” anfwered 
he: “ but I had no doubt of your being 
offended; and fince you are come, I am 
willing to give you what fatisfa@ion you 
pleafe.” 

¢ You imagine, perhaps,” faid I, ‘ that 
Iam come with an intention to challenge 
you?” 

** If it be fo,” replied he, “I am at your 
commands.” 

“* Explain to me, in the firft place, fir,” 
faid 1, “ what your motive was for writing 
to me in fuch an imperious ftile.” 

“ Becaufe I have been informed,” replied | 
he, “ that the anfwer given by the king to 
your letter of refignation, has had a very 
bad effet, particularly his order for your 
continuing your funétions ; and fuch is the 
temper of the people on that fubject, that if 
you were again to appear at the council, I 

HA fhould 
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fhould not be furprifed to fee it the caufe of _ 
an infurreétion.”’ | 
Your reafon is very good,” faid I: 
“ but you might have given it in two 
words, without putting yourfelf in a paf- 
fion.” | 

“ You know my impetuofity,” rejoined 
he, ‘and alfothat I was extremely out of 
humour at your condu& with regard to 
poor de Leflart. What, in the devil’s name, 
could you mean by your unwillingnefs to 
have your refignation made public at the 
fame time with Narbonne’s? I forefaw 
what would be the confequence ; and you 
appeared, at one time, to have come over to 
our opinion : what could make you change 
your mind ?” ) pa 

“‘ And who told you,” anfwered I, “ that 
I changed my mind? On the contrary, T 
fent a copy of my refignation to the writer 
of the Paris Journal, and defired him to in- 
fert it in his pepe What could I da 
more ?” 7 
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* You certainly were too late in fending 
it,” replied he. 

“¢We went,” refumed I, “from the com- 
mittee at three o’clock, and the journalift 
received my packet before four. Here is 
his anfwer, informing me that I was too 
late, as his Journal was already printed.” 

** You ought,” faid he, “ to have ftop- 
ped the publication, and have caufed an- 
. other edition to be printed, with your re- 
fignation.” 

S eee ereplied |; 1; * but I did not receive 
his anfwer till nine o’clock in the morn- 
ing.” 

“Ah! in that cafe Iam in the wrong : 
but I advife you not to go this evening to 
the council.” 

{ “J am of your opinion,” I anfwered; 

 % and I am going to give the king notice, 
that he may not be furprifed at my ab- 
fence.” 

I accordingly went to the king immedi- 
ately, and gave him an account of what 
had paffed. His majefty approved of my 
condu@, and obferved, with fome truth, 

5 7 that 
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that it was lucky my temper was lefs vio~ 
Jent than M. Cayer de Gerville’s. 

Lacofte, formerly firft clerk of the ma- 
rine in the department of the colonies, and 
afterwards fent, in quality of the king’s 
commiflary, to eftablifh the new conftitu- 
tion in the Ifles du Vent, fucceeded me 
in the marine department. His difpute 
with M. de Behague, relative to their re- 
{pective powers, was the caufe of his being 
recalled into France. His denunciations 
againft that governor, in the aflembly and — 
in the club of Jacobins, where he went 
upon his firft arrival, and his low birth, 
gave to his nomination all the popularity 
which the circumftances required. This 
man, fo violent in his temper, and coarfe 
in his manners, ought never to have been 
raifed from the fphere in which he had 
before pafled: his life, as it was moft cer- 
tainly ‘bat in which he feemed beft fitted to 
aét. Like others of his rank, the circum- 
ftance which he moft admired in the revo- 
lution was, that it cleared the way to the 
firft offices of the ftate to all, without any © 

other 
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other diftinGtion than thofe of talents and 
of virtue; two qualities in which few 
men are fenfible of a deficiency. His at- 
tachment to the Jacobins, or rather his de- 
fire to preferve their good graces, led him 
into the indecent abfurdity of placing a 
pike in his hall, with a red cap upon it: 
but, with all that was faulty or ridiculous 
in his manners, Lacofte was, at bottom, an 
honeft man: he detefted the cruelties of 
the revolution ; he always behaved refpect- 
fully to the king, and. gave his majefty 
fome proofs of attachment which required 
courage. 
- The three minifters who remained in 
place from the gth of March, were M. 
Tarbé, minifter of finance; Cayer de Ger- 
ville, minifter of the home department; 
and M. Duport du Tertre, Garde des 
Sceaux, who, after the decree of accufation 
again{t M. de Leflart, was entrufted with 
the bufinefs of the foreign department till 
_another minifter fhould be appointed. 
-M. Duport du Tertre, whom the revo- 
dution had raifed from the fituation of 
clerk, 
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clerk, with a falary of twelve hundred 
livres, to the firft dignity in the kingdom, 
was, from the beginning, and with good 
reafon, the zealous partifan of a revolution | 
which had been fo advantageous to him. 
M. de la Fayette, by whofe influence he had 
been appointed minifter, arid all that part of 
the firft aflembly which went by the name 
of Cété Gauche, placed great confidence in 
him. Even after the diffolution of that 
affembly, he continued in intimacy with 
fome of the principal perfons who had 
compofed it; namely, the Lameths, Bar- 
nave, and Adrian du Port, who were every 
day at his houfe: he did nothing without 
confulting them. 

The conftitutionalifts who formed the Céné 
Gauche * of the firft aflembly, became the 
Cété Droit of the fecond, in which the Céré 
Gauche was compofed of the moft violent 
Jacobins, who aimed at the overthrow of 
PEOREEEOY, conftitutional or not; and 

*® Cité Gauche and Coté Droit were names given to the 


two parties in the affembly ; the fecond denoting the fup- 
notes of government, the firft the oppafition. 


there- 
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therefore attacked, with equal fury, the 
conftitutional minifters, and thofe whom 
they fufpected of being attached to the an- 
cient government. On this account M. 
Duport du Tertre had nearly as many ene- 
mies in the affembly as myfelf. He was 
obliged ta give in his refignation a week | 
after my retreat, in fpite of all his efforts to 
iupport the conftitution, to which he was 
more attached by gratitude than by efteem. 
Meflis. Tarbé and Cayer de Gerville 
were obliged to do the fame, becaufe they 
had adopted the fatal idea, that a miniftry 
entirely compofed of Jacobins, was the - 
only one, which was proper for that pe- 
riod; and they perfuaded the king and 
queen of this. 

My nomination to the marine se 
ment had given great uneafinefs to M. Du~ 
port du Tertre, who has fince owned ta 
me, that he looked -upon me with an evil 
eye for fome time, as he was convinced 
that I had only accepted of the marine de- 
partment as a ftep to the chancellorthip. 


But he became one of my moft zealous 
parti- 
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partifans when he, found that it was not 
from ambition that I entered adminiftra- 
tion; and, that fo far from defiring the 
place of any of my colleagues, I only 
thought of difengaging myfelf from my 

own as foon as I could with honour. 
Tarbé, formerly a clerk of the finances, 
was an intelligent, active, laborious, honeft 
man, and entirely devoted to the king: he 
might have kept his place in adminiftra+ 
tion, with the confent of all parties, as he 
had never taken a ftep, or uttered an ex- 
preffion which could poffibly give offence 
to any one, He had no great talents for 
fpeaking, and drew up papers but indiffer: 
ently ; but he was mild, modeft, and po- 
lite. He feemed much more impreffed 
with the recollection of what he had been, 
than elated by the fituation he had rifen 
to, and was no way anxious to imprefs 
others with the idea of his own importance. 
Entirely occupied with the duties of his 
office, which he was thought to be more 
capable of difcharging than any other, it 
would have been fortunate that he had 
6 cons 
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continued in office ; becaufe, in fo doing, 
he would have rendered the king the eflen- 
tial fervice of keeping out Claviere, who 
afterwards proved one of the moft wicked 
and dangerous men of the revolution, 

Cayer’ de Gerville was in his heart a re- 
publican ; he detefted and defpifed. kings ; 
and equally abhorred priefts of all deno- 
minations, whom he accufed of having, in 
all ages, been the apoftles of falfehood, the 
propagators of fanaticifm, and the pro- 
moters of civil wars and perfecution. 

“« T with from my foul,” faid he one 
day to us, coming out of the council, 
“ that I could hold betwixt my finger and 
thumb that curfed race of vermin, and an- 
nihilate them with one crack.” 

_ Notwithftanding this firange fpeech, he 
fhewed. no propenfity to cruelty in his 
actions: but he might really be confidered 
asa very hot-headed man. In his opinion, 
the conftitution had one very great fault ; 
namely, that it retained fomething of 
monarchy; but, as he had {worn to ob- 
ferve . 
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ferve it, he was fcrupuloufly Foghat to his 
oath. 2 
He was a member of the ninsitielp alin 
of Paris; and the exercife of municipal 
fovereignty over-heated his naturally ar- 
dent brain: the people was his inceffant 
theme ; and he declaimed, with peculiar 
violence and volubility, againft ariftocracy, 
nobility, emigration, and priefts. He faw 
every where, but particularly at court, 
treafons, plots, confpiracies : in a word, he 
poffefled all the characteriftics of a ftern 
republican ; and, in this quality, sitions 
great popularity. 

Soon after he entered the miniftry, he 
did juftice to the king’s good qualities ; and 
became fo fenfible of that prince’s probity, 
the rectitude of his intentions, his mode~ 
ration, and humanity, that he almoft for- 
gave him for being a king. The only fault 
he found in him, was his attachment to 
the Catholic faith, and to non-conftitu- 
tional priefts. But Cayer de Gerville’s 
‘sie of the queen was far from being fo 

advan 
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advantageous; he looked upon her as a 
haughty, perfidious, and wicked woman, 
who thought of nothing but of re-efta- 
blithing defpotifm; and his idea of her 
majefty was fuch, that when the mini- 
fterial committee was held in the pa- 
lace, he never would fpeak with freedom, 
from a notion that the queen, or fome of 
her {pies, liftened at the door, or behind 
the wainfcot: the fmalleft noife was fuffi- 
cient to confirm him in his fufpicions, and 
prevent his uttering another fyllable du- 
ring the whole time of the committee. 

He was one day extremely offended by 
an anfwer which the king inattentively 
made him in the old regal ftyle, which 
was now exploded. M. Cayer de Gerville 
had fpontaneoufly undertaken a very labo- 
rious piece of bufinefs, merely in the view 
of being ufeful to his majefty. After the 
council, he came and gave an account of 
it: on which the king faid, “J permit you, 
fir, to prefent your memorial to me.” 

The minifter was fo much fhocked with 
this anfwer, that he took up his pocket- 

VOL, I. i book, 
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book, and abruptly left the king, without 
faying a fingle word. He came immedi« 
ately to pour forth his bad humour in ‘the 
committee ; and, after telling his colleagues 
what had juft paffed, he continued to re- 
peat with indignation: “J permit you to 
vender me an effential fervice; a pleafant 
manner indeed of thanking a. man! If I 
had had the memorial in my hands, I would 
bave thrown it into the fire. . However, he 
Soall never fet eyes on it.” : 7 
. The minifter’s infolence had not efcaped 
the king; but he was forced to bear with 
this, as with the.other marks of difrefpect 
which he daily received. Two days after, 
his majefty defired Cayer, de; Gerville to 
bring him the memorial: he did this in 
fuch an obliging accent and manner, as en= 
tirely to overcome the minifter’s anger. 
He. immediately brought the memorial ; 
and the king was again reinftated in his 
_good graces. 

Upon another occafion, he, treated Ma- 
dame Elizabeth with great rudenefs. ‘This 
virtuous princefs, whofe life was dedicated 
; ti to 
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to piety and benevolence, had continual 
applications from the unfortunate. An 
unhappy nun had been particularly recom- 
mended to her proteétion; fhe defired to 
fee Cayer de Gerville before he went to the 
council, intending to {peak to him in favour 
of the nun. He waited upon the princefs ; 
but, before fhe had finifhed what. fhe had 
to fay, interrupting her abruptly, he faid, 
“Tt is aftonifhing, madam, that you fet fo 
little value upon the time of a minifter, as 
to make him lofe half an hour in hearing | 
the hiftory of a nun: I have other bufi- 
nefs on my hands than the affairs of nuns ; 
and you will forgive me, madam, when I 
tell you frankly, that I fhall give myfelf as 
little trouble about this one as about others. 

The mild princefs, whofe ears had nevet 
been wounded by fo harfh an expoftulation, 
was fo much fhocked and confounded, that 
fhe fuffered the minifter to leave the apart- 
ment without attempting to reply. 

Cayer de Gerville, finding that the po- 
pularity of the miniftry daily decreafed, 
faw no other means of retaining the little 

12 he 
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he ftill pofleffed perfonally, but that of giv- 


ing in his refignation. His retreat was fol- 
lowed by that of the Garde des Sceaux, who, 
having been chiefly fupported by Cayer de 
Gerville’s friendfhip and popularity, did not 
choofe to remain alone expofed to the at- 
tacks of his enemies, whofe number every 
day augmented. He therefore announced, _ 
that he would give in his refignation as 
foon as the accufation again{t him was ex- 
amined into. 

This determination, which his friends 
took care to fpread, accelerated the bring- 
ing of this bufinefs before the aflembly ; 
the accufation was rejected, which, as his 
enemies obferved, was rearing a golden - 
bridge for his efcape. 

A month after he was eleted, by a great 
majority of votes, «fecufateur Public of 
the criminal tribunal, in place of Robe- 
fpierre, who refigned the office without 
having ever fulfilled its functions. ‘The 
conduct of this monfter has but too well 
~ fhewn, that humanity was_not his motive ; 
the power of accufing was no fatisfaction, 

ear ays | unlefs 
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unlefs he had alfo the power of deftroying 
his victims. 

Mefirs. Duport du Tertre, Tarbé, and 
Cayer de Gerville, all gave in their refig- 
nations between the r5th and 2oth of 
March. 

~The new miniftry was compofed of M. 
Duranthon for the department of juftice, 
M. de Graves for that of war, De la Cofte 
for the marine, de Claviere for that of the 
finances, and Dumourier for foreign af- 
fairs, ‘The laft, a month before his nomi- 
nation, was at Niort, where he had been 
forced to take refuge from his creditors. M. 
de Leflart being informed that he was the 
intimate friend of Genfonné, imagined that 
Dumourier’s good offices might be of fervice’ 
to him with this deputy, who was a mem- 
ber of the diplomatic committee, and one 
of M.. de Leffart’s moft inveterate perfe- 
cutors. In this hope, he wrote a minifte- 
rial letter to Dumourier, who had long fo- 
licited an employment in the | diplomatic 
line, and defired him to come immediately 


to Paris, where he would be informed of 
v2 the 
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the king’s intentions; and, at the fame 

time, fent fix thoufand livres to enable him 
to clear off the debts which he might have 

contracted in Poitou. © 

Dumourier haftened to Paris, not doubt. 
ing but the fituation of minifter plenipo> 
tentiary, at leaft, was intended for him. 
Upon his arrival, he flew to M. de Leffart. 
The minifter told him, that nothing was 
yet decided ; but that a’change would foon 
_take place in the diplomatic body; and, as 
he intended to propofe him) to the king, 
for one of the places which was to be va- 
cated, he wifhed to have fome converfation 
with him firft, that he might be able to 
judge in what fituation his fervices would 
be moft ufeful,. M. de Leffart then fpoke 
to him of the oppofition he experienced in 
the affembly from fome of the principal de- 
puties. At the name of Genfonné, Du- 
mourier interrupted the minifter, _ 

“ As for him,” faid he, “ he is my inti- 
mate friend, and entirely at my difpofal ; 
I not only take in hand to put an end ta 
his attacks againft you, but even to bring 

him 
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him to receive your commands to-morrow 
morning, if you pleafe.” 

M. de Leflart readily agreed to this pro= 
pofal.. Accordingly Genfonné accompanied 
Dumourier next day ; exprefled much re- 
gret at having mifunderftood the minifter’s 
intentions, which had led him to oppofe 
his meafures ; and, at length, promifed en- 
tirely to change his conduc. | 

_M. de Leffart was very well. fatisfied 
with this interview ; conceived great hopes 
of benefit from it, and exulted. in the lucky 
idea which had ftruck him of calling Du- 
mourier to Paris. The general was not. 
Jong of perceiving this, and did not fail to 
avail himfelf of it, with his ufual addrefs. 
On his third vifit to the minifter, he ex- 


_ preffed a fear of being arrefted by his cre- 


ditors if. .he remained longer in. Paris. 
There was no méans of retaining him, but 
by paying his ‘debts, which were pretty 
‘confiderable; and» the neceflary fum was 
taken from the fund of fecret expences, 
which was at the’ minifter’s difpofal. . 


t4 Some 
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Some days after, Genfonné and the other 
friends which Dumourier had in the af- 
fembly, gave him to underftand that it 
would be an eafier matter for him to fuc- 
ceed M. de Leffart than to fupport him; 
and, in this inftance, as in many others, 
ambition triumphed over gratitude. 

M. de Leffart’s talents, without being 
ftriking, were greatly above mediocrity ; 
he had a penetrating and juft underftand- 
ing, and an upright mind, notwithftanding 
his ambition, which fometimes mifled 
him. Perhaps he would have had energy 
of character, had he enjoyed a better ftate 
of health ; for he was capable of adopting 
vigorous meafures ; but, unlefs they were . 
put in execution immediately, a nervous 
attack, to which he was extremely fubject, 
was fufficient to get the better of them. 

_ He had long been the friend, the favour- 
ite, and admirer of M. Necker: he ac- | 
knowledged, however, and bitterly lamented 
the faults of that minifter’s laft adminiftra~ 
tion ; but thofe very faults appeared in the 
eyes of friendfhip the errors of virtue. 

‘6 M. Necker,” 
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** M. Necker,” faid he, * does not know 
mankind ; and his great miftake is in judg- 
ing of the hearts of others by his own.” 

M. de Leflart was neither a republican, 
nor a conftitutionalift, but  fincerely at- 
tached to the king, whofe virtues he -re- 
vered ; and, to the laft moment, he gave 
his majefty every mark of zeal and fidelity 
that was in his power. He may be re- 
proached, like all who compofed the mi- 
niftry at that time, with having continued 
to difcharge the funétions of his depart- 
ment after the king’s departure for Va- 
tennes, and during his captivity. But it is 
prefumable, that his majefty was {fatisfied 
with the motives which had induced the 
minifters to that condua@, though contrary 
to the orders he had left at his departure ; 
becaufe he reftored them all to his confi- 
dence afterwards, and was very much af- 
fe&ted on account of the decree of accufa- 
tion iffued againft M. de Leffart, 
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CHAP, XXL. 


The account of, my adminiftration given in to 
~ the affembly. Saks is printed, and di iftri- 
buted over the kingdom. —Dj Thole f 
the wags ie 


roy wv 5 
M’ firft care, on 1 retiring from the mini- 
ftry, was to get ready the account of 
my adminiftration, which the affembly had 
a right to exadt,,and which the conftitu- 
tion allowed a month to prepare, . 
I was earneftly folicitous to thew, by an 
authentic act,,, and in a manner: which 
would no way commit the king, all the err- 
ors of the new conftitution, and the evils 
which arofe from them in the department — 
entrufted to me ; therefore, far from taking 
advantage of the delay which the conftitu- 
tion granted, I laid my account before the 
aflembly on the 28th of March, thirteen 
days after my refignation. I added to this 
account an extract of the verbal proceffes of | 
Gin: | the 
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the principal -infurrections and mutinies 
which had taken place inthe fea-ports, and 
on board the veffels, none of which had 
been punithed. I fubjoined copies of the let- 
ters which I received from navy officers, con- 
taining their motives of refignation. Iregard- 
ed this fupplement as a neceflary and proper 
refutation of the calumnies which «were 
fpread againft the marine body, accufed of 
ariftocracy, and of favouring defpotifm. I 
fupprefled the fignatures, that no indivi- 
dual might be brought into danger. Six 
thoufand copies were immediately printed, 
and one fent to every member of the af- 
‘fembly ; a certain number to all the differ- 
ent departments, and to the principal muni- 
cipalities of the kingdom. The remainder 
was diftributed in Paris. 

In this publication, I laid open, without 
referve, the fatal confequences of the unre~ _ 
{trained power arrogated by the clubs. The 
Jacobins were the more violently irritated 
as I brought fuch inconteftible proofs of 
every circumftance, that the truth could not 
be doubted, This publication was not ne- 

ceflary 
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ceflary to draw upon me the animadverfion 
of the Jacobins, whofe anger I had long 
before incurred ; and I fhould certainly 
have felt the effects of their.rage, if the 
marine committee had been able to dif- 
cover the leaft error in my calculations: 
but luckily they were equally exa& with 
my narrative. I fhall here give this me- 
morial, not only as being the moft import- 
ant act of my miniftry, but as it is alfo 
the Only piece of the kind which has been 
publithed, 


A flatement, addreffed ia the national affembly 
by M. de Bertrand de Moleville, late mini- 
_ fier of the marine, ont the 27th of March 
1.792. 
_ “T might limit myéfelf, by peedetiabate to 
the national aflembly an account of thofe 
particulars only which they have the right 
of exacting from me; but I have refolved 
to lay before them all the particulars of my 
conduct, and the motives of my aétions, , 
during the whole time that I was entrufted 
with the marine department. ) 
The 
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* ‘The expenditure of money, which is 
generally the principal object of refponfibi- 
lity, was, I muft fay, during my admini- 
ftration, the circumftance of finalleft im- 
portance ; I fhall therefore, in this memo- 
rial, give what regards accounts feparately. 
Thofe of a minifter of marine are extremely 
fimple, becaufe he does not dire& the ex- 
-penditure at the ports ; he is only refpon- 
fible for the contracts which he makes per- 
-fonally, or for thofe which he agrees to. 
He mutt likewife account for all expences 
which he anthorizes to be made, anid for the 
quarterly diftribution of the funds. The 
adminiftrators who refide in the ports, in 
the fleet, and in the colonies, are refpon- 
. fible that the funds which they are entruft- 
ed with fhall be exactly diftributed. I here 
lay before you the accounts which I have . 
fettled, and thofe of the contra&ts which I 
have concluded.’ Al! are conformable to 
the eftimate which was fixed, according to 
the ordinary and extraordinary valuations 
of the different articles, and of the funds 


which were affigned. I have net only 
never 
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never exceeded the eftimate, but, on the 
contrary, have expended lefs than I was 
authorized to do, upon all thofe articles on 
which a faving could be made. At a time 
when the difpofition of the maritime powers 
could give us no uneafinefs, and when the © 
demands of the war department were im- 
menfe, this meafure, which was prompted 
by the pureft patriotifm, and approved of by 
the king, produced, during the five months 
I was in office, an important faving. 

‘© [ fhall fay no more upon a fubjec&t 
which can fo eafily be verified by an exa- 
mination of the facts. I come now to the 
moft effential parts of my adminiftration ; 
and this fhall form the laft anfwer I fhall 
make to the reproaches which have been 
thrown out againft me; for having now 
acquired the right to fpeak the whole truth, 
I fhall conceal nothing. 

** From the moment I entered into ads 
miniftration, and during the fhort time 
which I continued in it, I have feen the 
fources of the wealth of the nation drained, 
our principal colony laid wafte, the others 
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in a flate of difcontent or infurrection, our 
trade decreafing, our navy diforganized, 
our docks, arfenals, and fhipping prefent. 
ing the frightful appearance of want of dif- 
cipline, of anarchy, and contempt Of the 

laws. 1220 | 
“ The caufe of thefe evils was known to 
all. Thofe who ought to obey, had dared 
to threaten; and thofe who ought to com- 
mand, were deprived of all authority, and 
were loaded with infults with impunity. 
I fay with impunity, becaufe there is no 
example of any one having been punifhed 
on account of the infurreCtions in the fleet 
or in the harbours, or for the mutinies ex- 
cited againft the naval officers. This will 
be proved, to your conviction, by the papers 
which are annexed to my account ; and you 
will find that the moft lawful a€ts of autho- 
rity were confidered as infults by thofe 
who had fuddenly pafled from a ftate of 
neceflary fubjection to one of entire in- 
dependance. The clubs, which are cor- 
porations of a kind much more powerful 
than thofe which the conftitution abolifhed, 
have 
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have exercifed, in all our harbours, a fatal 
influence which none of the conftituted au- 
thorities can refift ; for the workmen who 
receive daily pay, the clerks, the fuper- 
intendents, and the fubordinate officers, in- 
ftead of being entirely occupied by their 
bufinefs, have ceafed to obey the govern- 
ment which employed them, and have be- 
come dangerous inftruments of fedition. 
What muft be the confequence, when fuch 
perfons are at once converted into reform- 
ers, political orators, and cenfurers of the 
adminiftration ? What muft become of 
public authority, when each individual ex- 
ercifes it? How are orders to be iffued, 
when the inferiors profcribe, infult, and put 
to flight their fuperiors ? 

_§ All thefe faéts are of fuch public no- 
toriety, that I have no fear ef being accufed 
of exaggerating them. I fhall add to the 
papers which prove the truth of this me- 
morial, fome of leffer note, becaufe it is my 
duty to conceal nothing. 

* It will not be forgotten, that between 
_the two remarkable revolts againft the prin- 
cipal 
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cipal officers, between the period at which 
M. d’Albert was infulted, and when M. de 
la Jaille was imprifoned, at the artival of 
the Leopard at IBreft, a navy clerk, who 
was then procureur of the municipality, 
pronounced a public difcourfe, in which 
he bafely calumniated and menaced the 
whole navy, which was then entire, noné 
of the officers having at that’ time aban- 
doned the fervice. This fcandalous fpeech 
was denounced in the conftituent affem- 
bly, but the man who pronounced it be- 
came afterwards a member of the legiflative 
body ; and in the beginning of laft Decem- 
ber he wrote to the municipality of Brett 


in thefe terms, on mentioning me: 
“«¢ We wait for the impoftor without 


fear. You did well to accufe and denounce 
him. ... You will foon fee how we thall 
treat him.... We defpife the Marignys 
and Bertrands,’ &c. &c. * 

| it 


* This letter was communicated by the municipality of 
Breft to M. de Marigay, who informed me of it; and I re- 
ceived likewife, at the fame time, two copiesofit. I have 
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“ Tt is this man * who, after fuch a let- 
ter, has not hefitated to become the reporter 
of thefe denunciations, which he himfelf 
encouraged and procured. 

“In entering into the miniftry, I found 
the navy in this wretched condition. The 
patience of the officers was exhaufted, but . 
they continued brave, zealous, and patri« 
otic. What ought I todo? Was it proper 
for the king’s minifter to increafe the dif- 


been reproached for not mentioning this (1) : but how is it . 
poffible to miftake the motive of my filenee? Being com- 
pletely convinced that the accufations againft me were un- 
‘founded, I naturally withed that the reporter fhould be a 
perfon whom no one could fufpeét of being too favourable 
to me.. Such was my wifh. Was it not accomplifhed even 
beyond my. hopes? 

* This violent patriot, whofe name was Cavelier, came 
feeretly to London in the year 1794, with the defign of ob- 
taining money from the Engtlifh government, offering to 
have the port of Breit burnt, or delivered up to the Eng- 
lifh. Iwas informed of his arrival and of his intention, and 
gave immediate notice of it to Mr. Windham, who ex- 
preffed the fame horror which I had felt at this intimation. 
{ affured him of the infamous charaéter of this fellow, upon 
whom no dependence could be put; the confequence of 


which was, that Cavelier was ordered to quit the kingdom. - 
{1) Vide Appendix, No. VII. 
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fatisfation, by encouraging informations, 
calumnies, and infurrections? Was it his 
duty to obey the infurgerits in the fea-ports, 
or to conform himfelf to the fpirit and let- 
ter of the conftitution, and to endeavour to 
re-eftablifh order and difcipline, by putting 
the laws in execution againft all who in- 
fringed them? This is what I have done; 
and thofe who reproached me with break- 
ing the laws, by granting furloughs, have 
forgotten that I have juftified each by the 
very words of thofe laws; and the three 
whichwere thought moft reprehenfible, were 
found, on examination, to be as conform- 
able to the laws as the reft. In faa, there is 
no example of a knight of Malta being re- 
fufed, in time of peace, leave of abfence to 
execute the fervice of his order, becaufe the 
cruifing of Maltefe veffels in the Mediter- 
yanean was found of ufe to our trade in 
that fea; and M. de Nieul, infpector of the 
marines, never having been employed fince 
the year 178g, and it not being poffible to 
employ him till the new organization of the 


army had taken place, he had no occafion for 
K 2 a written 
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a written permiffion to abfent himfelf ; for 
he was in the fituation of anunemployed ge- 
neral officer, therefore the leave of abfence 
which I gave him was neither requifite nor 
written with all the forms, and was only re- 
quefted by him that I might know where 
he was, in cafe of my having occafion to 
tranfmit the king’s ordersto him. 

““T have likewife been reproached for 
not having informed the legiflative body of 
the difordered and abandoned ftate in which 
the harbour of Breft was; and with hav- 
ing written to the editor of the Moniteur, 
on the 14th of November, that no naval 
officer had quitted his poft. It was, with- 
out doubt, forgotten that my letter was an 
anfwer to the editor, who had made a falfe 
allegation inthis paper. He had ftated, in 
the preceding number, that I had requefted 
to be heard in the affembly, to mention the 
néw meafures which the king had adopted, 
relative to the defertion of the officers in 
my department. I anfwered, as I ought, 
that I had not aecufed the naval officers of 
any new emigration, becaufe the fad was, 

that 
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that fince my being in adminiftration, not 
_one of them had quitted his poft,,. And if 
the author of the obfervations addreffed to 
the king, upon my condudt, had-taken the | 
trouble to look over the papers which were 
annexed to the report of the naval com- 
mittee, he would have found, in page: 26, 
an extract of the review of the 1ft of OGe- 
ber, and in the laft page, an extractof that 
of the 20th of November, in both of which 
the number of officers abfent without leave 
was ftated to be two hundred and feventy- ' 
one. He mutt then have been convinced 
that I was fully authorifed to affert, upon 
‘the 14th of November, that fince my en- 
trance into adminiftration, no naval officer 
-had quitted his poft.. He might have re- 
membered, thet one of the firft acts of my 
adminiftration was to propofe to the king 
to recall all abfent officers, by a letter ad- 
dreffed to the commandants of the fea- 
- ports, beginning with thefe words : 

“FT am informed, fir, that the emi- 
grations among the naval officers increafe 
daily, | 
ie Age 
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“If he had recollected this letter, of 
which the national aflembly were informed, 
and which was printed in the public newl~ 
papers, he muft, without doubt, have per- 
ceived, that the reproach of having con- 
cealed the emigration of the naval officers 
was too palpably unjuft, even to have been © 
pronounced againft me by the legiflative 
body *. 

“ T flattered myfelf, that by checking all 
difturbances, by punifhing all difobedience 
of orders, and by preventing thofe ats of 
violence, which made the prefence of the 
naval officers in the fea~ports dangerous to 
themfelves, and ufelefs for the fervice, that 
{ fhould at length enable them to do their 
duty with the fame firmnefs, with which, 
for two years, they had endured the re- 
proaches, the fufpicions, and threats with 

™* 'Thefe are not the an miftakes which the athe of the - 
obfervations addreffed to the king has fallen into. He ac- 
cufes me of having granted permiffions of abfence, although my 
predeceffor had pofitively fufpended them on the 15th of Auguft. 
But the fact is exaétly the reverfe ; for in one month trom — 


the 15th of Auguft, my predeceffor granted leave of ab- 
fence, or a prolongation of abfence, to twenty-two officers. 


which’ 
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which they were loaded. I was thoroughly 
fenfible of the difficulties of fuch an under- 
taking, but I was not to be difconcerted by 
perfonal abufe or by fecret plots. Thefe 
attacks I confidered as honourable proofs 
of my zeal for the public fervice: but my 
courage and my exertions were ineffectual ; 
for I could only act by the power of go-_ 
vernment, and according to the law. But » 
government was no longer refpected, and 
the laws were violated With impunity ; it 
was therefore impoffible for me to attack a 
fingle abufe, without exciting outcries and 
accufations which were always ftrongly 
fupported. The firft impreffion is ever — 
againft the accufed, efpecially when he isa 
minifter; and in thefe wretched times, no 
man can be a minifter without being in- 
ftantly fufpected of error, of wilful wrong, 
and of want of patriotifin. 

“Tn vain I invoked the vengeance of the 
lawsagainft thofe who attacked and wounded 
M. de la Jaille. All Breft knew thofe who 
cominitted this outrage, which was perpe- 
trated at mid-day, in the prefence of a thou- 


K 4 fand 
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fand witnefles. The proceedings againft the 
criminals commenced, and decrees were 
paffed; but the execution of thofe decrees 
was fufpended. The villains were protect- 
ed by powerful demagogues, who terri- 
fied and controuled the minifters. 

“‘ I attempted to fupprefs the infolence, 
diforder, and want of fubordination, which 
reigned in our arfenals; but every effort 
was ineffeCtual ; for the factious fpirit of 
party and licentioufnefs annihilates all 
authority.. All eeconomy and regularity 
is at an end; and the lofs of time, and the 
wafte of materials, may be computed at 
feveral millions, from the impofiibility of 
punifhing or difmiffing thofe workmen, 
overfeers, fubordinate. officers, and clerks, 
who were turbulent orators, and who were 
protected by the clubs. 

“« In the thipping, the confufion was of a 
different kind, but equally impoflible to be 
remedied. 

“ A new form of trial has been eftablihed 
for thofe who commit offences on board 
a hip. This form will, perhaps, an-~ 

| 5 {wer 
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{wer very well in other times, when light is 
more generally diffufed, and when the true 
principles of a free conftitution are fami- 
liarly known by all. But experience has 
demonttrated, that, where the minds of 
men are new to liberty, and confequently 
unable to diftinguith it from licentioufnefs, 
a maritime jury will not fucceed in the 
manner expected by the conftituent affem- 
bly... The appendix, which is added to 
this memorial, containing many decifions 
of juries, will leave no doubt upon this faa. 
* We need feek no other caufe for the na- 
_ val officers abandoning the fervice. 'Thofe 
who have fent in their refignations, and 
"yet -remain in France, have alleged no 
other motives in their letters to me ;. copies 
of which I think it my duty to lay before 
the national aflembly. It appears by the 
fentiments expreffed in thefe letters, that 
there is not one officer who is not ready to 
fhed the laft drop of his blood for his 
country, if he did not dread the lofs of his 
honour, ever connected with the honour of — 


the French flag. 
* ‘The 
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“'The-legiflative body will diffipate this 
well grounded apprehenfion, by taking im- 
mediate and effeftual meafures to eftablith 
order, difcipline, and fubmiffion to the 
laws: this is the only means of faving the 
French navy from the deftruction with 
which it is) threatened, and of preventing 
the epoch of its new formation noe that 
of its total diffolution. 

‘In the merchant fervice, there will be 
found all that can be effected by zeal and 
patriotifm; but, unfortunately, it is only 
by great labour and long experience, that 
the talents requifite in the .different ranks 
can be acquired. .Tourvillesand Duguai- 
trouin were not the work of a day; they 
were formed by dangers and battles, 

‘ But let us fuppofe, that the merchant 
feryice was, able to furnifh the! ftate with 
a fufficient number of able officers, without 
obitrnGing commerce and endangering the 
fafety of the merchant fhips. How are 
thefe new officers to be obeyed, if the af- 
fembly does not adopt the neceflary means 
to reprefs mutiny? How can the com- 

manders, 
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manders, whoever they are, be refponfable, 
in this profeffion, if there is not the moft 
immediate implicit obedience? The flighteft 
hefitation in- executing an order, or in. 
obeying a fignal, may be fufficient to en- 
danger the fafety of the ftate! It is un- 
neceflary for me to obferve, that the firft 
meafure to be taken is, to fupprefs, in all 
the fea-port towns, thofe deliberating cor- 
porations, which were profcribed by the 
conftituent aflembly, which have had the 
power of annihilating all that confidence, 
refpeét, and fubmiflion, which are due from 

the inferior towards the fuperior officers, 
“J fhall not enlarge upon the fhare [ 
have had in the government of the colonies. 
The affembly already know the dif- 
afters which have taken place there, and 
the melancholy confequences which have 
followed. Both at St. Domingo, and at 
Martinico, as in France, all the evils have 
arifen from the diforganifation of the go- | 
vernment, from the audacity of factious 
men, and from infurreCtions being un- 
punithed, 
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punifhed. [have exerted myfelf, by mak- 

ing repeated demands and, ‘complaints to 

this affembly, even to importunity, to have 

the misfortunes of the colonies, remedied ; 

and I have at: leaft the confolation of 
knowing, that they were not owing to 

me. ; vi 

. “ Laftly, there is another truth, which is 

important, though little known, that I 

ought to atteft and publifh. During the 

five months and a half in which I have 

been in the miniftry, I have never feen the 

king vary one moment from his fidelity to 

the principles of the conftitution. I thall* 
mention, in fupport of this affertion, a fact 

which recently occurred, and which made 

fo great an impreflion upon my colleagues, 

that they cannot have forgotten it. 

“* Towards the end of laft month, a very 
delicate and important affair was brought 
before the council. There were two ways 
of acting ; the one. would occafion a very 
confiderable increafe of the power of the 
crown, without exciting any difcontent, 

becaule 
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becaufe it was agreeable to the general with. 
The other was the way more exadtly code 
formable to the letter and fpirit of the con- 
ftitution, The king, without waiting for 
the advice of his minifters, did not hefi- 
tate a moment in deciding for the latter ; 
and he fignified his opinion in thefe re- 
markable words: Lhe conffitution is to be 
faithfully executed, and we are never to attempt 
to increafe the powers of the crown. What 
an example to the conftituted authorities! 
And how much is it to be wifhed for the 
good of the public, that all of them fhould 

“ confine their powers as fcrupuloufly within 
the bounds that.are prefcribed! 

“] fubmit thefe reflections to the wifdom _ 
of the national: aflembly. They are fug- 
gefted to me by the pureft love of my 
country. May my fucceffor, happier than 
me, fee true patriotifm triumph over the 
paffions ‘and falfe opinions which I had to 
caimbat * |. 

(Signed) Dez BERTRAND.” 


* Vide Appendix, No: VIII. 


This 
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This declaration, which was printed and 
directed to each member of the affembly, 
contains the moft pofitive contradiation of 
all the accufations thrown out again{ft me 
in the memorial addreffed to the king. It 
wasinduftrioufly fpread through the whole 
kingdom as a challenge to any of my ene- 
mies to anfwer it: but as no one attempted 
its refutation, the abfurd calumny of my 
having favoured the emigration of the na~ 
val officers, by paying them their appoint- 
ments at Coblentz, and by granting ta 
many the liberty of abfenting themfelves, 
was forgotten for a time. 

The Jacobins, however, {till honoured 
me by their animadverfions. My name 
was never pronounced in the club without 
being accompanied with the epithets of 
infamous or villainous: The fole crime 
which they accufed me of was being a 
member of the chimerical Auftrian com- 
mittee; and to make the exiftence of this 
committee credited, factious men publifhed 
daily pretended difcoveries of treafonable 

6 defigns 
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defigns and imaginary plots, in order to en- 
rage and miflead the people. 

It was not till the September following 
that the infamous Hebert, in the account 
which he publifhed of the maflacres of the 
prifoners at Orleans and-Verfailles, renewed 
the charges againft me which had been be- 
gun by Cavelier, Rouhier, &c.; and he 
had the effrontery to fupport them by a 
public confeffion, which he afferted I made 
at the moment of my death; for I was in- 
cluded by him among the victims of this 
horrid maflacre; and the relation of my 
punifhment, accompanied with my laft 
will, was not the leaft interefting part of his 
Journal. 

It will appear, in the courfe of thefe Me- 
moirs, that there was a ftrong reafon for 
this falfehood*, ids 

* An old French navy officer, who was cafhiered by a 
court-martial, and declared unworthy and incapable of 
ferving the king, was condemned to be imprifoned for 
twenty years, has juft publifhed a work, the object of which 
is, without doubt, to prove that he is worthy and capable 
of ferving the republic, not only in the rank of contre-amiral, 
which he now holds, but in that of admiral in chief, of which 


he appears to be ambitious... This work is entitled Precis 
q. 
des 
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des Evinimens de la Guerre Maritime, des Caufes de la Dew 
firudiion de la Marine Frangaife, et des Mayens de la retablir. 
The author’s name is Y. J. Kerguelin. This admiral, 
worthy, by hisimpoftures, of being the echo, and even the 
continuator of the journalift Hebert (1), repeats, from the re- 
lation of the maffacres of Verfailles, ‘* that I facilitated the 
emigration of the general officers, and the other naval offi- 
cers; and that I had prefented a barren lift of a corps, the 
individuals of which were at Coblentz, though they were 
paid as if at Toulon, Breft, Rochefort, or Paris.” He adds, 
* that being the flave of a corrupt court, I was only fitted 
to promote its criminal views, in refifting the progrefs of the 
revolution, and in reftraining the courageous efforts of the 
friends of liberty.” Finally, he imputes to me « the rapid 
rife of General Truguet, an inexperienced youth, who was 
f{uddenly promoted to the rank of contre-amiral.” 

If I chofe to make ufe of fome notes which I had accafion 
to perufe, refpeCting Y. J. Kerguelin, amidft thofe which 
were kept in my office, concerning naval officers, who 
bad been likewife cafhiered, though for fmaller offences, I 
could eafily fhew that it is prudent to diftruft his affertions, 
even when official. I fhould only have to quote the repott 
which he made of his firft expedition to Terra Auftralis, of 
which he gave a moft feducing defcription, although he 
never faw the country, except through a fpying-glafs. Every 
thing which he narrated, relative to the rich cultnée of the 
lands, the induftry, intelligence, and mild manners of the 
inhabitants, is flatly contradicted by M. de Rofily the elder, 
who commanded the armed cutter with twenty men, which 
was fent there, and who afferts, that he had difcovered, on thig 
dry'rocky country, no marks of cultivation, and no inhabit. 
ants; and that there were only found fome féa-birds, which 
‘were fo tame, that they allowed themfelves to be taken by 
the hand, and the marks of one quadruped of the fmalleft 

«&) Writer of a Journal known under the tidle of Le Pre Duchéne. 

fpecies. 
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fpecies. This defcription, which is ‘precifely conformable. 
to that of Captain Cook, will determine in what man. 
ner the reports and affertions of Y. J. Kerguelin. are. to 
be explained by thofe who with to arrive at the truth. ' 
Thus, when he afferts, ‘¢ that as the flave of a corrupt court, 
I was only fitted to promote its criminal views,”? that meancy 
that at the time when I entered into adminiftration, there, 
was no court ; and that the moft virtuous and bett-intentioned 
king was, in his own palace, as is known to all Europe, the 
only flave. When he advances, * that the emigrated offi. 
cers were paid at Toulon, Breft,’? &e, &c. we mutt. conclude 
that none were paid. Indeed it was impoffible-that’any could 
be paid, without fending a certificate of their refidence to the. 
‘ paymatter, who was -perfonally refponfible, and who. never 
could receive any orders upon this fubje& from the minifter., 
When he reproaches me “ with having prefented a barren 
lift of naval officers, and of having promoted Truguet prema- 
turely to the rank of contre-amiral,” thofe aflertions mean, 
that the lift publifhed during my adminiftration had been 
drawn up and ordered by my predeceflor, and that General 
Truguet was not named to the rank of contre-amiral till 
fome months after my retreat. Finally, when he accufes 
me ‘of having deftroyed the navy,”’ it is then clearthat I 
had no fhare in it; and that it ought to be imputed to the 
caufes which I have explained in my ftatement, and to the 
negligence of the naval committee, in not framing fuch de- 
crees as were neceflary for re-eftablifhing order and difcipline 
in this department. This was affirmed by the minifter him- 
felf, in his report upon the ftate of France, pronounced be- 
fore the aflembly July 10, 1792, that is to fay, four months 
after my retreat. ‘The minifter of juftice, fpeaking in the 
name of all his colleagues, announced, “ that every thing was 
unfettled in the naval department, when M. La Cofte enter- 
edinto it; and that things were ftill in the fame fate, be- 
caufe, mn {pite of the efforts of the minifter and of his prede- 
¥OL It ” ceffors, 


146 PRIVATE MEMOIRS. 


ceffors, to obtain from the affembly fupplementary laws, to 
régulate the organization of this department, none had yet 
been decreed.” 

After having demonftrated, that in believing the contre- 
amiral Kerguelin, you are farther from the truth than in be- 
lieving the very reverfe of what he affirms, I cannot help 
congratulating myfelf upon his having abufed my adminiftra- 
tion. With regard to ;his merit and military talents, al- 
though, before the fentence of the court-martial, which de- 
¢clared him unworthy and incapable of ferving, he was con- 
fidered by his commanders and his equals as an unfkilful of- 
ficer, and ignorant in his profeffion, yet his promotion to the 
rank of contre-amiral makes it impoffible to doubt his hav~ 
ing become fuddenly as able as he thinks himfelf. 
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Cr AP. XAT: 


M. de Fleurieu named governor to the Prince 
Royal, but not invefted in the office. —After 
my refignation, the king defires me to keep 
up a corre{pondence by letters with him.— 
The object of this.—His majefty configns to 
me the diretion of certain affairs, which 
bad been formerly under the fuperintend-- 
ance of M. de Leffart—Spies employed by’ 
the tribunal of police. —Arrangement made 
with one of the principal members of the 
tribunal.—Meafures equally expenfive and 
ufele[s.—Danten paid by the court.—The 
new minifters oblige the king to declare 


war, much againft his inclination. 


HE appointment of the king’s houfe- 
hold was. a meafure which could 
be delayed without, zny inconveniency : 
put ‘it was. not fo with regard to the 
appointment of a governor to” the 

: See ' Dauphin, 


* 
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Dauphin, or, to fpeak in the con- 
ftitutional ftile, the Prince Royal. The 
firft, or conftituent affembly, had fhewed 
an inclination to arrogate this power 
to themfelves, or to render it null in the 
hands of the king, by tranfmitting a lift 
made up by them, out of which he was to 
choofe one for that office: but the nume- 
rous and abfurd lift which they formed ap- 
peared fo ridiculous in the eyes of the pub- 
lic, that they thought it beft to adjourn the 
exercife of this pretended right; from which 
period, to that of their diflolution, the mul- 
tiplicity and importance of the affairs 
brought before them, had prevented the 
aflembly from renewing their pretenfions 
on this head. But as they never had 
formally abandoned them, it was highly 
probable that the fecond aflembly might 
have made this claim, if the king, by de- 
ferring the appointment of a governor to 
the Prince Royal beyond the period fixed, 


had given reafon to’ fufpe& that he har- 
boured doubts of his own right. 


A few 
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A few days before my refignation, there- 
fore, I gave it to the king as my opinion, 
that he ought to name the governor with- 
out farther delay. His majefty felt the 
force of this; but ftill he was embarrafled 
how to a&. | 

* Who can I choofe?” faid he. ‘ Do 
you know any perfon, proper for the fitu- 
ation, whom the Jacobins would not de- 
teft?. And I would rather that my fon re=- 
mained without a governor, than expofe 
the worthy man, whom I fhould appoint, 
to the infults of the people, and perhaps to 
aflaffination. On the other haad,’ conti- 
nued he, ‘‘ I am fenfible, that if I do not 
appoint a governor myfelf, the Jacobins 
may. probably propofe Condorcet, the 
Abbé Sieyes, or fome other fuch unprin- 
cipled perfon. Have you any one in 
view?” . . 

“ No, fire,” anfwered 1; “I thought 
that you had already confidered the mat- 
ter, and that your choice was fixed. I 
cought, however, to inform your majefty, 
that at the time the minifters were occupied 

L3 in 
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in forming your houfehold eftablifhment, 
M. de Fleurieu appeared to them the moft 
eligible perfon, as he was favourably looked 
upon by the Jacobins, upon account of the 
moderation of his conduct to the clerk 
Bonjour.” 
$e sae de Fleurieu, I think, would fuit 
’ faid the king. “ He is very well in- 
Pode and he is a man of probity, on 
whom I could rely. | Thére is nothing 
againft him but his timidity and exceffive 
gentlenefs. But is it certain that he would 
accept of the fituation ?”” 

“IT do not imagine,” replied I,’ ‘ that 
the minifters informed themfelves of that: 
but if you defire it, I will fee M. de Fleu- 
rieu, and find out his own inclinations, 
without letting him know-that Lam com- 
miffioned. by your majefty.” ; 

$ Do fo,” faid bre king; “and do not 
delay to inform me.’ 

I went direQly fiat the palace to M. de 

-Fleurieu. I gave, as a pretext for my vifit, 
the defire I had to talk to him concerning 
his penfion, which I told him I hoped to 

have 
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have fixed before I quitted adminiftration, 
I then infenfibly led the converfation to the 
fubject of the Prince Royal’s governor. I {aid 
that he ought to have a view to that fitua« 
tion, for which he was very well qualified. 
He anfwered, with modefty, that it was the 
place in the kingdom which would moft 
flatter his ambition; but that he was fo far 
from thinking himfelf qualified, that. he 
would not prefume to place. himfelf in the 
lift of candidates. By all he faid, it was 
eafy to perceive that he would accept of the 
offer with great pleafure; and I returned 
immediately to the king, who was very well 
pleafed with this intelligence. 

The nomination of M. de Fleurieu to 
the place of governor to the Prince 
Royal was deferred till the end of March ; 
and the king informed the  aflembly 
of it by a letter, which they immedi- 
ately referred to a committee. ‘The opi- 
nion which I tranfmitted to his majefty 
was, that without waiting for the report of 
the committee, M. de Fleurieu fhould be 

EG inftalled 
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inftalled in his new fituation, and begin to 
difcharge the duties belonging to it, thatthe 
affembly might not imagine its right in this 
nomination. was different from what the 
conftitution allotted them, refpe€ting the 
king’s nomination of minifters, in which 
they had no negative. I reprefented 
alfo to M. de Fleurieu, that if he did 
not take poffeffion immediately, the king’s 
prerogative would be attacked; for any 

hefitation on fuch a point would en- 
courage the pretenfions of the affembly. 
My advice, however, was not followed. 

. M. de Fleurieu had no uneafinefs on this 
fubje&. He had caufed fome of the mem- 
bers of the committee'to be fpoken to, who, 
as he heard, were favourably difpofed to 
him ; he was convinced, on the whole, that 
the report would be made in the courfe of 
the week, and that he had no obftacles to ap= 
prehend. However, the report, as I had fore- 
feen, was put off from week to week, upon 
‘various pretences, and was never made ; fo 
‘that no other advantage was derived from 


6 the 
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the nomination of M. de Fleurieu but that 
of preventing the aflembly from appointing 
a governor to the Prince Royal. It is for- 
tunate that M. de Fleurieu was not invefted 
in that office before the roth of Auguft, as in 
that cafe he would probably have augmented 
the number of illuftrious victims facrificed on 
that fatal day ; and France would have loft 
in him aman, eftimable for his learning and 
talents, and for the purity of his principles, 
On quitting the miniftry, I exprefled my 
regret that I could not pay my duty to ~his 
majefty with the fame afliduity I withed, 
without creating fufpicions that might be 
dangerous to him; I therefore propofed 
only to attend his levee every Sunday; and 
this I thought would be expedient, becaufe, 
if I never appeared there at all, it would be 
immediately believed that he. faw me in 

fortes: ois *4 
. Thevking approved of this, and at the 
fame time gave me the fuperintendance of 
an operation which was firft contrived and 
fet asgoing by Alexander Lameth, after- 
wards directed by M. de Leflart, and in the 
prefent 
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prefent ¢ircumftances feemed more necef= 
fary than ever. ‘The object of this was to 
obtain a minute knowledge of the public 
difpofition, by the means of certain perfons 
called obfervers, who were chofen and em- 
ployed for that purpofe. 
At this time they were in number 
thirty-five. Some attended the tribunes 
of the aflembly, others the Jacobin club. 
and that of the Cordeliers, whilft others 
were ordered to mix in the various groups 
who attended in the Palais Royal, the 
Thuilleries, the principal coffee-houfes, and 
the cabarets. ‘Their bufinefs was to fup- 
port, by their applaufe, all conftitutional 
and royalift motions, and to hifs, and even 
infult, whoever propofed a meafure con- 
trary to the intereft of the king and. the 
conftitution. Their cuftom was, to give 
in a daily report of whatever they faw or 
heard. It was the province of the moft in- 
telligent, who were higheft paid, to combat 
every feditious motion in the various fo- 
‘cieties. Giles, a fubaltern officer in the 
gard nationale, entirely devoted to the king, 
as took 
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took in the above reports, and delivered 
them to M. de Leffart, from whom he re« 
ceived directions refpeing the operations 
of the following .day. .Thefe men were 
alfo employed to ftick up, during the night, 
placarts of a conftitutional or royalift nas 
ture, according to the circumftances, 

The king, by this means, knew all that 
pafied in Paris, and might have derived ad- 
vantages from it at leaft equal to the ex- 
pence of. the whole operation, which 
amounted to 8000 livres. a month, had jit 
_ not been for his averfion to thofe vigorous 
meafures which the prefent emergence re= 
quired: but that averfion was fo great, 
that the information he received only 
ferved to alarm and torment him. 

At the time, however, that the king 
made this propofal to me, I was fo fully 
convinced that his having timely notice of 
the dangers which threatened him might 
fave the royal family, that I accepted it with- 
out hefitation, although I could not but be 
fenfible of the perilous nature of fuch an 


employment; for had it been difcovered, or 
even 
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even furmifed, I fhould not merely have 
run the rifk of being fent a priforier to Or- 
leans, like M. de Leflart, but of being torn 
in pieces by the populace. 

But that the danger I was willing to in- 
eur might prove as ufeful as poflible, I 
propofed to the king that the obfervers 
above mentioned fhould be commiffioned 
to inveftigate and point out to the tribunals 
of police the names and abodes of the moft 
feditious and dangerous vagabonds, from 
all countries, who at that time infefted the 
capital. His majefty having approved of 
this, I immediately made it my bufinefs to 
fearch for a fenfible and well-intentioned 
juftice of peace of the police department, 
and I found one of this defcription in M. 
Buob, an Alfacian by birth, who, before the 
revolution, had been in partnerfhip with 
Duvernois the banker, and had fince been 
appointed juftice of peace and one of the 
fix who compofed the tribunal de la police 
correctionelle, in which his indefatigable 
activity gave him great influence. I com- 
miffioned a perfon, in whom I could con- 


fide, 
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fide, to endeavour to find out how Buob 
ftood inclined. He was found to be as fa~ 
vourably difpofed as we could with, and he 
came to me next night about nine ‘o’clock. 
I told him that the king, being informed 
of the zeal and activity with which he at- 
tended to the police of Paris, had defired 
me to exprefs his approbation to him. This 
greatly flattered him. He boafted much 
of the fervices which had been rendered by 
the tribunal of police, and likewife aflured 
me that it was in his power to render much 
greater, provided he was aflifted. 

“* But unluckily,” faid he, “ we have no 
other fund from which we can pay our 
agents, except the produce of the confifca- 
tions and fines.” 

Unwilling to let him fufpe& that the 
king had any knowledge of the are re- 
fpecting the obfervers, 

* You thall not want money,” faid 7 ae 
I fucceed in gaining you the confidence of 
a fociety of rich citizens, who, for their per- 
fonal fecurity, have raifed a pretty confi~ 
derable fund, for the purpofe of keeping in 

od 
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pay a certain number of perfons, who in- 
form them of all that paffes in the capital ; 
and I have no doubt of their agreeing, at 
my requeft, to put thofe perfons under 
your command.” 

“ Oh!” faid he; “ but thefe people can- 
not be depended upon fo much as thofe 
which the police have already engaged, 
but whom we have no fufficient fund to pay 
them from.” | 

“ Well,” anfwered I, “I fhall propofe 
to the fociety to grant a reward of one hun- 
dred livres for the difcovery of each fedi~ 
tious perfon; which money fhall be imme- 
diately paid, on the legal conviction of the 
criminal,” ; 

“Cannot the king,’ faid he, ‘ throw 
that expence upon the civil lift ?” 

“I certainly fhall not propofe fuch a 
thing to him,” anfwered I. “M. de la 
Porte, who is ferupuloufly exa&, would 
not fail to infert the article in his regifter, 
and the confequence might prove as dif- 
agreeable to you as prejudicial to the 
king.” : | 

This 
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This anfwer feemed to fatisfy Buob, 
whom I did not think proper fully to truft, 
until 1 knew more about him. 

The denunciations began the following 
week; and betwixt that period, to the end 
of July, fifty-eight of the moft feditious 
were taken up and tried. Part of them 
were condemned to three years’ imprifon-. 
ment, and others to two years, in the caftle 
of Bicétre, where they remained in con- 
finement till after the roth of Auguft, when 
the mob forced the doors of that prifon, and 
fet them at liberty. 

One of thefe rafcals, 5 tod Fournier, 
afterwards commanded the detachment 
which was fent from Paris, forced the 
prifon at Orleans, and conducted the pri- 
_foners from thence to Verfailles, and there 
gave them up to the aflaflins who waited 
for them. 

His majefty likewife entrufted me with 
the direction of another eftablifhment of 
the fame kind, much more expenfive, at 
the head of which was a man of an in- 
triguing {pirit, whom particular reafons 

prevent 
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prevent me from naming. M. de Mont-— 
morin had begun to employ him, during 
the firtt affembly, asa fecret agent of all 
the private negotiations of the miniftry, in 
order to make particular motions be fup- 
ported or rejected in the affembly or in the 
 Jacobin club, He had pretty well fulfilled 
' this employment, and his fervices had not 
paffed unrewarded ; for befides the avowed 
recompence he received fromthe minifter, 
he probably retained a fmall gratification 
out of the money which he was commif- 
fioned to diftribute. This fubtle man, 
dextrous and infinuating, always of the 
opinion of the perfon he converfed> with, 
was, inreality, attached to no party. He 
perfuaded M. de Montmorin, that from his 
Intimacy with the popular charafters of © 
the revolution, it was in his power to be 
of effential fervice to the king, efpecially by 
infpiring and keeping up a {pirit of loyalty 
in the garde nationale of Paris, by affociating 
himfelf with the officers and foldiers who 
had the greateft influence in their particu- 
Jar battalions: but he obferved, that for 

this 
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this purpofe he muft have it in his power 
to invite about twenty of them every day 
to dinner, and alfo to. diftribute little pre- 
fents, from time to time, among{t them, ac- 
cording as circumftances feemed to require ; 
that upon an exad@ calculation he found 
that 34,000 livres a month would be fuffi- 
cient for thefe purpofes ; and by this means 
he hoped in a fhort time to fecure a saa 
rity in all the fections. 

The minifters, fo far from hefitating to 
grant him the fum he demanded, were con- 
vinced that they had made a moft advan- 
tageous bargaim; and, in order to remove 
the fufpicion which his expenfive manner 
of living might give rife to, M. de Leflart, 
then minifter of the home department, at 


the defire of M. de Montmorin; named him 


to a place of 10,000 livres a year, ‘which, 
together with his own: perfonal property, 
might be fuppofed to enable him to fupport 
the expence which his plan ‘required him 
to keepup. On due inveftigation, I found 
that no advantage had refulted from this 
meafure, either by conciliating the national 
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guards or the fections, who continued a¢ 
ill difpofed as ever. And befides, as the 
expence, which amounted to 400,000 li- 
vres a year, could now only be defrayed : 
from the funds of the civil lift, I perfuaded 
the king to referve this fum for a more 
ufeful purpofe ; and it may occafion fur- 
prife to many, when they are informed, that 
it was through the means of this very 
agent, that the noify patriot Danton re- . 
ceived ' more than a hundred thoufand 
crowns under the miniftry of M. de Mont- 
morin, for propofing or fupporting the 
various motions in the Jacobin club. He | 


cl 


faithfully fulfilled his engagement, always 

referving to himfelf the liberty of employ- 

ing the means he thought would beft fuc- 
ceed in «making his motions pafs. His & 

ufual method was to feafon them with 

violent declamations againft the court and 
minifters, that he might not be fufpected . | 
of being fold to them. i : 
After the retreat of M. de Montmorin, 
M. de Leflart, who continued to employ 
the fame agent, being ina committee at the 
houfe 


PRIVATE MEMOIRS. 163 


houfe of the Garde des Sceaux, fuddenly 
broke it up, faying he had appointed a 
perfon to meet him upon an affair of con- 
fequence. I myfelf fet him down at his 
own houfe; and, in our way, he told me, 
that the bufinefs for which he had been 
ealled out was to advance twenty-four 
thoufand livres to a perfon who was to re- 
mit this fum to Danton, in order to engage 
him to carry a particular motion in the Ja- 
cobin club. The fum appeared to me 
exorbitant; and, as I had a perfon of con 
fidence in the Jacobin club, I told M. de 
Leffart, that unlefs it was a matter of great 
importance, and of a very delicate nature, I 
probably could get it brought on and 
_ paffed, without cofting him a farthing. 
‘Upon his telling me the obje& of the mo- 
tion, I thought it might be of fome utility ; 
and, by having it prefented in the popular 
ftyle of the times, might very probably be 
carried, Accordingly, by the addrefs of 
the perfon I ufually employed in the club, 
the motion was next day made by Dubois: 


de Crancé, and paffed without oppofition. 
ws M 2 The 
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The agent, whom I have avoided to names 
when he underftood from M. de la Porte, 
that the king had entrufted me with the 
fuperintendency of the fecret bufinefs in 
which he was employed, called on me 
about this time; and, vaunting his own 
fervices, he affured me, that he had been 
_ commiffioned by M. de Leflart, towards 
the end of December 1791, to make 
propofals to the deputies Briffot, Verg- 
_niaud, Guadet, the Abbe Fauchet, and 
another ftill alive, and at prefent in the 
aflembly, whofe name I fupprefs on that 
account: in confequence of which, thefe 
deputies had agreed to give their voices 
and influence in the aflembly, to the mi- 
nifter, for the fum of fix thoufand livres 
a month, to be paid to eaeh; adding, 
that M. de Leflart thought they required 
too high a price; and, as they would not 


abate the leaft in their demand, the nego- © 


ciation ended, and only produced the effeé 
of irritating thefe five deputies againft the 
minifter. 


If 
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If it fhould be thought furprifing that 
thefe deputies fhould entruft a man of this 
kind with a fecret of fuch importance, all 
that I can fay from my own certain know- 
ledge is, that the deputies in queftion 
fhewed the greateft rancour againft the 
minifter; but, with regard, to the other 
fact, I have only the man’s authority. 

At this time M. Servan having been ap- 
pointed minifter of war inftead of M, de 
Grave, the whole cabinet was compofed of 
_Jacobins, who, being fupported by the 
Cété Gauche of the Affembly, loudly called 
for a declaration of war again{t the emperor 
and the king of Pruflia. The king was 
nerfuaded, that their chief motive was, 
that they might have more plaufible pre- 
texts of accufing him of having a fecret in- 
telligence with the courts of Vienna and 
Berlin ; he therefore deferred the final de- 
termination of the council as long as pofli- 
ble, and only confented to propofe the de- 
claration of war to the affembly, after each 
of the minifters had feparately given him 
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his opinion and motives in writing figned 
by them. 

The aflembly received this meflage with 
tranfport, and decreed with acclamations 
the declaration of war. The enemies of the 
king and queen were much lefs occupied 
in putting France in a fituation to fuftain 
it, than in endeavouring to take advantage 
of the critical fituation in which this new 
order of things placed their majefties, 
The fcrupulous exaétnefs with which the 
king, faithful to his oath, adhered to the 
conftitution, had hitherto difconcerted the 
projects of the Jacobins, and difcredited 
the affertions they continually repeated, of 
the king’s diflike to the conftitution, and 
of his feeking to overfet it. This vague 
accufation being given up, as having ceafed 
to make any impreflion, the Jacobins 
now fubftituted in its ftead, the accufation 
of betraying the nation; and his majefty 
was attacked for purpofely neglecting, as 
was boldly aflerted, to give neceflary orders 
to the minifters for repairing: the frontier 

towns, 
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towns, providing them in warlike ftores, 
and completing the regiments: they alfo 
accufed him of keeping up a fecret cor- 
refpondence with the emperor, and indi- 
cating to him thofe parts of the frontiers 
where he would meet with the leaft re- 
fiftance, and even fending him money to 
defray the expence of his operations; and 
fome of the populace declared to the muni- 
cipality of Paris, that they had feen whole 
waggon-loads of gold on their way to 
Vienna. In fhort, the coffee-houfes, pub- 
lic walks, and clubs refounded with plots 
and confpiracies of the pretended Commitee 
Autrichien, 

Thefe accufations, however abfurd, be- 
.came dangerous, becaufe the king would 
not condefcend to refute them. The avi- 
dity and credulity with which the vulgar 
axe wont to receive reports of treafons, 
plots, and confpiracies, difpenfed the jour- 
nalifts and club orators from the neceflity 
ef fupporting them with the flighteft proof. 
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CurLiAe Ps XXL 


The critical fituation in which the king was. 
—Impofture of an Auftrian committee 
renewed.—Carra denounces M. de Mont- 
morin and me in the Facobin club as 
members of that pretended committee.— 
We give in a complaint againft him, and 
againft feveral “fournalifts.—Propofal fent 
to me by the tacobins.—Imprudence of the 
Fudge Lariviére.—Decree of accufation 
againft him.—Briffot and Genfonné under- 
take to prove the truth of the Auftrian 


Committee. 


T HE king had never before been placed 
in fo dangerous a fituation: his coun- 
cil was entirely compofed of facobin mi- 
nifters; and, the confequence of this 
meafure, which he had been made to think 
would render him popular, was to render 
every act of popularity fruitlefs for him- 
fclf, while the whole merit devolved upon 

the 
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the minifters. For they were at pains to 
imprefs on the public, that every popular 
meafure proceeded from them; and that 
thofe a&s of government which, though 
abfolutely neceflary, were difpleafing to the 
multitude, proceeded from the king. So 
that this unfortunate prince, deftitute of 
all fupport, of every refource, had nothing 
to oppofe to the ferocity of his enemies, 
their plots and their calumnies, but the 
mildnefs of his character, and his in- 
exhauftible patience; unfortunately, the 
king’s enemies were too ‘well acquainted 
with his being poffeffed of thofe qualities, 
which are always hurtful to a tottering 
throne, and often weaken the foundation 
of the beft eftablithed. 

The ridiculous ftory of the Auftrian 
committee was again revived, and molt 
fuccefsfully employed in irritating the 
people againft the court. The moft fub- 
_ tile and ‘criminal methods were made ufe 
of in order to convince the public of the 
exiftence of this committee. c 


One 
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One Sieur Richer de Serify went to the 
houfe of Renaut St. Jean d’Angely, and 
invited him, in the name of the princefs de 
Lamballe, to a committee which was to be 
held at her houfe on Friday evening at fix 
o'clock ; and told him, that he would find 
_ there, amongft others, Mefirs. de Mont- 
morin, Bertrand, “and Malouet. Renaut 
fell into the fnare. All his doubts refpedt- 
ing the Auftrian committee vanifhed ; 
and he was endowed with vanity fufficient 
to think it the moft natural thing on earth 
that-he fhould be fummoned to a fociety 
where fubjects of the higheft importarice 
were difcuffed, and in which wifdom was fo 
requifite ; he enjoyed the importance he de-~ 
rived from an invitation from the princefs, 
who, he fuppofed, ated in confequence of 
orders from the king and queen. He could. 
not help being a little furprifed, however, 
how their majefties had divined that he 
was fo much better a royalift than he had 
hitherto appeared, or indeed than he had 
till now conceived himfelf to be. Full of 
thefe ideas, he waited upon M. Malouet, 

: with 
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with whom he had never. been-in any 
habits of intimacy, although they had been 
both members of the firft affembly. M. 
Malouet was rather furprifed at his vifit ; 
but {till more fo, on his exprefling great 
fatisfaion at the frequent opportunities 
he fhould now have of meeting with him. 

“« ‘Where are we to meet fo often ?” faid 
M. Malouet. 

* In the committee at Madame de Lam- 
balle’s,’ anfwered Renaut. 

“ Upon my honour, fir, I don’t know 
what you are {peaking of,’ faid M. Ma- 
louet; “I am not acquainted with Ma- 
dame de Lamballe, neither am I of any 
committee,” 

“J do not mean a public committee,” 
replied Renaut, “ but the fecret one which 
is held.at the princefs de Lamballe’s, who 
has done me the honour to fend Richer de 
Serify to invite me to attend on Friday 
evening ; and I was informed by him, that 
I fhould meet you and Meffieurs Mont- 
morin and Bertrand. So you need not 
keep any longer upon the referve.” 

* T can 
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-“T'can only repeat, fir,” faid M. Ma- 
louet, “ that I am entirely ignorant of what 
you mean: I never fet my foot within the 
princefs de Lamballe’s door; I hardly know 
her by fight, and I am not of any commit- 
tee, public or fecret.”” 

“ What then am I to think,” faid Re- 
naut, aftonifhed, “ at the meflage I received 
by Richer de Serify ?” 

“ T fufpeat,” replied M. Malouet, ‘that 
it is either done by way of a joke, or that 


- 


it is a {nare laid for you; therefore, I ad- 


*vife you to be upon your guard.” 
? I 


Upon this they feparated. M. Ma- 
fouet came dire€tly to my houfe, and 
gave the an account of what had juft 
paffed. 

This appeared to require the more atten- 
tion, as for feveral days paft, the Jour- 
nalifts, and thofe who made motions in the 
Palais Royal and public places, had been 
endeavouring to raife the people by the 
moft violent declamations on the fubjec@ 
of plots, aflerted to be carried on by the 
fuppofed Auftrian committee. A lift of the 
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names of all the members compofing this 
committee was announced 'to be publithed 
foon: in the meantime, all true patriots 
were pathetically called upon to revenge 
the atrocious confpiracies formed againft 
‘their liberty. | 

On the Sunday before, two orators had. 
been taken up in the Palais Royal, who 
were haranguing to a crowd of people 
againit the court and the Auftrian coms 
mittee. Their vehement declamations, 
and patriotic fentiments, excited.fuch ad- 
miration, that the agents..of police durft 
not have feized upon them, if they had 
not been, at the fame time, detected pick- 
ing the pockets of their admiring auditors. 
Upon examination, thofe two patriots were 
found to carry the marks. of the whip and 
burnt iron on their fhoulders: patents of 
their aflociation: with the Jacobin club 
were found at the fame time in their 
pockets. 

Poffeffed of the above fads, I went to 
confer with M. de Montmorin, who was 
equally interefted with myfelf; and I was 

then 
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then informed, that Carra had, the day be- 
fore, denounced the Auftrian committee 
in the Jacobin club; and that both M. de 
Montmorin and myfelf. were pointed out 
in the denunciation as the principal mem- 
bers of that committee. 

I thought I could not find a more favour- 
able opportunity of unmafking the malice of 
thofe unprincipled men, and of expofing 
their atrocious motives for inventing this 
calumny. M. de Montmorin thought, on 
the contrary, that the wifeft plan was to 
defpife this clamour, and let it fall to the 
ground of itfelf; but, as he faw that I was 
not difpofed to adopt that opinion, she 
earneftly befought me not to venture to 
a&t in a matter fo extremely hazardous, 
without having calmly refleGted upom it. 
My refle€tions were not long ; and the re- 
fult of them was, to give in a complaint to 
the criminal tribunal againft Carra and his 
accomplices ; particularly the Journalifts, 
who contributed to fpread the belief of the 
fable of the Auftrian committee; namely, 
Briflot and. Condorcet, the writers of the 
| Chro- 
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Chronique de Paris and the Patriote Fran- 
cois ; but, before I a@ually prefented this 
accufation, | thought proper to fubmit it 
to the king and queen; and accordingly 
fent a copy for their confideration : I then 
difpatched a courier to Anet, where the 
princefs of Lamballe was, to inform her 
of what had happened ; and'to enquire if 
fhe was acquainted with Richer de Serify, 
‘and had fent him to invite Renaut St. 
Jean d’Angely to attend a committee at her 
houfe ; or if fhe knew of any committee _ 
either held at her own houfe or in her 
apartment in the palace. 

The next day the°king returned the 
‘copy of my complaint, with the following 
words written on the margin with his own 
hand: 3 

“JT read to the queen the complaint you 
propofe giving in..«-We cannot miftake 
the motive which impels you ; and we are 
fenfibly touched with this proof of your 
attachment ; but we fear that it will ex- 
pofe you to danger ; have a care *!” 

“shud hat 
* sc Jailu a la reine le projet de plainte. Nous ne pouvons 


pas nous mé prendre fur le motif qui fuggere cette démarche ; 
‘ s ek 


175 PRIVATE MEMOIRS. 


That fame day, I received exactly fuch an 
anfwer as I expected from the princefs de 
Lamballe: fhe knew neither Richer de 
Serify, nor Renaut St. Jean Angely ; and 
had never in her life been of any com- 
mittee. 

I wrote to the king, 

“That no apprehenfion of perfonal 
danger would ever: influence me to defer 
one moment any meafure which I thought 
would be advantageous for his majefty.” 

In confequence of my determination, I 
went to Buob, Fuge de Paix, who advifed 
me to carry this affair before the tribunal 
de Police Correétionelle, which was then in 
force ; and to make my complaint be heard 
by the Fuge de Paix Lariviére, who was 
the moft intelligent and beft difpofed 
member of that tribunal. 

I took his advice; and, on my application, 
Lariviére ordered the cafe to be brought 
before him, and witnefles to be heard. 


et nous en fommes bien vivement tauchés; mais nous craig- 
nons un et l’autre qu’elle ne vous compromette ; prenez y 
bien garde.” 
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The next day my complaint was pub- 
lifhed, in the journals, and fix thoufand 
copies were fold in the capital. This ftep 
made a very great impreffion; and ex- 
cepting the Jacobins, who were enraged at 
being thus publicly expofed, ridiculed, and 
debafed, all parties were pleafed ; but thofe 
royalifts, above all, who had continued to ~ 
attend at the palace, and affiduoufly to pay 
court to their majefties, and who, upon 
that account, had. reafon to fear that their 
names would be inferted in the lift of the 
Auftrian committtee, announced to be pub- 
lifhed. On the following Sunday, there- 
fore, as foon as I appeared at the king’s 
levee, I received the compliments and 
thanks of many for what [ had done. 

After having heard the depofition of the 
princefs de Lamballe, M. de Malouet, and 
Renaut St. Jean d’Angely, and having in. 
vain endeavoured to find out Richer de Se- 
tify *, M. Lariviére iffued a decree that 

- Carra 
* Richer de Serify called on me about a month after this 


affair was entirely over, and affured me that the invitation he 


had given to Renaut was a mere pleafantry of his own, to 
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Carra fhould appear before him. He pre- 
fented himfelf accordingly, and declared, in 
his own defence, that he had been autho- 
rifed by Merlin, Bazire, and Chabot, mem- 
bers of the committee of public fafety, to 
bring forward:the accufation againft M. de 
Montmorin and M. Bertrand, which had 
given oceafion for this complaint. 

Upon this occafion, a Jacobin, whom I 
had formerly been acquainted with, called 
on me, and endeavoured, in vain, to alarm 
me upon the confequences of this affair. 

“Thofe who perfaaded you to under~ 
take it,” faid he, “ have given you very 
bad advice. I dare not tell you the extent 
of the danger which threatens you.” 

“Then I will tell you,” anfwered I. “ I 
am threatened with aflaffination, am I not? 
It is what I expected,” continued I, “ and 


tam prepared accordingly. Here isanex-_ 


cellent blunderbufs, charged with twenty- 


expofe the credulous vanity of the man, in which the Ja- 


cobins had no part. This may be true; but the contrary 
might naturally enough be believed by thofe who were not in 


Serify’s confidence, or who had no great opinion of his ve-_ 


- 


racity- 
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five balls 5 and befides, here are four pair of 
piftols, not to mention my fword. My 
brother is as well prepared ; and I leave 
the reft to Providence: but whatever may 
be the confequences, I can blame nobody, 
for I had no counfellors.” 

“ Well, it is altogether very unlucky bu- 
finefs,” faid he: “ but you might ftill turn 
it to advantage, and gain as many friends 
among the Jacobins as you have among 
the ariftocrates.”” 

“That would be curious indeed,” an- 
fwered I. ‘“ Do you ferioufly imagine it 
poffible?”’ 

“© Not only poffible,” faid he, “ but very 
eafy, I will anfwer for it.” 

“ But how is it to be done?” replied I ; 
& for I fhall never be able to guefs.” 

_ © You have only to withdraw your 
complaint, declaring that your attack was 
originally direfted againft a few individu- 
als : but finding that it might involve many 
good patriots, whofe intentions are honett 
and praife-worthy, you therefore defift 
from all further profecution, By this 

N 2 means 
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means your object will be effectually ful- 
filled, without danger to yourfelf; for you | 
may be affured that the Auftrian committee 
will never more be heard of.” 

“So this is your advice ?? replied I. 
“ To which I anfwer, that were it in my 
power to follow it, I would not; and 
were it zow in my inclination, I could 
not, becaufe the information is already 
given in to the court, and the judges have 
only to pafs fentence.” | 

“ Oh! as for that,” faid he, “ means 
might be fallen upon to ftop the pro- 
ceedings.” . 
~ “No more, if you pleafe, on this fub- 
jea,” faid I, a little out of humour. 

“TL beg,” replied he, “ that you. may 
take great care, fir, of what you are 
about. This is a very ferious matter. It 
is only my attachment for you which leads 
me to give you this advice; for nobody 
defired me to {peak to you upon the 
bufinefs. I once more beg you will re- 
flea.” | 


“ Yes, | 
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* ‘Yes, yes,” interrupted I, “I fhall re- 
fle&. Give yourfelf no uneafinefs. I with 
you good morning.” | 

And fo ended our converfation. 

M. de Montmorin, feeing the good ef- 
fect my meafure produced, added his com- 
plaint to mine; and a few days afterwards 
we jointly gave in an accufation againft 
Merlin, Bazire, and Chabot, who, accord- 
ing to Carra’s teftimony, were the real in- 
ftigators of our denunciation in the Ja- 
cobins. Upon this new complaint, La- 
riviére iffued an order to arreft Merlin, Ba- 
-zire, and Chabot : but unluckily he was car- 
ried away by the defire of acting a great 
part, and of making himfelf remarkable ; 
and in defiance of every confideration of 
_ prudence, he drew upon himfelf the indig- 
nation of the aflembly, by executing the 
law in the moft difrefpectful manner againft 
thefe popular members, whom he caufed 
to be raifed out of their beds, and brought: 
before his tribunal at five o’clock in the 
morning. His pretence for this inconfi- 
derate conduct was, that he withed to 

N 3 | avoid 
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avoid interfering with their attendance on 
the aflembly, and fummoned them at that 
early hour, that they might be at liberty 
when the affembly met, | 

This bold attack on the dignity of na- 
tional reprefentation ‘might naturally be 
fuppofed to excite the animadverfions of 
the affembly, and accordingly Lariviére 
was fummoned to the bar to an{wer for his 
conduct. He prefented himfelf with fteadi- 
nefs, and juftified his proceedings by an ap- 
peal to the conftitution, which had not 
eftablifhed any diftinGtion in the manner of = 
arrefting perfons in different fituations, a id 
therefore hecould not prefume to intro- 
duce any new form, 

This tribute to the equality of rights 
conciliated the tribunes and part of the af- 
fembly: but unfortunately for him, he 
drew upon himfelf the hatred of the ma- 
jority, by the contempt which his account 
of the depofitions and examination raifed 
againft the fable of the Auftrian committee. 
Briffot and Genfonné could not endure 
that an invention, which they had em- | 

ployed 
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ployed fo fuccefsfully againft the court, 
fhould be treated as a ridiculous chimera. 
They did not fcruple to affert, that the 
circumftances ftated in the procefs were 
falfe ; and they engaged to bring before the 
allembly the moft evident proofs of the 
reality of the Auftrian committee, and of 
the plots which were there planned. 

This report was adjourned for eight 
days. His majefty, in the mean time, af- 
fe&ted with the danger which the ill- 
judged, though well-meant, zeal of M. Las 
rivicre had drawn upon him, was defirous 
to affift him by every means in his power; 
for which purpofe, he commiffioned the 
Miniftre de Fuftice to fend afi order to the 
Accufateur Public for profecuting the in- 
ventors and propagators of the calumny re- 
garding the Auftrian committee ; and .he 
fent a letter to inform the aflembly of what 
he had done *, But this did not prevent the 
aflembly from -paffing a decree againft M. 

Larivi¢re, who was accordingly fent to the 


* Vide Appendix, No. IX. 
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prifon at Orleans, for having failed in re- 
fpe&t to the nation in the pois of its re- 
prefentatives. 

This truly honeft man fhared the fate of 
the prifoners who were fent to Orleans. 
All were maffacred on the September fol- 
lowing, excepting fome domeftics, and an 
officer of artillery named Loyauty, who 
was grievoufly, but not mortally wounded. 

The report of Briffot and Genfonné drew 
an immenfe concourfe to the affembly. 
Each of the reporters fpoke a long while, 
and were liftened to with attention: but 
inftead of the evident proofs they had an- 
nounced, their fpeeches confifted of de- 
clamation, and affertions unfupported by 
any proof at all. 

** Thefe are but words,’ was repeated 
from all fides. ‘“ To the proofs, to the 
proofs. Where, then, are your proofs ?” 

The filence of the deputies, upon this 
fummons, raifed a general hifs and burft of 
laughing ; and here the affembly broke up. 

A few days after, M. de Montmorin and 
I publithed feparately our anfwers to thefe 

5 reports, 
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reports, which we fet in fuch a ridiculous 
point of view, that from that time forward 
no journalift or motion-maker ventured to 
mention the Auftrian committee; and if 
any perfons afterwards, in private, attempt- 
ed to {peak of it ferionfly, they were 
laughed at. 
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CHAT: ga elver 


A fecret mefage to foreign courts, with which 

» MM. Mallet-du-Pan is entrufted.—lI advife 
the king to recommend him to the Baron de 
Breteuil.— His majefty’s anfwer.—T he ef~ 
fect which the unhappy iffue of his journey 
to Varennes had produced on the king’s 
mind, with refpecdt to the Baron de Bre- 
teuil.—The powers with which his majefty 

_ bad entrufted that minifler—The period | 
and motives of their revocation.—Caufe 
of the quarrel between Mefirs. de Breteuil 
and Calonne.—The king orders me to re- 
commend Mallet-du-Pan to the Marechal 
de Caftries, and to correfpond with the 
Sormer.—Mallet.du-Pan being arrived in 
‘Germany, receives a credential under the 
king’s hand.—Exhaufted flaie of the civil 
lif.—s ecret loan, 


| age campaign was going to open; and 
although the king did not forefee all 
the ill confequences which would follow, 


yet 
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yet he looked forward to the war with very 
great inquietude. Above all, he apprehended 
that the victories, which he did not doubt 
would be gained by the Auftrians and’ 
Pruffians, would rekindle the fury of the 
Jacobins againft the priefts and nobles who 
remained {till in France. 

The fears which his majefty expreffed in 
his letters to me, were the occafion of my 
propofing to him to fend a perfon of confi- 
dence to the emperor and the king of 
Pruffia, to endeavour to prevail on them 
not to allow their armies to a& offenfively 
againft France, until they fhould be under 
the laft neceffity of fo doing; and even in 
that cafe to make the entrance of their 
armies into France be preceded by a mani- 
fefto, in which they fhould declare, ‘ that, 
forced to take arms by an unjuft attack, 
they did not impute that aggrefflion either 
to the king or tothe French nation, but to 
a criminal fa€tion which opprefled both; 
confequently, far from departing from the 
fentiments of amity which united them to 
France, that their intention, on the con- 

“rary; 
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trary, was to deliver that nation from ty= 
ranny, and reftore it to legal order and 
tranquillity ; that they had no view of in- 
terfering with the form of government, but 
merely to fecure to the nation the right of 
adopting that which fuited it the beft ; that 
all idea. of conqueft was foreign to their 
thoughts; that private property fhould be 
by them equally refpeted as national pro- 
perty; that their majefties took all peace- 
able and faithful fubje&ts under their pro- 
tection; that they confidered as their ene- 
mies thofe only who were the enemies of 
France, namely, the faction of Jacobins 
and all its adherents,” &c. | 
In confequence of the manner in which. 
I had often heard M. Malouet {peak of 
Mallet-du-Pan, with whom I was not my- 
-felf acquainted, I advifed the king to em- 
ploy him on this occafion, which could be 
done with the more fafety, becaufe he had 
never been at court, and was little known 
to thofe who frequented it; and he might 
proceed to Germany by the way of Geneva, 
to which city he was in the ufe of making 
frequent 
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frequent journies, and of courfe his depar- 
ture would create no fufpicien. 

The talents and probity of Mallet-du- 
Pan were not unknown to the king, who 
immediately agreed to my propofal. It 
would have been imprudent to have given. 
him letters of credit, but at the fame time 
it was abfolutely neceflary that he fhould 
have the means of convincing the emperor 
and the king of Pruffia that he was really 
fent by Lewis XVI. In my letter to his 
majefty I therefore propofed to addrefs 
Mallet-du-Pan to the baron de Breteuil; 
and I gave, as my reafon for this propofal, 
ihe powers which, as I had heard, that mi- 
nifter had received from the king. In an- 
fwer to this article of my letter, the king 
wrote in the margin, 

“Not at all. He has no longer any 
powers from me: but you may addrefs 
Mallet-du-Pan, in my name, to the Mare- 
chal de Caftries, with the precautions you 
propofe, which are very neceflary *.” 


~* ¢ Point du tout. Il n’en a plus, vous pouvez adfefler 
Mallet-du-Pan, de ma part, au Marechal de Caftries, avec les 
Precautions que vous propofez; elles font néceffaires.”” 


This 
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This anfwer recalled to my memoty 
marks of difpleafure which I had obferved 
in the king’s countenance, when the baron 
de Breteuil’s name was mentioned in his 
prefence. One day, in particular, before 
M. de Leffart and me, the following fen- 
tence, pronounced in an angry tone, efcaped 
him : 

“Tt was he that prompted us to take 
that curfed journey to Varennes.” 

Having frequently fince had the oppor- 
tunity of converfing with the, marquis de 
Bouillé, I once afked an explanation of this 
exprefiion of the king, becaufe it feemed to 
difagree entirely with the letter which the 
marquis wrote to the affembly, after 
the king’s return, in which he took on | 
himfelf the whole blame of that journey. 
M. de Bouillé told me that he had written 
that letter, to turn the fury of the aflembly 
from the king and others, by arrogating 
the whole contrivance of the plan to him- 
felf. Atthe fame time he pofitively aflured 
me, that the project of Varennes-had. been: 

6 firft 
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firft propofed by the baron de Breteuil ; 
that the bifhop of Pamiers, being fent to 
him by that minifter with a letter from the 
king, on the 22d of October 1790, had in- 
formed him of the plan: for the efcape of 
the royal family to Montmedi, affuring M. 
de Bouille, that this was the only condition 
on which the emperor would take an ative 
part in favour of the king; and that the 
baron was the chief manager of the project ; 
that he (the marquis de Bouillé) had ftrong- 
ly objeted to it, reprefenting the difmal 
confequences that fo very dangerous a ftep 
might have ; that it would be more advife- 
able to. wait. until the people in general, 
and the army in particular, were entirely 
difabufed, and until the opinion of both 
fhould become more favourable ‘for the - 
king, which it was doing every hour ; 
that by the influence which the famous af- 
fair at Nancy had given to him over the 
troops and inhabitants of Alface and Lor- 
raine, he was convinced that he could have 
made them adopt the white-cockade, had he ° 
not been prevented by exprefs orders from | 
his majefty ; that the bifhop of Pamiers had 

| anf{wered 
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anfwered to all this, that the king was 
abfolutely refolved to follow this plan, but 
that he would defer its execution until the 
fpring, that M. de Bouillé might have 
time to prepare every thing neceflary to 
infure fuccefs. After this, M. de Bouillé 
told me that he correfponded with the 
king and queen, by the means of the baron 
de Ferfen and of the baronefs de Korpf ; 
that he had frequently renewed his remon- 
ftrances to their majefties and to M. de 
Breteuil himfelf, againft this perilous en- 
terprife. 

M. de Bouillé attributed its failure, Firft, 
To the fufpicions which arofe from the 
troops detached to protect the king, re- 
maining too long on the road. This was 
owing to his departure from Paris having ° 
been deferred twenty-four hours longer 
than had been intended, of which M. de 
Bouillé was not informed till after the de- 
parture of the different detachments. 

Secondly, To the king’s having forgotten 
to order’a courier or two, as had been 
agreed on, to fet out two hours before the 
carriage in which the royal family were, 

on 
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én purpofe to inform the commanding ofs 
ficers of the detachments and pofts that 
were eftablifhed on the rout. 

Thirdly, To the ftop occafioned by an 
accident that happened to one of the car- 
tiages between Paris and Chalons. 

Fourthly, To the detachment at the firft 
poft after Chalons having been removed 
before the royal family arrived. The of- 
ficer who commanded, having waited an 
hour beyond the time he had calculated for 
the king’s arrival, imagined that the fcheme 
had been abandoned, and therefore re- 
moved his troop * 

With refpe& to the powers given to the 
baron de Breteuil, I hall report, word for 
word, what I was aflured of by two gen- 
tlemen, members of the council formed in 
Germany by the princes, the king’s bro- 
thers, in the year 1792. Both of thefe 


* M. de Bouillé’s affertions refpeCting the failure of this 
plan for the king’s efcape are confirmed, or at leaft ftrongly 
fupperted, by a ftatement which that general made from 
the reports of all the officers employed in its execution; 3 
piece equally curious and authentic, which I fhall give at 
length at the end of this chapter. 
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gentlemen enjoyed the confidence of their - 
royal highnefles. 

When the baron de Breteuil left Ver- 
failles, at the period of M. Necker’s recall, 
he was invefted with the power of treating 
with foreign courts, and of propofing any 
meafure in the king’s name, which, in his 
opinion, tended to promote the re-efta- 
blifhment of the royal authority, or of good 
order in the kingdom. No advantage 
appears to have been derived from this 
power, while he had a right to make ufe 
of it: but it will appear, by what follows, 
that he continued to employ it when he 
was ho longer authorifed to do fo, unlefs he 
received new powers from his majefty pof- 
‘terior to the period in queftion, namely, the 
month of May 1792, in which cafe he will 
be able to juftify himfelf completely, 
when he fhews the fecond, or renewed 
powers, as well as the firft, which were re- 
called. ae 

In July 1789, when the king was obliged 
to go to the Hotel de Ville, he had given a 
- paper to his brother Monfeur, in which he 
~ named 


PRIVATE MEMOIRS. 195 
named him lieutenant-general of the king- 
dom, and entrufted him with the govern- 
ment, in the cafe of his being out of a 
fituation to exercife his authority. That 
- paper was afterwards returred by Monfieur 
to the king, in the year 1790. But when 
the royal family were preparing to fet out 
for Varennes, in June 1791, the king told 
M. de Ferfen, who was in the fecret of the 
journey, that he would give to him a 
writing, to the fame effect with the former, 
to be delivered to his brother Monfieur, 
to be made ufe of by him in cafe the 
king himfelf fhould be ftopped, and de- 
prived of his authority. The hurry of his 
departure. having prevented his majefty 
from writing this paper, he charged M. de 
Ferfen, who accompanied him part of the 
way, to goto Monjfeur, wherever he might 
be, and inftru@ him verbally of his pofitive 
intentions ; .and to aflure him, that he (the 
king) would fend the paper in queftion, 
fizned by himfelf, as foon as he fhauld 
have it in his power to tranfmit it. 


© 2 M, de 
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M. de Ferfen fulfilled his commiffion, 
when_he-joined the princes at Bruxelles, 
after the king was ftopped, on which Mon- 
fieur wrote to the baron de Breteuil. The 
letter was dated July 2, 1791. ‘ That he 
had received pofitive information that it 
was the king’s intention, that he, in con- 
junétion with his brother the count d’Ar- 
tois, fhould treat with foreign powers re- 
fpecting the means of procuring the king’s 
liberty, and whatever might concern the re- 
eftablifhment of order and was for the good 
of the ftate; confequently that the baron 
de Breteuil muft now confider the powers, 
which he had formerly been invefted with, 
as revoked ; and in future he muft take no 

-fteps, for the king’s fervice, but thofe pre- 
{cribed by the king’s brothers.’ 

A few days after, Monfieur received 
_ thofe powers, in writing, from the king, 
dated July 7, 1791. 

The baron de Breteuil anfwered Mon- 
fieur, that he would foon join the princes, 
and would act conformably to their inten- 
tions. Heaccordingly met them at Bonn, 

in 
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in their way to Coblentz. He did not then 
hefitate to acknowledge “ that his powers 
were revoked ;” but he intreated Monfieur 
to leave him in pofleflion of the writing 
containing them, which he valued as the 
moft honourable recompence of his long 
fervices. At the fame time he gave his 
word of honour to make no farther ufe of 
it, and never to ‘interfere in the affairs of 
France or of the princes, but in conformity 
with the orders he might hereafter receive 
from them. et 
Notwithftanding all this, and in fpite 
of the frefh orders from the king, de- 
livered to the baron by M. de Viomenil, 
in the end of the year 1791, not to act in 
any refpect but in concert with the king’s 
brothers and the marechal de Caftries, it is 
afferted, that after the fatal roth of Auguft 
1792, he recommenced a correfpondence, in 
_ the king’s name, with the different courts, as 
if he had been invefted with freth powers; 
and that, without confulting the princes, he 
fent the vifcount de Caraman to Berlin,and 
the marquis de Bombelles to Peterfburgh ; 
, 0 3 but 
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but the emprefs formally refufed to ac 
knowledge him, and continued to treat 
with M. d’Efterhazy, who reprefented the 
princes at the court of Ruffia, as the baron 
de Roll did at the court of Pruffia. 

When the baron de Breteuil found that 
the king of Pruflia and the emperor were. 
‘determined to acknowledge Monfieur re- 
gent of the kingdom, he wrote to their 
-majefties, that he was in pofleflion of very 
important papers upon that fubje&t; and 
that he would join them at the armies if 
they would fufpend their refolution till his 
arrival, Atthe fame time he gave Mon- 
fieur to underftand, that he would throw 
no obftacle in the way of his regency, pro< 
vided he would entruft him to fulfil the 
king’s intentions refpeCting the choice of 
the members of his council. 

However, he indire&tly informed both 
their majefties and the princes, that it was 
the prefence of M. de Calonne only which 
prevented his immediately concurring in 
their views, 


The 
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‘The princes were embarrafled how.to 
act, when M. de Calonne, who had always 
declared that he would retire as foon as 
the princes were ready to enter France, 
faid to their highneffes, ‘‘ That fince his at- 
tendance, which proceeded from motives 
of difinterefted attachment only, was fup- 
pofed to form the leaft obftacle to Mon-' 
fieur’s afluming the title of regent, he 
would, with their permiflion, retire for the 
prefent ;” adding, “that he was forry to: 
find, that in fpite of the difpofition he had 
manifefted to conciliate the baron de Bre- 
teuil, that gentleman ftill continued inimi- 
cal.” M. de Calonne then fet off, carrying 
with him the gratitude of the royal bro- 
thers, and the efteem of many officers of 
the army. Baron de Breteuil arrived foon 
after at Verdun; and immediately began 
to act as if invefted with the whole autho-. 
rity. He difregarded his former engage- 
ment; and, in the name of the king and 
queen, oppofed the regency which was 
about to be declared. . 

That minifter’s hatred againft M. de Ca- 
lonne, and the prejudice which he raifed 
in the queen’s mind againft him, contri- 
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buted but too much to the revolution ; 
therefore, the origin of this fatal quarrel 
cannot be confidered as foreign to thefe 
Memoirs. I received a general account of 
it, at the time it happened, from M. de 
Montmorin, who was an intimate friend of 
M. le Noir; and the particulars were fince 
communicated to me by M. de Calonne 
himfelf ; and are as follows: 

In the year 1783, the baron de Breteuil 
and M. de Calonne, being called to the 
miniftry about the fame time, formed be- 
twixt themfelves a treaty of alliance; the 
ftri&t obfervance of which would have been 
for the advantage of both. 

It was agreed, among other articles, that 
in cafe one of them fhould, at any time, 
imagine that he had juft caufe of complaint 
-againft the other, he was dire&tly to come 
to an explanation. 

This good underftanding was kept up 
nearly two years, and contributed to give 
trefh vigour to the governmenr, which had 
fuffered great relaxation under an almoft- 
uninterrupted fucceflion of weak minifters 
ever fince the reign of Lewis the Four- 
teenth. 


This 
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- This union was broken by a mifunder- 
ftanding which took place between the two 
minifters, on occafion of an Intrigue that 
was fet on foot to overturn M. de Calonne, 
-and put M. Foulon in his place. This 
{cheme was contrived by fome of the prin- 
cipal members of the parliament; fome 
meetings about it were held at the hotel 
-de Choifeul; the duchefs of Grammont 
feemed to connive at it, being eager to 
promote whatever might effe& a general 
overturn of the miniftry, in the hope of 
feeing her brother re-eftablifhed in his for- 
mer fituation. This muft appear the more 
fhocking, becaufe M. de Calonne had lately 
perfuaded the king to advance three mil- 
lions of livres to the duke de Choifeul, for 
two years, without intereft, on condition 
of his giving a fufficient fecurity, that be- 
ing the only means of faving him from 
bankruptcy: the queen had firft fuggefted 
this, and afterwards promoted it by her in- 
fluence, in gratitude,to the duke, to whom 
fhe confidered herfelf as indebted for her 
fituation of queen of France. 

M. de Calonne had: notice of Foulon’s 

{cheme, through fome of his friends; and 

one all 
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all the particulars were afterwards dif- 
covered by the agents of police. M. le 
Noir, then lieutenant of police, gave an 
account in his daily reports, addrefled to 
the baron de Breteuil, of every new circum- 
{tance relating to this affair. The king was, 
or ought to have been informed of it, as it: 
was the duty of the baron, in quality of 
minifter of Paris, to lay thefe reports before: 
his majefty. 

Several days elapfed after the difcovery 
of the plot, without the king’s taking any- 
notice of it to M. de Calonne, who was. 
furprifed on that account; at laft, his ma-: 
jefty not only fpoke of it, but reproached 
M. de Calonne for not having mentioned 
the affair to him, and particularly the in- 
trigues which were carried on at the hétel 
de Choifeul. He anfwered, in his juftifi- 
cation, that being convinced that the king 
mult be informed of every circumftance of 
it by the reports of M. le Noir, he had re- 
frained from f{peaking, in the hopes that his 
majefty would {peak firft, and condefcend 
to fhew fome intereft in a thing which con- 


cerned him fo much. 
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* There is not a word of it in the reports 
of M. le Noir, prefented to me by the baron 
de Breteuil,” {aid the king; “ and my rea- 
fon for not mentioning the affair till to- 
day, is merely becaufe I was ignorant of it 
yefterday.” | 

M. de Calonne, never imagining that the 
baron de Breteuil could have any motive | 
for concealing this plot from the king, fup- 
pofed that his majefty had not read the re- 
ports with attention: he happened to have 
fome of them in his pocket, which he gave 
to the king, who, on reading them, was 
equally furprifed and difpleafed to: find 
facts there, of which he was entirely unac- 
quainted. He compared thefe with the 
reports of the fame date given him by the 
baron de Breteuil, and was extremely irri- 
tated on perceiving them entirely different. 

M. de Calonne endeavoured to juftify 
his colleague, who, he faid, could not in- 
tend to deceive his majefty, but had pro- 
bably only deferred mentioning the affair 
till.it-was cleared up, ; 


s¢ That 


204 PRIVATE MEMOIRS. 


© That is no excufe,’ anfwered the 
king, haftily ; “he ought never to give me 
a falfe, or an unexact report ; and I defire 
you will order M. le Noir, in my name, 
to fend the reports henceforward dire@ly 
to me,” 

M. de Calonne, after having in vain re- 
prefented to the king how very much this 
would mortify the baron, who muft look 
upon it as a difgrace, excufed himfelf from 
undertaking the commiflion, faying it was 
_ not the province of the minifter of finance 
to tranfmit his majefty’s orders to the lieu- 
tenant of police: if, therefore, he were to 
be the carrier of that order, the baron 
would accufe him of being the fuggefter 
of it. But if his majefty perfifted in his 
intention, it would be better that he gave 
the order himfelf to M. le Noir, either ver- 
bally or in writing. 

“ Well,” faid the king, “only defire ° 
le Noir to addrefs one of his reports to 
me ; and, after receiving it, I fhall write to 
him to continue to fend them always to 
me. In the mean time, I'll fpeak to the 

baron 
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baron de Breteuil ; but, until then, do you 
fay nothing to him of what has pafled.” 
M. le Noir, in obedience to the king’s 
orders, notified by M. de Calonne, next 
day addrefled the report of the police di- 
reQly to his majefty. ‘ 
On the fame day, the king wrote to 
le Noir the letter which he had agreed 
upon with M. de Calonne, enjoining him 
to continue to addrefs the reports dire@ly 
to him, till farther orders. The valet 
charged with this letter, not finding M, le 
Noir at home, unluckily went to the baron 
de Breteuil’s hotel, where he made himfelf 
be announced de la part du Roi, on which 
the folding doors of the apartment where 
the baron was were thrown open, accord- 
ing to cuftom, and the meflenger entered. | 
The minifter was tranfacting bufinefs with 
the lieutenant of police; he advanced with 
eagernefs to receive the king’s letter; but 
--was told that it was for M. le Noir: M. le 
Noir took it, and modeftly put it into his 


pocket. 


“ Read 
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“ Read it, read your letter,” faid the 
baron, in an imperious tone. 

“ | fhall read it at home, fir,” anfwered 
M. le Noir. 

“ No, no, fir, when a lieutenant of notte 
receives a letter from the king, he ought to 
read it inftantly; and. every thing elfe 
muft be poftponed.” , 

M. le Noir no longer hefitated ; and, 
having read the letter, he was again going 
to put it into his pocket, when the baron 
afked him drily what the contents were. 

“ T am not authorifed to communicate 
them, fir,’ anfwered M. le Noir. 

‘¢ And pray, fir,” faid the baron, “ how 
long is it fince you began to receive letters. 
from the king ?” 

“* This is the firft.” 

** And has the king forbid you to com- 
municate it to me?” 

“ No, fir, but Rf . 

* But, but,” faid the baron, wo letter 
from the king to the lieutenant of police 
ought not to be a fecret to the minifter of 
Paris.” 


Saying 
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Saying this, he fnatched the letter from _ 
M. le Noir, before he was aware, and read 
it, trie 
“How long, fir,” faid the baron, “ have 

you been in the habit of fending your re- 
ports to his majefty ?” 

“Thave onty fent one,” anfwered le 
Noir. 

“‘ And for what reafon, if y you pleafe, , 
did you fend that one?” 

. “ Becaufe I received an order from his 

majefty for fo doing.” 

' “ By whom did you receive the order iP 
“© am not at liberty to mention it.” 
“Ah! it is a fecret, is it? Very well, 

“fir, that’s fufficient : we fhall fee.” 

M. le Noir put up his papers and with- 
drew, leaving the minifter violently agitat- 
ed and in very bad humour. 

As foon as M. le Noir was gone, the 
baron ordered his carriage, and drove to 
Verfailles. He alighted at the hotel of M. 
de Vergennes, whom he firmly believed to 
’ have been the inftigator of the mortifica- 

tion he had received ; and he complained 
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of the injury in the moft vehement 
terms. 

But as the king had not faid a fingle word 
to M. de Vergennes on this fubject, that 
minifter was aftonifhed at the baron’s emo- 
tion, and could not give him the leaft ex- 
planation; fo that he returned to Paris as 
‘much in the dark, and more diffatisfied 
than when he left it. 

M. de Calonne being informed of this 
fcene by M. de Vergennes, on whom he 
called a few minutes after the baron had 
left him, immediately difpatched a courier 
to M. le Noir, defiring him to give the ba- 
ron an exact account of all that had pafled. 

The fatter, {till impatient to clear up the 
myftery, arrived at the Hotel de Police 
about an hour after M. de Calonne’s 
courier; and, immediately on his begin+ 
ning to queftion M. le Noir, the letter 
was communicated to him; and he was 
afterwards informed of every circumftance _ 
by that gentleman, who repeated word for 
word the converfation. with the king as 
M. de Calonne had reprefented it to him. 

The 
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The baron, who had been for two days 
i prey to doubts and furmifes, was now 
fully convinced that a plot had been formed 
for his ruin; and, however clear and na- 
tural the relation which M. le Noir made 
to him was, he could perceive nothirig in 
the whole of it but what his prejudice 
and refentment was in fearch of, namely, 
treachery and an enemy. From that 
moment, the baron breathed hatred arid 
vengeance againft M. de Calonne. In- 
ftead of defiring an explanation accord- 
ing to their mutual agreement, he only 
thought of the means of revenging this 
fuppofed treachery. With this view, he 
reprefented the affair to the queen as a 
piece of nialice levelled at her majefty: that 
M. de Calonne, from his intimacy with M. 
Je Noir, -and having the dite@tion of the 
reports of the police all addrefled to the 
king, would have the queen herfelf, ina 
great meafure, in his power; and might 
give fuch a reprefentation of even her moft 
innocent actions as would entirely ruin her 
in the king’s efteem. ‘ 
VOL, I. ca The 
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The queen, who had no knowledge of 
the motives for the order given to M. le 
Noir, yielded implicit faith to the baron de 
Breteuil’s fuggeftions. Of courfe fhe was 
extremely irritated againft M. de Calonne ; 
and went -direétly to the king’s apartment, 
where fhe complained to his majefty, with 
great bitternefs, of that minifter, and of M.. 
le Noir, The king fella laughing ;. and af- 
fured her, “that there was not a word of 
truth in the abfurd ftory which fhe was fo 
fimple as to be alarmed at.” 

_ This affurance was far from undeceiving 
the queen; fhe inflexibly repelled every 
‘explanation tending to juftify M. de Ca- 
lonne; and remained firmly convinced 
that he had formed the rath defign of 
‘which the baron de Breteuil accufed him. 

In this manner, that princefs was made 
the inftrument of an unjuft vengeance ; 
and, from that period, fhe took every op- 
portunity of injuring M. de Calonne. Ah! 
could fhe have forefeen the fatal psi a 
quences of his difgrace whish fhe was s fo 
earneft i in accelerating. 


Return- 
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Returning to the commiffion of Mallet 
du Pan, I muft now relate the precautions. 
which the king had defired me to ufe re- 
{pecting the letter I was to give to him for 
the marefchal de Caftries: this letter was 
open, without addrefs; and fo contrived, 
that in cafe of his being arrefted, and. 
the letter found on him, and’ fent to 
the aflembly, nothing in it would have be-’ - 
trayed that it was intended for any other 
than Mallet du Pan himfelfi 
This letter was of courfe- very vague, 
and apparently infignificant, particularly 
as I knew very little of M. de Gaftries, and 
had never written to him before; it was 
conceived nearly in the fubfequent terms :’ 
“ The bearer of this letter, fir, is in 
trufted by, and acquainted with the views 
of a family to whom you are much at- 
tached. With the fulleft reliance on your 
zeal, { recommend him to you: he has 
undertaken this journey for the fervice of 
that interelting family; and, I am con- 
vinced, that when he acquaints you with 
P 2 the 
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the affair in queftion, you will fupport his 
views by every means in your power.” 
M, Mallet du Pan was particularly de- 
fired to recommend to the foreign powers 
never to place the emigrants in the fore- 
moft ranks, but rather to employ them in 
garrifon. ‘This. recommendation was at- 
tributed to the apprehenfions which they 
fuppofed had been fuggefted to the king of 
the extravagant claims which the emigrants 
might make if his majefty was reduced 
to the humiliation of owing the re-eftablifh- 
ment of his authority to their fervices. 
Although I am not ignorant that arts were 
ufed to infpire both the king and queen 
with this odious jealoufy, I muft do them 
the juftice to declare, that I never obferved 
the flighteft trace of it in their majefties. 
On the contrary, I always remarked in 
them every indication of friendfhip for the 
princes, and the warmeft concern for the 
French nobility; above all, they evinced 
the utmoft horror at the idea of a civil war. 
The king’s moft ardent defire was, that the 
emigrants 
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emigrants might return into France without 
bearing the reproach of having fhed a drop 
of their countrymen’s blood. 

I had contrived a cypher, which it was 
quite impoflible to make out, without the 
key, which was known only to Mallet du 
Pan, myfelf,and M. Malouet, with whom the 
former was directed occafionally to corre- 
{pond, to prevent the fufpicion which might — 
have arifen from a great many letters from 
Germany being addrefled to me. It was 
agreed, that as foon as M. Malouet fhould 
receive a letter, he was directly to com- 
municate it to me; and that I fhould 
tran{mit a copy of it to the king, as well as 
of all the letters fgom Mallet du Pan that 
came addreffed to myfelf, 

A few days after the arrival of Mallet du 
Pan in Germany, and after his firft con- 
ferences with the duke of Brunfwick, and 
with the minifters of the courts of Vienna 
and of Berlin, he wrote to me, that he had 
reafon to be fatished with the reception he 
had met with from M. de Caftries, who 
had given him very favourable letters of 
pes recom- 
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recommendation ; but as his commiffion 
was only fupported by a letter from me, 
and as my intimacy with the king was not 
known in Germany, he feemed only to be 
attended to from deference to M. de Caf- 
tries; and, that there was fo much circum- 
{pection and referve maintained, that he 
could promife himfelf no fuccefs unlefs I 
could contrive to fend him, by a fafe con- 
veyance, a few words written by the king . 
himfelf. He -did not require this paper to 
be figned, as the king’s writing was known 
by thofe for whom it was intended. I fent 
the contents of this letter to his majefty, 
and propofed to him to write the following 
words on a very {mall flip of paper: 

“ The perfon who prefents this paper, 
knows my intentions, and credit may be 
given to what he fays in my name.” 

The poft was a fafe enough conveyance 
at that time, as the cuftom of ftopping and 
opening letters was not yet introduced. 
The letter intended to contain this writing 
was not folded or fealed in any way which 
could attract the attention of the {pies 

which 
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which the aflembly kept in the poft-offices ; 
it was not to be fent to’ Mallet du Pan un- 
der his own name, but under the afflumed 
name of a German banker. My letter was 
not in cypher, and did not contain a word 
of public affairs, or of the king’s, but only 
the circumftantial account of a conteft fup- 
pofed to have taken place betwixt the part- 
ners of a commercial houfe ; the matter in 
queftion was to bring the affair to an ami- 
eable conclufion, through the mediation of 
the German banker, to whom this letter. 
was fuppofed to be written. 

“When the king read the above letter, he 
no longer apprehended any danger from 
fending the few lines I defired; he accord- 
ingly wrote them, and the letter was dif- 
patched to Mallet du Pan. It produced 
the defired effe&; for when the duke of 
Brunfwick and the minifters from the 
courts of Vienna and Berlin faw the writ- 
ing attefted by M. de Caftries, to be in the 
king’s own hand, they no longer hefitated 
to explain themfelves refpecting the plan 

PA of 
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of a manifefto which Mallet du Pan prow 
pofed to them, | 

Every article of it was difcufled with 
- him, and the firft intention was to adopt 
it; but, at the opening of the campaign, 
the duke of Brunfwick made confiderable 
alterations in the manifefto; the effect of 
which did not anfwer his intentions. His 
menaces were laughed at, except by the 
few who had the fimplicity to imagine that 
his triumphant army would be at the gates 
of Paris in eight days. But, in general, fo 
far from infpiring terror and reprefling fe- 
dition, this ill-judged manifefto excited the 
moft lively indignation ; and the king was 
fuppofed to have fuggefted thofe articles 
which regarded the fafety of his own per 
fon and family. 

If Mallet du Pan had been prefent when 
the alterations in the manifefto were pro- 
pofed, he would have certainly reprefented 
all the ill effet they were likely to pro=- 
duce; but he was then in Switzerland, 
having confidered his mifion as entirely 

| cone 
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concluded when his plan of a manifefte 
had been approved of and apparently 
adopted. When [ heard of his departure 
from Germany, I wrote to him by the 
king’s orders, defiring him to return to 
Frankfort ; but neither that letter, nor 
one which I wrote a few days after, 
with frefh inftru€tions, ever were received 
by him; and I am ignorant what be- 
came of them. But into whatever hands 
they fell, nothing could be made of them, 
being both written in cypher, and ad. 
dreffed to one of his aflumed names. 

As it was by no means proper to allow 
Mallet du Pan to make fo long a journey 
at his own expence, the king authorifed me 
to give him the fum of two thoufand 
crowns, which he thought too much, and 
would only receive on condition of his 
keeping an account of his expences, and 
xeturning the remainder, 

The civil lift was, at this period, greatly 
exhaufted by the enormous expence which 
the clothing, &c. of the king’s new guards 
eccafioned ; alfo by the affiftance granted 

to 


478 PRIVATE MEMOIRS. 


to feveral gentlemen who had been ruined 
by the revolution, and by M. de la Port's 
daily payments for fecret fervices. 

His majefty having exprefled to me 
fome uneafinefs upon the impending failure 
‘of the civil lift, I confidered in what man- 
ner I could procure a fum of money, which 
‘was by no means an eafy matter in the 
‘prefent circumftances, becaufe the king 
could not then take up money by any 
public act without extreme danger. 

Luckily, I was informed by one of my 
brothers, who was a knight of Malta, that 
the order to which he belonged ftill re- 
tained in their pofleffion the eight hundred 
thoufand livres which they had engaged to 
pay for the contribution pasriotique, on 
condition that the national aflembly would 
decree the inviolability of the property be- 
longing to that order ; but as this decree 
never had been paffed, and very probably 
never would, that money was {till at the 
difpofal of the order. ‘Thefe confiderations 
appeared to me fufficient to induce the 
order of Malta to lend his majefty part of 

5 the 
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the fum deftined for the payment of the 
patriotic contribution ; andI commiffioned 
my brother to make the propofal to the 
commander, who was procureur general 
of the order. He very readily agreed to 
it, and it met with no obftacle from the 
baillie de Virieu, whofe confent was alfo ne- 
ceflary, as he was at that time ambaflador 
of the orderin France, In fhort, after a 
negotiation of two days, I had it in my 
power to fend the king a fum of five hun- 
dred thoufand livres, at the moment when 
he leaft expetedit. His majefty gave me 
a receipt, made out in my name, under 
which [ wrote, “ that the fum was lent me 
by the order of Malta, according to my 
agreement with the procureur general,” 
This paper I kept with great care, in a fe- 
~ eret and fafe place, till the roth of Auguft, 
I then returned it to that brave and loyal 
chevalier, 


M, de 
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M. de Bouille’s flatement of the king’s jour= 
ney from Chalons to Varennes, when bis 
majefy and the royal family left Paris to 

_ gote Montmid. 

* In confequence of the king and 
queen’s order, M. de Bouille informed M. 
de Goguelas, an officer of rank, of their 
majefties’ intention to go to Montmidi, and 
the arrangements he had made to receive 
them. That officer had been fent to Paris 
a little before the king left it, and brought . 
his majefty’s definitive orders to the gene- 
ral ; in obedience to which he had ordered 
M. de Goguelas to reconnoitre the different 
pofts on their route, and to wait perfonally 
for their majefties at Pontfommeville, the 
firft poft after paffing Chalons, and three 
leagues beyond that town. M. de Go- 
guelas carried a written order from the 
| king, for the commander of the detach- 


ment at Chalons to obey M. de N-——, 
who was to arrive there twelve hours be- 
fore the royal family. M. de N 
himfelf was authorifed by his. majefty te to 
deliver the orders of M. de Bouillé to each 
officer commanding a detachment on this 

. fervice, 
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a 
fervice, and at the fame time to give them 
particular orders conformable to any new 
circumftance which might have occurred 
fince that general had formed his plan. 
“MM. de N or M,. de Goguelas 
were to arrive at each poft from Pontfomme- 


ville, at a proper time previous to the royal 
family, to give the commanding officers 
timely notice that the troops, and everything 
elfe neceflary for the fpeedy and fafe paflage 
of the carriages, fhould be in readinefs all 
the way; M. de Bouille, in the mean 
time, being in a central pofition, that he 
might have it in his power to protec the 
royal family, in cafe of neceflity. 

- & Agreeable to this plan, M. de Gogue-~ 
las had left Varennes to go to Pontfomme- 
villeon the 20th of June, with forty huf- 
fars of the regiment of Laufun, on the pre- 
text of efcorting a large fum of money ex- 
pected for the ufe of the troops. .Thefe 
huffars were under the command of M. 
Boudet, a lieutenant. They paffed the 
night of the zoth at St. Menehoult, and ar- 
rived on the 21ft at Pontfommeville. Forty 
dragoons of the regiment royal, command- 

| 6 ed 
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ed by M. d’Andouin their captain, arrived 
on the fame day at St. Menehoult. A 
detachment of a hundred dragoons-of the 
regiment of Monfieur, and fixty of the 
regiment royal, came on the 2oth to Clér- 
‘mont, on pretence of going into canton- 
ments at Moufon on the Meufe, but with 
orders to remain, on the 21ft, at Clermont. 
They were under the command of M. de 
Damas. Sixty huffars of the regiment of 
Laufun, commanded by M. Rodwel a lieu- 
tenant, were pofted at Varennes; a hun- 
dred of the fame regiment, under the coms 
mand of M. Deflong, at Dun; fifty of the 
regiment of Royal Allemand, under M. 
Guntzer, were placed at Moufe, a village 
between Dun and Stenai. This laft were 
intended to have efcorted the royal family 
all the way to Montmidi, where his mas 
jefly would have found feveral regiments 
ready to form an encampment, which fome 
others, already on their march, were te 
join on the 21ft and 22d. Some of the 
commanding officers of thofe detachments 
were privy tothe plan; the others were in 
hourly expectation of meeting with the mi- 
litary 
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itary cheft with the money. They had 
orders to hold their troops in conftant 
readinefs, to watch attentively over every 
occurrence that fhould take place at their 
refpeQive pofts. A courier, who preceded 
the carriage of the royal family fome hours, ’ 
was to give thefe commanding officers 
timely notice of the king’s arrival. 

“‘ "The orders figned by the king, and to 
be prefented fuccellively to each detach- 
ment by M. de N———— and M. de 
Goguelas, enjoined the officers and fol« 


diers to efcort the king and his family, 
and, to ufe every means in their power 
for their prote@ion. Thofe two gen- 
tlemen were to inform the king, whem 
he -arrived at Pontfommeville, of the dif- 
pofition of the troops intended for his 
efcort, and his majefty was then to give 
them orders refpecting the manner in whiels 
he wifhed to continue his route. 

“ Tn cafe the king thought proper to let 
himfelf be known, each detachment was to 
keep clofe ta the carriage all the way, till it 
was relieved by the fucceeding detachment 

at 
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at thenew poft: but ifthe king preferred 
remaining incognito, his carriage was to pafs 
for that which carried the military cheft. 
The detachments were to fall behind at 
convenient diftances, to give the king’s 
party time to change horfes without fuf- 
picion; at the fame time not to lofe fight, 
or to be at too great a diftance for giving 
affiftance in cafe of need. In either of 
thofe fuppofitions, the officers who com- 
manded the detachments were to be inform- 
ed by M. de Choifeuil or Goguelas, at the 
king’s arrival at each poft, that his majefty 
was in the carriage : but it was only in cafe 
he did-not think it neceflary to preferve the 
encognito that the private men of the de=« 
tachments were to be informed. All the 
detachments were to proceed to Montmidi, 
after the king’s paflage, with all poffible ex= 
pedition, except that at Pontfommeville, 
which was to ftop at St. Menehoult for 
_ eighteen or twenty hours, on purpofe to 
_ prevent any perfon,”of whatever defcrip- 
tion, from proceeding during that time. M. 
de Bouillé was to take meafures, during the 
fame 
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fame period, for preventing any intelli- 
gence from arriving at his camp; and by 
this means fecured to the detachment at St. 
Menehoult a fafe retreat to Montmedi. 
“As the crofs road from Varennes to 
Dun was bad, M. de Bouillé had the pre- 
caution to place a fufficient number of 
horfes at the former, that the king, on 
his arrival, might find no difficulty or 
retardment to prevent his proceeding to 
Dun. Thofe horfes belonged to M. de 
N , and were fent on the pretext of 
carrying his camp-equipage to Moufon. 
When M. de N went to Paris to 
receive the king’s orders, he had given 
dire@tions to an officer of his regiment 
refpeGiing thofe horfes, which were to fet 
out on the 17th of June, that they might 
be at Varennes on the 2oth, and there re- 
main till farther orders. This arrangement 
had been fettled, on the fuppofition that the 
king would leave Paris on the rgth, as was 
at firft intended: but a woman in the fer- 
vice of the Dauphin, and known to be a 
violent democrate, being to fnifh her 
VOL, Il. Q weekly 
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weekly attendance on the 2oth, it was 
thought prudent to defer the departure of 
the royal family till the fhould be out of 
the palace ; of courfe they did not fet out 
till the 2oth, at midnight. M. de Bouillé 
was informed of this alteration by a letter 
from the king, which, however, he did not 
receive before the rsth, in the evening, 
and immediately fent orders to the regi- 
ment royal and that of Monfieur, both 
dragoons, to begin their march a day later” 
than had been formerly dire&ted, on pur- 
pofe that they might be at Clermont only 
one ‘day previous to the arrival of the royal 
family: but unfortunately the officer, en- 
trufted with thé dire€tion of the horfes, 
which were faid to tranfport M. de 
N——’s camp equipage, neglected to give 
‘frefh orders to thofe who conduéted them 
to Varennes, and of-courfe they arrived at 


that town one day fooner than was intend- 
ed. The prolongation of their ftay created 
thofe fufpicions which afterwards proved 
fo fatal. ‘Thofe horfes were not placed 
where it had been agreed upon they fhould; 

-and 
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atid when thofe who were charged with 
the placing them arrived at Varennes, the 
fufpicions whieh had arifen on their acs 
count had excited fuch a fermentation, that 
it would not have been prudent to have ats 
tempted any alteration.” 


The report of M. Boudet, 

«© The detachinents arrived in precife 
time at the place of their déftination. The 
huffars of the regiment of Laufun came to 
St. Menehoult on the zoth of June; the 
officer quartered them at the inn, but he 
neglected to give the ufual information to 
the magiftrates cf the place relative to 
their route and quarters. This eccafioned 
a good deal of furprife and fpeculation in 
the town, which were augmented by the 
arrival of a detachment of the king’s regi- 
ment of dragoons i in the morning of the 
arf. “The impreflion which the conduct © 
of the officer commanding the huflars left 
on the minds of the inhabitants, made 
them watch the dragoons with jealous eyes. 

Qa. They 
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They even attempted to take their arms — 
from them. ’ | 
“The king left the Thuilleries on the 
goth, at midnight. His carriage broke 
down near Chalons. ‘That accident detain- 
ed him feveral hours. The royal family 
were expected at Sommevelle about’ three 
o'clock in.the afternoon of the 21ft. Al- 
though M. de N—-— and M. de Goguelas 
had calculated that they would arrive about 
that hour, it was certainly their duty to re- 
main there all that day with the detach- 
‘ment of huffars, the inftru€tions to whofe 
commanding officers bore, that the convoy 
they were to efcort would pafs in the courfe 
of that day : neverthelefs, when thofe two 
gentlemen faw no appearance of any cou- 
rier, or of the arrival of the royal family, 
they left Sommevelle at five o’clock ia the 
evening, carrying the whole detachment 
from that important poft, from whence the 
dire€tions to all the others were to originate. 
It is to be hoped that thofe two officers had 
very ftrong reafons for conducting them- 
felves 
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felves in this manner, which, however, 
have never been fully made known. It 
has been faid, that what chiefly determined 
them was certain marks of inquietude and 
commotion which began to appear among 
the people in the country, the confe- 
quences of which they thought might 
prove dangerous to the king and _ royal 
family. 2 | 
“ Mefirs. de N 
withdrew the troops from Sommevelle at five 
o’clock in the evening, and their majefties 
arrived there an hour after, finding neither 
the troops they expected, nor the two per- 
fons who had been entrufted with their in- 
ftruétions, who were to a& as couriers, and 
to give orders, fignals, and direCtions to the 
troops diftributed at the different pofts. 
Their majefties, however, proceeded with- 
out any retardment to St. Menehoult, while 
the detachment which had left Sommevelle 
fell back to Varennes. By a fatality that 
. feems to have invariably accompanied the 
» king, the commanding officer of the de- 
tachment, not choofing to return to St. 
| Q3 Menehoult, 


and Goguelas 
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Menehoult, where he had been ill received 
the day before, inftead of keeping to. the 
high road, by which means he would have 
joined the royal family, firuck into a erofs 
road, where he loft his way, as alfo did the 
two perfons entryfted with the king’s or- 
ders: fo that none of them reached Vas 
rennes until an hour after their majefties 
had been arrefted. 

“The royal family had come to St, 
Menehoult without any preceding courier, 
When they ftopped to change horfes at the 
poft-houfe, the commanding officer of the 
detachment of dragoons, fuppofing that 
thofe were the carriages which it. was his 
duty to efcort, ordered the foldiers to 
mount, that he might fulfil the object of his 
miffion. He met with a decided oppo- 
fition from the inhabitants, and the ftables 
were occupied and guarded by the cere 
guards of the town... 

“ The king not feeing thofe he ciennbrks 
looked out of the carriage with. the utmoft 
uneafinefs, and made many inquiries con- 
ee the vn He was recognized by 

a pofts 
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a poftillion, who immediately ran and in- 
formed the poft-mafter. The king’s jour- 
ney was not, however, {topped ; he went on 
to Clermont, while the poft-mafter of St, 
Menehoult difpatched his fon to Varennes, 
to give netice of his majefty’s approach, 
that meafures might be taken to ftop him, 
The king changed horfes again at Cler- 
mont, and was fuffered peaceably to take 
the roadto Varennes. M. de Damas, whe 
commanded the royal dragoons and thofe 
of Monfieur, expected the arrival of the 
courier every moment, according to agrees 
ment, and he kept his troops in readinefs, 
but had not been able to make any other 
preparations for the arrival of their majef- 
ties. However, on being informed that 
two carriages, of which they gave him the 
defcription, had changed horfes at the poft- _ 
houfe, he had no doubt oftheir being thofe 
of the king and queen. . He immediately 
gave orders to his dragoons to mount, 
The diftriG@ and municipality of the place 
were alarmed, and he was defired to give 
" an account of this unexpected order. M. 


Q4 de 
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de Damas, without returning an anfwer, 
fet fpurs to his horfe, ordering his dragoons 
to follow him: but they, yielding to the 
threats and intreaties of the national guards, 
bafely deferted their commanding officer. 
M. de Damas purfued alone the road to 
Varennes, and arrived a few minutes after 
their majefties. ) 

“ The fon of the poftmafter of St. Mene- 
hoult got the ftart of the king by fome 
hours. His departure from that town had 
been obferved by one of the quarter-maf- 
ters of the regiment royal, who was in the 
fecret, and who, fufpeCting the young man’s 


intentions, found means to efcape the , 


watchful obfervations of the populace, and 
of his own companions, and purfued the 
fellow, in order to prevent his fatal defign. 
He followed him for about a league: but 
being afraid to pufh his horfe, which had a 
great way to go, he did not overtake him ; 
and the fellow, perceiving himfelf purfued, 
fuddenly quitted’the high road, efcaped 
into the woods, and through unbeaten 
tracks, known to himfelf, proceeded to Va- 

rennes, 
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rennes. He arrived betwixt ten and eleven 
o'clock at night, and, with as little noife as 
poffible, he awaked every perfon he thought 
neceflary for his proje@t, and barricaded 
with carts and waggons the bridge of Va- 
rennes, which feparated the ville haute from 
the ville baffe. 

“In the midft of thefe preparations their 
majefties arrived at the vz//e haute, and ftop- 
ped at the firft houfe, in hopes of finding 
freth horfes ready for them : but in this they 
were difappointed; the horfes intended for 
them were {till at an inn on the oppofite 
fide of the bridge. M.de Bouiilé had fent 
his youngeft fon and M. de Raigecourt to 
Varennes on the morning of the 21ft, with 
orders to make the neceflary preparations 
for the king’s arrival. .They had not fuf- 
ficient confidence in the officer who com- 
manded the detachment at Varennes to truft 
him with the fecret, but they defired him 
to hold his troops in readinefs to efcort a 
convoy. ‘They anxioufly expected the ar- 
rival of the courier, as their orders were to 
make no preparation till he came. Befides, 

i: their 
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their yery appearance in the town had crea 
ated fufpicions, and the fear of increafing 
them prevented their removing the horfes 
from the ville baffe to the ville haute, until 
they fhould receive notice of the king’s ar- 
rival. The officer who commanded the de- 
tachment at Varennes had orders to efcort a 
convoy which was of fo much importance, 
that in cafe he perceived any difpofition in 
the people to obftructit, he was to order his 
troops to mount, make himfelf mafter of all 
- the paflages, and enforce the advancement 
of the convoy,, But as none of thefe mea- 
fures were executed, the poft-mafter had full 
‘time to make all his criminal arrangements, 
without encountering the leaft obftacle. 
© Their majefties were very uneafy on 
being informed, on their arrival, that there 
were no horfes in readinefs, and faw no ap- 
pearance of the troops they expected for 
their proteGion. To add to their vexation, 
their poftillions threatened to leave them, 
The queen alighted, and called at feveral 
houfes to obtain information refpecting the 
horfes. Nobody knew her. She walked 


- for 
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for fome time in the ville haute with the 
king, in expectation that fome perfon would 
appear who would give them the informa~ 
tion they ftood fo much in need of, but all 
in vain. They were obliged to return to 
their carriage without the expected fatisfac~ 
tion ; and all they could do was to intreat 
the poiftillions to proceed with the fame 
horfes. As they pafled under an arch-way 
near the bridge, a band of ruffians, who lay 
' in wait, flopped the carriages, feized upon 
the king, and forced him and his family to 
alight, and they were conducted prifoners 
to the houfe of the frocureur de la com- 
mune. ‘Vhe king expoftulated againft this 
violence with equal firmnefs and dignity, 
but tono purpofe. Ina moment the ftreets 
were barricaded, the ftables of the huflars 
furrounded, the national guards drawn up 
under arms, and the tocfin founded to 
alarm the country. The young de Bouille 
and M. Raigecourt, on hearing the tumult, 
haftened towards the hotel. of the com- 
mandant, but found the fireets barricaded. 


a4 Fhey had time only te mount on horle- 
back, 


236 ‘PRIVATE MEMOIRS. 
‘back, to pufh through the armed crowds 
that oppofed them, and to go with all pof- 
fible expedition to inform general de Bouille 
of what had happened. | 
“ In lefs than an hour after the king was 
ftopped, Mefirs. de N 
las arrived at Varennes with the detachment 


and de Gogue- 


from Pontfommevelle. At the gates of the 
town they found fome pieces of cannon 
anda party of the national guards, who at 
firft difputed their entrance. They defired 
to be made known to the fixty huffars in the 
town, who belonged to their regiment. 
M. Rodwell, who commanded thofe huffars; 
came to meet themalone. M. Boudet,the 
commanding officer of the detachment from 
Pontfommevelle, informed him that. the 
company which had been {topped was a€tu- 
ally the king and the royal family, and or- 
dered him to take every neceflary meafure 
for the defence and furety of their-majef- 
ties: but Rodwell, in place of obeying his 
commanding officer, immediately left Va- 
yennes, on pretence that. he muft go and 
inform M. de Bouillé of what had hap- 

hehe pened ; 
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pened ; and he left the command of this im-~ 
portant poft to one of the quarter-mafters, 
who was extremely ill-affe@ed to the king, 
as appeared by his keeping the huflars in 
total inaction. 

“ The detachment of Pontfommevelle 
being the only troops well difpofed to the 
king in the town, reached the houfe-where 
the royal family were detained, which 
they found furrounded by anumber of na- 
tional guards. M. de Goguelas, inftead of 
attempting to difperfe them by any orders. 
tothe detachment, addreffed himfelf to the 
procureur de la commune, who ftill affected 
not to know who the people he detained 
were, defiring to be introduced to them. 
He was introduced accordingly, and on 
his return affured the people that it 
was unqueftionably the royal family. 
This information rendered the multitude 
more obftinate for detaining the royal. 
family. 

“ M. de Goguelas, wifhing to afcertain 
whether the minds of the troops had not 
been corrupted by the town’s-people, du- 

| ae re _ ring 
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ring his abfence, ordered them to preparé 
their arms “, and then very inconfiderately 
afked whether they were for the king or the 
nation. They anfwered, “Vive la nation! 
Nous tenons ét tiendrons toujours pour elle.” 

_ “ This anfwer, which the furrounding 
crowd had infpired them with, plainly 
fhewed no affiftance could be expected for 
his majefty in this feditious town. M. de 
Goguelas therefore, feeming to adopt the 
prevailing fentiment, refolved quietly to 
wait the arrival of a fufficient force, to 
affift him in delivering their majfetties. 

“‘ While thefe events were pafling at Va- 
rennes, M. de Bouillé was extremely un- 
eafy at receiving no intelligence. He had 
paffed the night on horfeback betwixt Dun 
and Stenai. At laft he rode to the high 
way which leads to Montmedi, that he 
might be at hand to give affiftance, if ne- 
eeflary.. He was at the gates of Stenai 
about four in. the morning, when:M. de 
Raigecourt, the chevalier de Bouillé, and 
M. de Rodwell brought him the unwelcome 
. * Mettre haut les armess 
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news of the king being ftopped. That in~ 
ftant, orders were given for the regiment 
royal Allemand to mount, but the horfes 
were not faddled, although their command- 
ing officer had received orders the pre- 
ceding evening to hold himfelf in readinefs 
by day-break, and although it was known 
in the regiment that the king was to pafs 
during the night. M. de Bouilld fent, at the 
fame time, to Montmedi, an order to M. 
de Klinglin, marechal de camp, to fend one 
of the battalions of Naflau towards Dun, 
and to expedite orders to the Swifs 
regiment of Caftellas, then on its march 
to Montmedi, to detach one of its bat- 
talions to Stenai, and there to attend 
his farther orders. M. de Bouillé alfo 
fent orders to the detachments of Moufe 
and Dun to march with all diligence to 
Varennes, giving them to know that 
he would foon follow with the regiment 
royal Allemand, and enjoining them, im- 
mediately upon their arrival, to ufe every 
means in their power for the deliverance 


of the royal family, 
* M. de 
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“ M. de Bouillé waited till the regimént- 
of royal Allemand were quite ready, and 
then put himfelf at its head; after which, 
that he might affure himfelf of its difpofi- 
tions, he read the king’s orders, informed 
the men of the occafion of this march, and 
diftributed money amongft them. He 
found them extremely well difpofed, and 
they followed him with an alacrity which 
promifed fuccefs: but it was five o’clock in 
the morning when they fet out.” 


Extraé of M. de Long’s report. 


_ © ML. de Long, who commanded, at this 
time, the detachment of Dun, occupied, 
with his huffars, all the ftreets and avenues 
of that town. On being informed, by M. 
Rodwell, of the diftreffing fituation of the 
royal family, he marched to Varennes with 
his troops, without waiting the general’s or- 
ders, leaving twenty-four men and an offi , 
eer at Dun, in order to fecure a free paflage . 
through that town. He was only an hour 
and a half in going five leagues betwixt. 


Dunand Varennes, He arrived before this. 
‘ laft . 
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laft town at five o’clock in the morning. 
His project had been to begin the attack 
immediately, and to make-his way by force 
to the king; but when he reached the 
town, he perceived the barricades, which 
forced him to renounce his plan. The ad- 
vanced poft of the national guard required 
of M. de Long to attend them to the mu- 
nicipality, and explain the motives of his 
journey to Varennes. This he pofitively re- 
fufed, and demanded entrance with his de- 
tachment, in order to join that which was 
in the town. They anfwered, that his 
demand was contrary to the king’s orders. 
M. de Long being aflured, by this anfwer, 
that the king was at Varennes, requefted 
permiffion to pay his refpeéts to his ma- 
jefty. This was agreed to by M. Seigne- 
mont, commander of the national guards 
and chevalier de St. Lewis, who promifed 
him protection, and gave’ his word of ho- 
nour that he fhould be allowed to fpeak to 
the king, without any witnefs. For the 
greater furety that this promife would be ad- 
hered‘to, M. de Long exacted that an hoft- 
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age fhould be delivered to his huffars. This. 
was done. His fcheme was to inform the. 
king of the fuccours that were arrived and 
expected, and to obferve whether it would 
be poffible to force the barricades fword in 
hand. He found them fo ftrorig, particu- 
larly on the bridge, that he had no hopes of 
fucceeding, unlefs he was joined by the 
huflars under the command of M. Boudet. 
Having arrived at the houfe in which the 
royal family were confined, he faw, to his 
aftonifhment, thitty huffars before it, com= — 
manded by one of the national guards ; and 
this certitude of their defection deprived 
him of all hopes of his detachment’s being 
allowed to enter the town. After waiting 
half an hour, he was introduced to the king. 
Seignemont,. contrary to the word he had 
pledged, entered with him. When M. de 
Long reproached him in the prefence of his 


majefty, his only apology was, that the 


citizens would not allow that he fhould 
have any private conference with the king; 
yet he afterwards permitted M. de Long to 
talk a little, in the corner of the room, with 

5 his 
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his majefty, who was then informed of his 
real fituation, and of the unftirmountable 
obftacles which the batricades, aiid the de= 
fection of fomé of the troops, formed to thé 
zeal of M. de Long. He was informed, at 
the fame time, of the march of M. de 
Bouillé, at the head of thé Royal Alle« 
mand. | 

“The king feemed in fuch a fate of 
confufion, that M. de Long repeated this 
information three times, from ati apprehen- 
fion that his majefty had not heard what 
he had faid. Atlait he begged to have his 
majelty’s orders for M. dé Bouillé. 

“© You may acquaint him,’ faid the 
king, ‘that I am a prifonér; that I doubt 
much whether he can do any thing for 
me, but that I defire he may do what hé 
can.’ . 

“ M. de Long fpcke alfo to the queen: 
but as fhe ftood very near to the commander 
of the national guards, he gave her the 
fame information in German, that hé 
had given to the king. That unhappy 
Heche R 2 princels 
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princefs complained bitterly of her perfe- 
cutors, and particularly that they would not 
permit her to proceed to Verdun, where fhe 
and the children could more commodioufly 
repofe themfelves. 

“ The king defiring M. de Long not to 
prolong the converfation in German, to 
prevent fufpicions, he took leave of their 
majefties, afking their orders aloud. The 
king replied, | 

“ ¢T ama prifoner, and have no orders 
to give.’ 

“ M. de Long having arrived at his, de- 
tachment, fent a non-commiffioned officer 
with an order to M. Boudet to attack thofe 
who confined the royal family, while he 
fhould force the barricades,and advance with 
his troops to their affiftance.. After a con- 
fiderable interval, the non-commiffioned of- 
ficer returned, without having been able to 
{peak to M. de Boudet, who, with his de= 
tachment, was blocked up in the convent 
and garden of the Cordeliers. | 

“ In thofe circumftances, M. de Long 
had no other refource but to wait for the 

6 | atrival 
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arrival of the regiment of Royal Allemand:: 
but he foon underftood that the royal fa- 
mily, having been obliged to go into their. 
carriages, were on the road to Paris, 
guarded by an armed multitude. He was 
joined by the chevalier de R——, and they 
endeavoured to crof the river, in the in- 
tention of attacking the efcort and deliver- 
ing theking. They actually pafled the firft 

branch, but found the fecond too deep ; and 
{eeing no poffibility of fuccouring the royal 
family, they determined to join M. de 
Bouillé ; which they did, about nine o’clock 
in the morning, near Varennes. Greatly | 
fhocked at the information they brought, 
he was ftill inclined to continue his march, 
and make a laft attempt, but no perfon 
among the troops knew of any ford by 
which they could pafs the river which fe- 
parated them from the king. The horfes 
were nearly exhaufted with the long march 
‘they had already made, Stenai.being more 
than five leagues from Varennes; befides, 
the king having fet out about an hour and 
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_a half before, all purfuit feemed ufelefs., 
There was therefore an abfolute impoffibi~ 
lity of delivering the royal family; and 
M. de Bouillé, overwhelmed with grief, 
marched back with his troops to Stenai.” . 

Befides the above ftatement, M. de 
‘Bouillé drew up a particular account, ex- 
planatory of the failure of this plan, for 
protecting the royal family in their journey: 
from Paris to Montmedi, for the inform- 
ation of their majefties *. 


% Vide Appendix, No. X. 
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CHAP. XXV. 
The decree of accufation iftued againf Lari- 


viére intimidates his colleagues.—Madame 
de Lamothe’s Memoirs are fecretly burnt 
at Seves.—Confequences.—A band of rufs 
fians, in the pay of the Facobins, are em+ 
ployed to excite popular commotions.—T he 
afjembly pafs a decree for difoanding the 
king’s conflitutional guards; and on the 
fame day, one of accufation againft the 
duke de Briflae.—TLhe minifters oblige the 
king to fanétion the decree for difbanding 
the guards.— My letter, advifing his ma- 
jofty to refufe bis fantion, arrives toa late, 


FTER the decree of accufation againft 
A the judge Larivicre, none of his col- 
leagues durft venture to continue the legal 
proceedings on my complaint and that of 
M. de Montmorin. But one principal ob- 
se ject we had in view was accomplifhed, 
namely, to render the impofture of the 

ioe R 4. Auftrian 
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Auftrian committee manifeft to the public, 
This fable had been invented foon after the 
opening of the firft affembly, with a defign 
- to exafperate the people againft the king, 
the queen, and all their faithful fervants, 
The Jacobins, enraged at being deprived of 
that ground of calumny, watched for an op- 
portunity of reviving it, and for that pur- 
pofe they made a handle of a piece of im- 
prudence committed by one of the clerks of 
a public office. 

M. de la Porte had purchafed, by the 
king’s orders, the whole edition of the Me- 
moirs of the famous madame de Lamothe, 
fo full of calumny againft the queen. He 
ordered them to be burnt with all the pre- 
caution and fecrecy poffible. The’ clerk 
who received the order had the imprudence 
to confide the execution of it to one named 
Riffon, an intriguing and feditious man,’ 
formerly an advocate at Nancy, who had 
committed feveral forgeries, and even fa- 
bricated the king’s feal, for which he had 
been profecuted before the tribunal of Ré- 
guctes del Hotel, where I myfelf, as a maitre 
; : des 
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des réquétes, was employed in his crofs exa- 
mination. On that occafion I ran con-' 
fiderable danger, not only from the popu- 
lace, who, being convoked by his hand- 
bills, filled the court, but alfo by the fury 
of the fellow himfelf, who attempted to ai- 
fault me during the trial, and was with fome 
difficulty prevented by the Suifiers. He 
was acquitted, in confequence of the new 
principles of patriotifm then in vogue, but 
every body was convinced of his guilt. 
This fame Rifton, finding himfelf entruft- 
ed with a commiffion which interefted the © 
king, and appeared of the more importance 
on account of the myfterious manner in 
which it was ordered to be executed, was 
lefs folicitous to perform it effeCtually, than 
to make an oftentatious difplay of the con- 
fidence that had been placed in him. On 
the 30th of May, at ten o'clock in the 
morning, he ordered the Memoirs to be 
conveyed in a waggon, which he himfelf 
accompanied, to the china manufactory at 
Seves, where he caufed a large fire to be 
made, and burnt the Memoirs in the pre- 

fence 
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fence of all the workmen of the manufac- 
tory, who were exprefsly forbid to ap- 
proach the fire. His oftentatious pre- 
cautions awakened curiofity, and gave rife 
toa thoufand different conjeftures. The 
fire kindled at Séves was immediately made 
ufe of to inflame the minds of the Parifian 
populace. That very day it was mentioned 
inthe aflembly, that ftate papers had been 
carried at M, de la Porte’s office, and burnt at 
Séves, Briffot and the Jacobin party in- 
fitted vehemently that the papers burnt 
with fo much myftery were the regifters 
and letters of correfpondence of the very 
Auftrian committee, of whofe exiftence 
they had fo long endeavoured to convince 
the world. 

M. de Ja Porte was fummoned to the bar, 
and gave a faithful account of the affair as 
it ftood. Rifton was alfo called, who con- 
firmed the depofition of M. dela Porte. But 
thefe explanations, fatisfa@tory as they 
were, did not quiet the ferment which that 
affair had excited in the aflembly. The 
Gironde party, who for fome time had 
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in view the dechéance, or abdication of the 
king, and of placing the prince royal on 
the throne, under a regency compofed of 
their own party, feized eagerly this oppor- 
tunity to prepare and facilitate the accom- 
plifhing their purpofe, 

The courage and fidelity of the conftitu- 
tional guards, formed an obftacle to their 
plan which they wifhed to remove, al- 
though they could have oppofed to thofe 
guards many thoufand armed ruffans, be- 
fides a chofen band a€tually in the pay of 
the Jacobins. 

_ Buob (the juftice of peace before men- 
tioned) gave me the following information 
on this head: 

'“ The men, thus retained, received, at 
firft, five livresa day: but as their numbers 
increafed, their pay was reduced to forty 
fous. Deferters, and foldiers.;who had been 
turned out of their regiments, were chofen 
in preference to any others. Their num- 
ber, in the beginning of March, was fever, 
hundred and fifty, as appeared by an extract 
pon the account of their laft payment. 

This 
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This band was commanded by a chevalier of 
St. Lewis, to whom they were forced to 
take an oath of unlimited obedience on 
their admiffion. He himfelf received his 
orders from the fecret committee of the’ 
Jacobins. This new corps mixed with the 
fpectators in the tribunes of the aflembly, 
at the clubs, in the meetings of the fec- 
tions, and with the groups in the Palais 
Royal ; but their principal fervice confifted 
in exciting and fupporting popular tu- 
mults,” 

To pave the way to the king’s de- 
chéance or abdication, the Girondifts wifhed 
to intimidate him by an infurrection of the 
populace againft the palace ; and to render 
this effetual, they thought it neceflary to 
obtain a decree of the affembly for difband- 
ing the conftitutional guards. ‘They made 
2 handle of the fermentation occafioned by 
the fcene at Séves, to afflert that thofe 
guards were in a ftate of counter-revo- 
lution; that they had actually received 
from the king and queen a white flag, to he | 

uled 
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ufed on fome proper occafion ; but which 
at prefent. was concealed in a cavern under 
the Ecole Militaire. 

. The place was fearched, and no fuch flag 
found. Nothing was found that had any 
connection with the imaginary committee ; 
yet a decree of accufation was on the point 
of being paffed againft all the officers of — 
the king’s guard; but the apprehenfion of 
exciting the whole corps againft the affem- 
bly, reftrained this; and the decree was 
confined to the brave and unfortunate duc 
de Briffac, who was next day conducted to 
the prifon at Orleans, and afterwards maf~ 
facred with the other prifoners. 

The king was perfeCtly fenfible, that the 
motive of the decree for difbanding his 
guard, was no other than to. deprive him 
of the protection of thofe brave men whom 
it was well known would defend his life 
at the hazard of their own. He was ex- 
tremely agitated ; and the morning after the 
decree paffed, he fent for his minifters at 
an early hour, and communicated a letter 

to them, which he intended to fend to the 
| affembly, 
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affembly, announcing his refufal to fan@ion 
the dectee: but they all refufed to ¢ounter- 
fign his letter; and confequently it could 
hot be fent. His majefty then propofed to 
%0 in perfon to the affembly, and pro- 
nounce a difcourfe, in which he would givé 
his reafons for not fanétioning the decree ; 
but all the minifters refufed to attend 
him to the aflembly: they even carried 
their bafenefs or peifidy the length of 
afferting, that every man of the guard 
would be maffacred by the people if they’ 
were not immediately difbanded, and that 
‘every individual in the palace would be 
_ endangered by his majefty’s deferring to 
fan@tion the decree. In fhort, the un- 
happy prince, without taking time to re- 
Aleét, confented to fanGtion that fatal de- 
cree. 
An hour after havirig figned his faiGtion, 
‘he received my letter: i which, not 
knowing what had pafled, I ftrongly utged 
‘the neceffity of his forcing the aflembly to 
“adhere to the conftitution; which, in al- 
lowing the king to.have a guard of 1800 
| men, 


PRIVATE MEMOIRS. © dcp 
men, had not given the legiflative body 
any authority over it; reminding him 
that it was to the king alone that all com- 
plaints ought to be carried or addreffed 
againft the guard in general; and that the 
authority of the aflembly was limited to 
the receiving complaints, and to iffuing 
decrees of accufation againft any individual 
of that guard who might give grounds for 
them; and who would of couffe be tried 
by thé proper courts. 

Before I received the king’s anfwer, I 
heard, with equal regret and furprife, that - 
the decree was already fanCtioned; and 
that the duke of Briflac had been fent as 
a ptifoner to Orleans, He had. refifted 
the earneft entreaties of his family and 
friends, who fuggefted to him the means 
of efcape, and thought he could have no 
fecurity for his life but by flight. 

_, J received the king’s anfwer that even 
ing ; it was written with his own hand on * 
the margin of my letter, which was our 
eftablifhed form of correfpondence, With 


every letter I wrote, I fent him back that 
which 
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which I received from him the day before, 
only taking notes from it; fo that his let- 
ters never remained twenty-four hours in 
my hands, [ propofed this method to the 
king, to prevent his having any uneafinefs 
about his letters. Mine were delivered to 
the king or queen, and their anfwers 
brought to me by one of the captains of the 
guard, whole zeal and attachment were 
known to them. 

It would have been imputed to their ma- 
jefties as a crime to carry on any kind of 
-correfpondence at this time with me; E 
judged it highly improper therefore to fub- 
ject them to the leaft rifk or uneafinefs by 
keeping even copies of the letters whic 
paffed on this occafion. Independent of 
this confideration, it is to be regretted that 
I did not keep copies of them all, becaufe 
they would have teftified his ferupulous 
fidelity to the conftitution, his affection for 
his people, and the abfolute falfhood of the 
various calumnies invented for the bafeft 
purpofes againft both him and the queen. 
M. Malouet is the only perfon now alive 

| whe 


PRIVATE MEMOIRS. 267 


who faw the originals of the greateft part 
of thofe letters by the king’s permiffion : 
that gentleman can atteft the truth of what 
I have now faid. As I retained notes 
which could not be underftood by thofe 
into whofe hands I was afraid of the origi- 
nals falling, I am enabled to fubjoin his 
majefty’s anfwer to my letter refpecting 
the difbanding of the guards, which was in 
the following terms: | 

“‘ Unfortunately it is no longer time to 
do as you propofe: the minifters aflured 
me, that the ferment of the people | is fo 
violent, that the fanétion of the decree 
could not be deferred without expofing the 
guards, and every perfon in the palace, to 
the greateft danger. I gave this fanétion 
much againft my will 5 byt, the evil cannot 
be remedied.” ; 

_ No: remedy, indeed remained after the 
decrec was fandtioned ; and I was the more 
diftreffed at what had happened, : as in fpite 
| of the defection of the muinifters on this” 
: occafion, I was convinced that. great ad- 
vantage might have been taken of the 
_ VOL. i. 8 affembly, 
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affembly, could the king have been pre- 
vailed upon to have acted with energy ; 
and my letter might have had fome weight 
with him, had he received it before he 
fanctioned the decree. 

My intention was to propofe to his ma- 
jelty to go to the aflembly, accompanied by 
fix principal officers of his guard, and a 
hundred guards on horfeback; part of 
which would have remained at the en- 
trarice, by the gate of the Feuilans, and 
part at the Place de Vendome, while the re- 
mainder would have gone by the quay to 
the Place de Lewis XV. I would have 
propofed to his majefty to announce his 
intention of going to the aflembly only a 
quarter of an hour before he went ; and, 
that on his arrival, he fhould pronounce 
the following difcourfe : 

« Gentlemen, we have all taken an oath 
to the conftitution ; by your’s, you are 
bound to infringe it in no point ; and mine 
obliges me to maintain it by all the power 
which the conftitution has delegated into 
my hands. I come here in the execution 
Tidasle g AL DOW op 
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of that duty to ftate to yourfelves the irre- 
gularity of that decree by which my con- 
ftitutional guards are ordered to be dif- 
banded on account of certain accufations, 
which, however ferious in themfelves, and 
however well-founded, can only criminate 
a few individuals. That decree is dire@tly 
in contradiction to the fpirit of the conftitu- 
tion, which has ordered and regulated that 
guard. This article of the conftitution is 
equally binding with all the others: they 
were all, without exception, adopted by 
yourfelves, and confecrated by the oath of 
the majority of the nation ; and that oath, 
you as well as me have {worn to adhere to 
inviolably. By this folemn engagement, it 
is my duty to declare to you, that I never 
can fanétion the decree for difbanding my 
guard ; and it is your part to repair your 
error by a fpeedy revocation; for, if you ad- 
here to that decree, you ufurp a power which 
you have not received from the conftitution, 
and thereby make your own opinion pre- 
-yail over that of the nation; in which cafe 
al S$ 2 you 
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you can no longer be regarded as its repre- 
fentatives. 

- “If there is juft caufe of complaint 
againft any of the officers or foldiers 
which the conftitution has attached to my 
perfon, you are authorized to iffue a decree 
of accufation againft them ; but that decree 
cannot extend farther. Haften then to re- 
turn within the limits of your legal power, 
which I am fo far from intending to cir- 
eumfcribe, that to fecure to you the full 
exercife of it, even at this moment, and to 
prevent any criminal from efcaping, I have 
ordered all my guards to be aflembled, and 
fo to remain until you give orders to ap- 
prehend for trial every individual among 
_ them, againft whom you~ have any 

proots.” 

Previous to his miajefty’s geing to the 
-aflembly, I fhould have taken care to have 
filled the tribunes with a confiderable num- 
ber of the friends of the conftitution, to 
applaud the king’s difcourfe, and to’ re- 
prefs, by marks of difapprobation, every 

? 5 contrary 
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contrary motion. Nuimerous’ placards 
pafted| up the preceding day; hand-bills 
diftributed in profufion; intelligent emif- 
faries mixing in the groups, coffee-houfes, 
and public walks, fhould have prepared the 
minds of the people for this meafure, by 
reprefenting the decree for difbanding the 
conftitutional guards in its true colours, 
namely, as a violent infringement of the 
conftitution, and an ufurpation of the law- 
ful right of his majefty.: 

Tt would have been prudent, at the fame 
time, to have ordered the three thoufand 
Swils, who were then at Courbevoye, to 
_ advance to the heights of Paffy, under pre- 
tence of being reviewed. This corps, with 
their brethren, at that time on duty in the 
Thuilleries, and the conftitutional guards, - 
commanded by fuch a brave and intelligent 
officer as M. d’Hervilly, would have com-~ 
pofed, in cafe of need, a fufficient force to 
fupprefs any infurre€tion which the Jaco- 
bins might have raifed. 
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I very inconfiderately communicated the 
above plan to the king, of which I after- 
wards repented, as it could only ferve to 
augment his regret for having fanétioned 
the decree. This unfortunate monarch 
was already fo much to be pitied, that it 
was barbarous not to fpare him whatever 
tended ufelefsly to aggravate his uneafinefs. 
The anfwer which he wrote, as ufual, on 
the margin of my letter, made me fenfible 
of my indifcretion: it was as follows : 

“You know, I cannot undo what is 
done; my foul is full of forrow. What 
can I do, furrounded as I am, and with no 
perfon near me in whom I can truft 2” 

This fad truth was confirmed by the 
fatal confequences of the difbanding the 
guards, which renewed with bitternefs the 
king’s regret for having fo precipitately 
gone into the fanétion of that decree. But 
by a fatality which feemed attached to him, 
and which was always moft remarkable on 
the moft critical occafions, thofe meafures 
which required the greateft deliberation, 

6 | and 
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gud on which he ought to have confulted 
the perfons moft worthy of his confidence, 
were fometimes thofe which he adopted 
moft haftily ; whereas, on meafures whofe 
fuccefs depended on celerity, he often de- 
liberated until his adopting them became 
ufelefs, and even hurtful, 
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CHAP. XXVI. 


The decrees againft the nonjuring priefis, and 
for forming a camp in the neighbourhood 
of Paris.——Divifion in the cabinet on that 
occafion.—Dumourier prevails on the king 
to difiifs three of bis minifters.—Mtac- 
zenfki.—The king prevents a pamphlet 
from being publifhed againft Dumourter, 
—Fabrication of affignats in the prifon. 
-—Important difcoveries refpeéting the 
troubles in St. Domingo.—The Mulatto 
Raimond.—Refignation of Dumourier.— 
A fingular letter from him to M. de 
Larofiere. 


“hi HE affembly, whofe ufurpations in- 
creafed in proportion as the king’s 
powers of refiftance were weakened, pafled 
two moft atrocious decrees in the begin. 
ning of June 1792. The firft was for the 
banifhment of the priéfts who had refufed to 

take 
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take the oath; and the fecond was for the 
formation of a camp of twenty thoufand 
men in the environs of Paris, to confift of 
volunteers from every department of the 
kingdom. It was very well known, that 
thofe volunteers would every where be 
‘chofen by the Jacobins, whofe power was 
univerfally felt, and ‘had impreffled fuch ge- 
“neral terror as gave them complete fway in 
every election ; fo that this army mutt of 
courfe have been made up of their eréa- 
tires, the moft feditious and “déf{perate 
villains in the kingdom, ‘The miotive givéh 
for this decree, was the fafety of the capital. 
Upon that pretence, Servan the minifter, ih 
connivance with the Girond party, with- 
out an order from the king, or without 
communicating his intentions to his col- 
leagues, propofed the meafure in a letter to 
the prefident of the affembly. His real 
view was to féecure a fufficient force againft 
the royalifts who temained in Paris, and 
that portion of the national guards who 
were known to be attached to the king 

and 
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and to the conftitution, which the Ja- 
cobins, as was now evident, intended to 
overturn. 

The king fhewed the utmoft repugnance 
to fanction either of thefe decrees, in fpite 
of the threatening intimations he daily re- 
ceived from his minifters Rolland, Claviere, 
and Servan. 

At that time a quarrel fubfifted betwixt 
thefe minifters and their colleagues, who, 
Jacobins as they were, feemed touched 
with the king’s misfortunes, and always 
behaved to him with refpe&. They were 
fhocked with the condu& of Rolland, Cla- 
viere, and Servan, and determined to take 
this opportunity to get them difmiffed. 
Dumourier, with the approbation of his 
colleagues Duranthon and la Cofte, under- 
took to propofe three new minifters to the 
king. His majefty accepted the propofal 
with the joy of a perfon who feels himfelf 
fuddenly relieved from a heavy load under 
which he was ready to fink. Soon after 
the meafure was determined on, I was in- 
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formed of it by a letter from the king, in 
anfwer to one I had written the day be- 
fore, in which I begged to receive his or- 
ders refpecting a virulent pamphlet againft 
‘Dumourier, which the author would not 
publith without his majefty’s confent. In 
the margin of my letter, the king wrote the 
following words ; 

“ Prevent any thing from being pub- 
lifhed againft Dumourier, who condué&s 
himfelf well at this moment; and_ has 
helped to free me from three minifters, who 
endeavoured to force me to fan@tion the 
two decrees.” 

I had had a very extraordinary, conver- 
fation, two days before, with a Polith 
nobleman, marechal de camp in the French 
fervice, an intimate friend of Dumourtier, 
and at that time employed in the northern 
army; his name was Miaczenfki. That 
man, with whom I was till then wholly 
unacquainted, fent a certain perfon to re- 
queft a meeting with me betwixt eleven 
and twelve o’clock at night, as he withed 

te 
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to talk upon fubje&s of the utmoft im-+ 
portance. 
~ It was near midnight when he entered my 
houfe: he began by apologizing for having 
kept me waiting ; but faid; that being po- 
fitively ‘informed that my houfe was 
watched, he had walked three quarters of 
an hour in the ftreet, and did not ftop at 
my door until he was certain of not being 
obferved. ‘ He then afked, with an air of 
inquietude, if my clofet did not communi- 
cate with any other apartment from which 
our converfation might be heard; and, 
after I had made him eafy on that point, 
he laid open the important fecret. I heard 
every thing he had to fay without inter- 
ruption, becaufe I remarked a certain ex- 
preffion of low cunning in his counte- 
nance, which prejudiced me againft him, 
and put me on my guard, I fufpeéted 
this man to be a {py of Dumourier’s, or an 
agent of the committee des recherches. 
He began by talking to me of his birth 
and fortune; of the motives which at« 
tached 
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tached him to the Frénch fervice, and of a 
very derious conteft he had had with M. 
de Vergennes, of which he had publithed 
a long and circumftantial account, He 
Jaid that publication on my table, after 
having read fome paflages of it to me, in 
order to convince nie that he was. neither 
an adventurer, nor a. Revon to be at all 
fufpected. 

“J have the honour of being related to 
the queen,” added he, “to which I owe 
my advancement in the fervice. Affuredly 
their majefties have not a more faithful or 
zealous iervant than myfelf: it was only 
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with a view of being ufeful to them that f 
remained in France, that I have fought to 
be employed in the army, deceived that 
knave Dumourier, have. pafled on him for 
his friend, and obtained his whole confi- 
dence; for there was no other means of 
watching him narrowly. He is more dan- 
gerous than can ‘be imagined by perfons 
unacquainted with his ambition and want of 
‘principle... Every morning I {pend an hour 
ox two fefe-d-tete with him: he is extremely 
talkative ; 
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talkative; he conceals nothing from me } 
and, if you have any curiofity, I can give 
you a regular account of his plans, his pro- 
jects, and all his fecrets.”” 

“T know not any purpofe that would 
anfwer, fir,’ faid I; “ and,-as it is what I 
have no concern in, I have not the leaft 
curiofity to know: but are not you going 
foon to join the army ?” 

“ Yes, fir; and that is the fubje& on 
which I withed to talk with you; becaufe 
it is an occafion in which I can render the 
king an important fervice. I am to com- 
mand the van-guard; and, as I know the 
country better than any of the general of- 
ficers, they place great confidence in me. 
I am certain they will not hefitate to make 
the army take whatever pofition I fhall 
point out. There is one pofition which 
feems very fafe and advantageous; in 
which, neverthelefs, by informing the gene- 
ral of the enemy, I may be attacked in fuch 
a manner, that the van-guard muft be cut 
in pieces ; the confequences of which, you 
will readily believe, will be, that the whole — 

army 
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army muft, of neceflity, be either killed on 
the {pot, or made prifoners.” 

“ You will arrange matters, I hope,” 
faid I, ‘‘ in fuch a manner, that you your- 
felf will be in the latter predicament.” 

“ Unqueftionably, fir!” anfwered he. 

‘“ Have you no kind of doubt of the 
complete fuccefs of this complicated oper- 
ation ?” 

“Not the leaft,” anfwered he; “ and 
you can have no doubt of the confufion 
which fo unexpected a defeat muft make 
at Paris. It would at once produce the 
ruin, perhaps the maflacre, of all the Jaco- 
bins, and of the national aflembly, and 
create fuch a deteftation of the new confti- 
tution as will foon bring back to the king 
his ancient authority. There is but one 
{mall difficulty,” continued he; “ you 
know that all difcipline and fubordination 
is deftroyed in the army: there is no 
means of fecuring the obedience of the 
foldiers, but by gaining their affeCtions by 
regaling them with brandy and wine. 

This 


272 PRIVATE MEMOIRS. 
This method I did not negleét as long as I 
had the means; but now my money is 
exhaufted, and I cannot continue it, fo, as 
to retain the confidence of the foldiery, to. 
that degree that is requifite for fo decifive 
a meafure, without the fum of about 
200,000 livres, which I am perfuaded the 
king will readily advance, provided you 
will lay my HEN before him, and fupport it 
by your credit.” 
. “I fhould be very et fs,” faid I, 
“to propofe fuch a fcheme to his majefty, 
‘as I know it would be the means of lofing 
his confidence for ever. How is it poffi- 
ble, that, knowing the king’s character, 
you could imagine that fuch a project 
could be agreeable to him? and I am no 
lefs aftonifhed at your choofing me, who 
have not the honour of. being acquainted 
with yeu, for your confident on fuch' an 
occafion,” 

ser addreffed myfelf to to you, fir, as abe, 
of all the former minifters,.the moft fin- 
cerely attached to the king, and the moft 

“capable 
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capable of appreciating the fervice I with 
to rerider him; the importance of which, 
perhaps, upon mature confideration, you 
will come to be more fenfible. of.” 

“It requires no confideration at all,” an- 
fwered I. ‘ RefleGion could only ferve 
to confirm me in my opinion, Iam in- 
clined to believe in the fincerity of your 
profeffions of attachment to the king; you 
may therefore rely on my prudence. I 
fhall endeavour to forget the project which 
you have revealed to me; I advife you to 
do the fame, and, above all, never to men- 
tion it to another perfon on earth.” 

The next day I acquainted his majefty 
with this converfation. He approved of 
the manner in which I had received Miac- 
zen{ki’s propofal;.and added, that he 
knew him to be a worthlefs fellow, and 
was convinced that his fole object was to 
obtain money, | 

I fhould never have done; were I to re- 
late all the fingular vifits which my known 
attachment to the king at this time pro- 
eured me. J was aware, that under colour 

‘YQL. Il. Boiss. | of 
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of zeal for his majefty, many propofals 
were made to me for the purpofe of dif- 
covering if I ftill interfered in his affairs, 
what my intentions were, and if I had the 
difpofal of any part of the civil lift. Fortu- 
nately I had acquired the habit of regarding 
every propofal as a fnare, and I adopted 
only fuch as I thought advantageous for his 
majefty ; and even thefe with fuch precau- 
tions, that whatever might happen, I rifked 
nothing. Of this I fhall only give one in- 
ftance. The chevalier de Langle, a gentle- 
man of Brittany, whofe family I had known 
while in that province, one day prefented 

himfelf before me in a ftate of the -utmoft 

wretchednefs. He had juft got out of the 

prifon de la Force, where he had been fix 
-months confined, through the miftake, as 
he faid, of the police correctionelle. However 

he did not by any means make that clearly 

out, in the account he gave me of the 

affair. He had to fpeak to me, he faid, 

on a fubje& of the utmoft importance, but 

firft begged that I would order him fome- 
thing to eat, as he was ready to die of 

| | hunger. 


PRIVATE MEMOIRS. 275 


hunger. He afterwards talked to me of 
his literary talents, and, asa {pecimen, he 
offered me a copy of his travels through 
Spain. He next read to me the two firft 
pages of a journal which he intended pub- 
lifhing, intitled, Poffillon de la Guerre. It 
was tolerably well written, and in favour 
~of conftitutional royalty. I did not hefi- 
tate to advance him three hundred livres 
which he required for the Slats of the 
firft impreffion. 

He informed me, that while he was in 
prifon he had .feen feveral thoufand falfe 
affignats fabricated by the prifoners, who 
fold them, at a very low price, to perfons | 
who came to fee them; that the commif- 
faries of the municipality, who vifited the 
ptifons once a week, always feized on all the 
affignats they could difcover, but that they 
never made theleaft fearch after the inftru- 
ments ufed in making them. 

- Convinced, as I was, that forged affig- 
nats were the principal refource of the Ja- 
cobins for the immenfe expence which their 
f{chemes required, I faid to the chevalier, 

ee} 2 that 
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that it would be an a&t of patriotifm, greatly 
for his intereft, to publifh the account he 
had juft given me, in the form of a petition; 
addrefled to the national affembly ; and 
that he might claim the reward’ promifed 
16 every one who denounced falfe affignats. 
The inftances mentioned, of confiderable 
gratifications granted on fuch occafions, at 
ence determined hint to follow my advice ; 
and he gave in his petition next day: but 
the committee to which it was referred 
being, without doubt, apprehenfive of its 
producing the effe& I hoped for, would not 
report it, and prevented the chevalier from 
ebtaining. permiflion to {peak during .a 
fortnight that he daily prefented himfelf at 
the bar of the affembly.- I advifed him to 
publith the petition, addrefled-to the-mem- 
bers of the aflembly, under. the title of fa 
plot againft the nation. .Jbewas the more 
inclined to follow this advice, as I enforced 
it by an affignat of two hundred livres, 
given-in advance. for the expence of the 
impreflion, . He promifed to repay me 
boths fums out of the reward he had a 

5 right 
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rightito expect from the aflembly.. Whether 
he ever received any I know not. What I 
do know is, that he never repaid me. 
‘There afluredly never exifted a more inde- 
fatigable walker than-this chevalier. Every 
morning, as foon as his paper was drawn 
up, he went over the town, the fuburbs, 
through all the public walks, into the clubs 
and coffee-houfes, and was the firft to give 

me an account of every interefting occur- 
rence ; and on comparing his reports with 
thofe I received from my other agents, I 
ufually found them exada. 

One day, in converfing with me on the 
troubles of St. Domingo, he entered into 
details, of which I fhould never have con- 
ceived him to have any knowledge. On 
my exprefling . fome furprife, he told me, 
that nobody. had a better opportunity than 
himfelf of being informed of every circum- 
ftance relating to that colony, as he was 
intimately acquainted with the miftrefs of 
the mulatto Raimond, who was agent of the 
mulattos of St. Domingo ; that this man 

des: had 
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had the greateft confidence in her, and al- ., 
lowed her to read all his papers; that | 
of courfe fhe knew every particular of his 
correfpondence with Domingo, all which 
fhe divulged to de Langle, being diflatis- 
fied with Raimond for not paying her fo 
liberally as fhe expected. 

This intelligence was the more intereft- 
ing, as the troubles of the colonies had 
been excited, and were at this time 
kept up by the manceuvres of a party 
known by the name of /es amis des noirs, at 
the head of which were Briffot and Con- 
dorcet. It wasalfo known that a confider- 
able contribution had been raifed from the 
richeft mulattos of St, Domingo, and fent 
to Paris; but the precife manner in which 
this money had been employed had never 
been afcertained ; and I hoped that this 
correfpondence would throw light upon 
the fubjedt, and furnifh powerful arms 
againft the king’s moft dangerous enemies. 
That confideration alone was fufficient to 
make me ardently defire, at any rate, to 


get 
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get poffeifion of papers of fuch import- 
_ ance: but before I exprefled this defire to 
the chevalier de Langle, I wifhed to be more 
clearly informed of the particulars of the 
correfpondence ; and I commiflioned him to 
ufe all his addrefs to engage Raimond’s 
miftréfs to examine anew thefe papers the 
firft convenient opportunity, and to read 
thofe of the oldeft date with fuch attention 
as would enable her to repeat the heads of 
what they contained. 

This commiffion was fulfilled in a few 
days, with all the intelligence I could de- 
fire.” The chevalier read me a note of the 
woman’s dictating, by which it appeared, 
that the firft parcel contained minutes of in- 
ftructions and plans fent to St. Domingo in 
the year 1790 and 1791, for the purpofe 
of exciting, conduding, and fupporting 
the infurre€tion of the negroes; and alfo 
copies of printed pamphlets and hand-bills, 
which were to be diftributed in the 
colony, _ ee | 
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The fecond parcel contained the draught 
of a plan, and the regifter of a contribution 
to be raifed upon the mulattos of St. Do- 

mingo, the {nm total of which amounted to 
above feven millions of livres. To thefe 
papers was joined a memorial refpecting 
the manner in which the money was to be 
employed. _ Great part of it was to be fent 
to Paris, to reward the paft, and purchafe 
new fervices of feveral members of the af- 
fembly .and of the Jacobin clubs, to pay . 
lawyers, writers of pamphlets, and journal- 
ifts, to defray the expence of printing pla- 
cards, &c. 

The third contained a great number of 
original letters, addrefied to Raimond by 
his correfpondents of St. Domingo, and 
notes of his anfwers. One of the letters 
announced, that. nearly a million had 
been fent to Paris, “en attendant mieux.” 
And it appeared, by one of his letters, that 
Briffot had been entrufted with the fum of 
300,000 livres ; Condorcet with 150,000; 
the Abbé Gregoire 80,000; and Petion 

60,000; 
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60,000: but Robefpierre would accept of 
nomoney, either for the purpofe of diftri- 
bution or gratification, although he ferved 
the caufe with equal zeal. 

The lady had not had time to read 
more; but this was fufficient to augment 
my eagernefs to have the correfpondence 
in my own hands; and I afked the cheva- 
lier if it would be poffible to procure me 
thefe. papers for eight days, upon pretence 
that a perfon, who was writing a hiftory of 
the troubles in St. Domingo, defired to fee 
them. He faid he was fure the lady would 
be prevailed upon, by my fending her the 
fum of a hundred louis, which fhe had the 
moft prefling occafion for at that time. I 
was afraid that the giving fuch a fum would 
raife fufpicions in her mind detrimental to 
the fuccefs of the negociation ; I therefore 
defired the chevalier to let her know I 
would not give her fo much, but fince the 
was in temporary difficulties, [ would ven- 
ture to /end her a thoufand crowns, which 
fhould be put into her hand at the fame 


time*that fhe delivered up the papers to the 
perfon 
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perfon I fhould fend to examine and receive 
them. She eagerly accepted my offer, and 
fent me word, that the hoped the affair 
would be concluded by the end of the 
week. I had alfo promifed a thoufand li- 
vres to the chevalier de Langle if he fuc- 
ceeded in his negociation ; and he had al- 
ready received part of it. Unluckily, be- 
fore the lady could find an opportunity of 
taking the papers out of Raimond’s clofet, 
he fet off for Auteuil, in the intention of 
pafling the fummer there. She flattered 
herfelf that fhe fhould perfuade him to re- 
turn, and have it in her power to fulfil our 
agreement ; and the chevalier, to whom I 
had by this time paid up the whole fum, 
kept me in the fame hopes: but the cataf- 
trophe of the 1oth of Auguft prevented 
their being ever realized, 

It is impoflible to defcribe the chagrin I 
felt at the unlucky iffue of a fcheme, the 
fuccefs of which might have been of fo 
much confequence to the king, in the un- 
happy fituation he then was. 


Two 
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Two days after the difmiffion of Rolland, 
Claviere, and Servan, Dumourier perceived 
that their friends attributed the difgrace of 
thefe three minifters entirely to him ; that 
this idea alienated the majority of the af- 
fembly from him and from the Jacobins; 
he therefore determined to facrifice every 
appearance of confiftency, and all confider- 
ation for the feelings of his fovereign, in 
order to regain his popularity. He muft 
have been very fenfible that the king never 
would fanétion the decrees refpe&ting the 
camp and the priefts, particularly that 
which regarded the latter; and valthough, 
fo far from combating his majefty’s repug- 
nance, he had fupported him in it, and in- 
{tigated the difmiffion of the three minifters 
who were for pafling thofe decrees, he now 
had the bafenefs and effrontery to propofe 
to his majefty either.to fanction thefe very 
decrees, or receive his refignation. He 
added, that from the bad effet which the 
difmiffion of the minifters had produced, 
his fervices would be more prejudicial than 


ufeful, if thefe decrees were not pafled. It 
was 
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was in vain that his majefty remonftrated 
again{ft this unbecoming condu&. Du- 
mourier perfifted, and his refignation was 
accepted, 

I received a letter from the king on this 
occafion, in which he fays, 

“ Only conceive the ftrange inconfiftency 
of this man; after having perfuaded me 
to difmifs thofe three minifters, becaufe 
they infifted on my fan@tioning the decrees, 
he now abandons me for perfifting in the 
meafure which 4e himfelf urged.” 

This obfervation was certainly very juft : 
but it is {till more inconceivable, that in 
{pite of the notoriety of the above faéts, Du- 
mourier has had the aflurance to advance; 
in his Memoirs, that at the time of the dif. 
miffion of the three minifters, the king had 
folemnly promifed to him to fanGion the 
decree ; and that he had given in his re- 
fignation for no other reafon but becaufe. 
the king changed ‘his mind two days after, 
and refufed to fulfil his promife. 

It may feem extraordinary that a man, 
who is fo unfaithful in relating what is 

paft, 
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paft, fhould have come near to truth in 
indicating what was tocome. Of this there 
is an inftance in a letter which he wrote to 
M. de Larofiere, dated 16th December 
1789. I copied the following extrad from » 
the original, and now give it asa curiofity 
to the public: 


** Cherbourg, Dec. 178g. 


Se 2 Se Se ee ee Se) 


*¢ Your fon-in-law told me of your ad- 
venture at Rennes. As I have always: 
found you more of an ariftocrate than my- 
felf, but particularly in our laft converfa- 
tion with M. de Montmorin, I was appre- 
henfive for your fafety in the prefent cir- 
cumftances, but am glad to hear that you 
have fo happily extricated yourfelf. 

_ Remain peaceably at your eftate till 

{pring ; then I fear you will have occafion 
to exert your military talents againft fo- 
reigners. Our liberty will be attacked by a 
coalition of kings, and the courtiers will 
form a light fquadron, prancing backwards 
and forwards between the parties. Itis then 

; that 
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that men like us, diftinguifhed for condué 
and talents, will become chi€fs of the na- 
tion, to defend its freedom. The king 
himfelf is with us, and will not abandon 
the good caufe. Every ftep we take in 
fupport of liberty will be confidered as 
legal. 

“ My old friend, never lofe fight of this, 
left. you be led aftray. The revolution is 
already accomplithed, by means, perhaps, 
reprehenfible, if we ftill adhere to the pre- 
judices which exifted two years ago: but 
now we are free, although, perhaps, at the 
expence of our repofe. Your children will 
be happier than you. Imprefs that idea 
on their minds. Render them proud of 
their liberty. Render them capable of fup- 
porting your reputation under more pro- 
pitious aufpices; for we were flaves, and 
enjoy, by-anticipation, their approaching 
happinefs and glory. 

“Thefe, my friend, are the new fenti- 
ments to which we muft adhere. Should: 
I find them to deaden in the breafts of my | 
countrymen, [ would be the firft to. revive 

6 them. 
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them, This patriotic enthufiafm is far 
from extinguifhing in me the mild fenfa- 
tions which form my felicity. Friendthip 
is the fentiment deareft to my heart; and 
under that revered title I falute you very 
cordially: My refpe&s to madame Laro- 
fiere. Affure your children that you have 
in mea fincere friend. 

DumourizR,” 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 


The real motive for the two decrees. —A fe- 
eretary of Condorcet’s pays a vifit to M. de 
Leffart in prifon, and informs him of the 
projects agreed upon in the fecret committee 
of the Facobins.—M. de Leffart writes an 
account of this to me.—Z fend his letter to 
the king.—Petitions againft one of the de- 
crees:—The attempt of the 20th of Fune.— 

_ Proclamation. —The good effect it produces: 
—Decree of the department fufpending 
Petion.—The king forced to pronounce on 
that decree, and to confirm it.—The af- 
JSembly repeals it.The king’s fatal fore- 
bodings.— An interefting converfation with 
him upon the event of the 20th of Fune.— 
Plan which I propofed to bis majefty.—His 
motives for not adopting it. 


I ALWAYS thought that the decrees con- 
cerning the priefts, and for the camp of 
20,000 men, were iflued in the hopes that 

2 ga 
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the king would refufe his fan@tion, and that 
this refufal would naturally lead to an in- 
furreGtion. The Gironde party flattered 
themfelves by this means to haften the exe-~ 
cution of their plan againft the king and 
the monarchy. A remarkable letter I re= 
ceived from M. de Lefiart, fome days before 
thofe déectees were iflued, and which I had 
communicated to the king, confirmed me 
in that opinion. It was in fubftance as 
follows: . 

“That a perfon, who had been under 
great obligations to M. de Leflart before 
the revolution, and who was then fecretary 
to Condorcet, pafling through Orleans, had 
gone to the prifon to vifit his benefactor, 
and had a converfation of two hours with 
him; that in the courfe of this converfa- 
tion, M. de Leffart having queftioned him 
concerning the projects of the Jacobins, the 
man, either from motives of gratitude, ot 
from the idea that he had nothing to fear 
from the indiferetion of a prifoner, whofe 
procefs would probably draw to a great 
length, immediately gave an account of all 

VOL. IL U he 
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he knew, on promife of fecrecy. This fecre- 
tary told him, that the prefent object of the. 
fecret committee of Jacobins was to form a: 
plan of infurredtion for attacking the Thuil- 
leries, of the fame kind with that of the 5th 
of Odober 1789, at Verfailles, with a view 
to puth the king to abdicate the crown, or te 
take flight; that in either of thefe cafes © 
they would name a ‘council of regency, 
compofed of the principal chiefs of the Ja~ 
cobins; that if the king efcaped this firft 
infurrection, without either abdicating or 
leaving the kingdom, it was their determi- 
nation to find fome pretext for exciting a 
frefh infurrection, with a view to terrify 
the national aflembly, and force them to 
pronounce his dechéance, and afterwards to 
pronounce the prince royal king, with a 
council of regency ; all which was to pave. 
the way to what was the great and ultimate 
obje& of the Gironde party, namely, to 
eftablifh a republic, which they thought the 
nation was not prepared for at the prefent 
moment, but were in hopes that it would 
gradually be brought to relifh that form of 

govern 
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government, and at laft be brought toadopt 
it without a ftruggle.” 

I communicated this letter to the king, 
and burnt it as foon as he returned it to me, 
according to M. de Leflart’s exprefs defire. 
His mezjefty wrote to me, in anfwer, “ that 
fuch might be the fcheme of the Jacobins : 
but all that he could do was to endeavour 
to evade their machinations, by remaining 
faithful to the conftitution *.” 

The opinion manifefted in the capital, 
upon the difmiffion of the three minifters, 
was calculated to put an end to all in- 
quietude refpedting the refufal of the 
fanction. A filence was maintained upon the 
decree againft the priefts, but two petitions 
were addrefled to the king and the aflem- 
bly, for the revocation of that for the camp 
of 20,000 men. ‘This decree had greatly 
alarmed the citizens, and was confidered by 

* At this time the leaders of the Gironde party had great 
influence with the Jacobins: but they abandoned that fo- 
ciety, on account of its violence, foon after. At the roth of 
“Auguft 1792, they intended the execution of this plan only, 
but they were forced into a republic, long before the time 


when they judged it would be expedient, by Danton, Robef- 
pierre, Collot d’Herbois, &c. me 
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the national guards as an infult on their’ 
fidelity and courage. One of thefe peti- 
tions was figned by twenty thoufand, the 
other by eight thoufand citizens, great. 
part of whom were connected with the 
national guards. The Jacobins were fen- 
fible how much this coalition might in- 
jure them, if they allowed it to become 
more formidable ; they therefore haftened 
to prevent its confequences, by immedi- 
ately bringing forward the plan alluded to 
in M. de Leflart’s letter, which was put 
in execution by the famous infurreCtion 
of the 2oth of June, in which the king 
owed his life to his prefence of mind and 
cool courage, the queen to the dignity 
of her manners and appearance, and ma- 
dame Elizabeth to the general refpeé&t due 
to her character, and the admiration ine 
fpired by the heroic manner in which fhe 
expofed her own life to fave the queen’s*. 

* When the mob filled the apartments of the Tinie, 
on the zoth of June, fome wretches infulted madame Eliza- 
beth, taking her for the queen. * Do not undeceive them,’ 


faid the generous princefs to her attendants 3. “ it will pre- 
vent them from attacking the queen.’”? 


The 
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The crimes of that horrible day are fo 
well known, that it is unneceflary to repeat 
them here. Hardly had the populace gone 
out of the palace, when thofe, even of the 
lowelt clafs, who had taken no part in the 
infurrection, broke out into invedtives 
againft the atthors of it, and admired the 
condu&t, courage, and moderation of thé 
king and the royual family. A proclama- 
tion, extremely well written, was next 
day publifhed. It was drawn up by M. | 
Terrier de Monciel, who had juft been 
named minifter of the home department, 
and it produced a very good effeé, not 
only in Paris, but in all the different de- 
partments, who fent addreffes to the king ; 
and the affembly demanding that the au- 
thors of the infurre€tion might be punifhed 
with the utmoft feverity. It was in thé 
Jacobin club they were to be found. The 
information received by the department of 
Paris left no doubt on that point. It evi- 
dently appeared that Petion the mayor, and 
Manuel procureur de la commune, both Ja- 
cobins, might eafily have prevented or dif- 

U 3 fipated 
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fipated this infurre@tion: but it was pretty 
univerfally believed that they had favoured 
it; and the whole of their conduct was 
judged fo reprehenfible, that in fpite of 
their great popularity the department fuf- 
pended them from their fundtions. This 
decifion produced a great effet in the ca- 
pital. The majority of citizens approved 
of it; the royalifts thought it too mode- 
rate; the Jacobins were enraged, and 
breathed vengeance. According to the 
conftitution, the decrees of the department 
could not be executed until they were con+ 
firmed by the king, and afterwards they 
were to be fubmitted to the legiflative body, 
who had authority to repeal or confirm 
them, whatever had been the king’s deci- 
fion. This decree, fufpending the mayor, 
was of courfe prefented to the king, who 
refufed to take any cognizance of it, giving 
for his motive, that as it regarded himfelf 
perfonally, he, as well as his council, 
might be fufpected of partiality, and there- 
fere he chofe to refer the decree to the 
prefident of the affembly; at the fame 


time 
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time informing him of his reafons for not 
pronouncing upon it, and declaring that he 
relied with confidence on the wifdom of 
the aflembly. The Jacobins, too artful to 
let flip fuch an opportunity of mortifying 
the king, and being now more indifferent 
with regard to the general indignation. 
which they had in a great meafure ap- 
peafed, prevailed on the affembly to de- 
clare that this condué of his majefty was 
unconftitutional, becaufe the conftitution 
had not pointed out any one cafe in which 
the decrees of the departments fhould 
not be decided upon by the king, before 
they fhould be fubmitted to the national 
aflembly. The decree, therefore, was car- 
ried to the king, who being thus forced 
to decide, immediately confirmed it: but 
two days after, this judgment was annulled 
by the aflembly, who repealed the decree 
of the department, reinftated Petion in his 
office, and thus re-eftablifhed with triumph — 
the power of the Jacobins, to the great 
{eandal of many who, though indignant, 


remained paflive for want of leaders. 
U 4 The 
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The fituation of the king and queen be- 
‘came daily more difficult and perilous ; 
the execution of the plan mentioned in M. 
de Leffart’s letter, was now purfued with 
equal fuccefs and activity. 
The king could no longer hope to fecure 
his fafety by means of force; for, befides 
that he was’ by character averfe to’ fuch 
meafures, he was deprived of every refource 
of that nature -by the difbanding of his 
guards, the union of the Swifs to the troops 
of the line, and by the emigration of the 
nobility. All that now remained for him, 
was to fly from the. capital ; but the con< 
fequences, ever to be deplored, of the jour- 
ney to Varennes, and the many mortifica- 
tions which attended that event, connected: 
every enterprife of that kind with reflec- 
tions fo bitter, that nothing could have in- 
duced him to liften to any plan. of efcape, 
but the moft pofitive affurances that the 
lives of his family were in danger, and that 
flight alone could fecure them from the 
poniards of aflaflins. I fay, the lives of 
his family, not his own; for ever fince the 
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day on which he was {topped at Varennes, 
the unhappy prince had been deeply im- 
preffed with the idea, that he would be af- 
faffinated ; that all attempts to elude his 
deftiny, would have no effect, but that of 
increafing the danger of his family and 
friends. Under this melancholy impref- 
fion, he waited for death with a refignation 
fo calmly heroic, that it might have beén 
miftaken for indifference about life. 

He frequently read the hiftory of Charles 
the Firft of England: his chief attention 
was to endeavour in every act to avoid 
whatever might ferve as a pretext for bring- 
ing him to a legal trial. 

The facrifice of his life feemed to coft 
him nothing. The honour of the nation 
was the fole objed@t of his thought. The 
idea of being publicly murdered, in the 
name of the people, fhocked him greatly. 
He withed rather to die by the hands of an 
aflaffin, that his murder might be confidered 
as the crime of a few individuals, and not 
a national aét. 
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In a converfation with this unhappy 
prince on the 21ft of June, I difcovered 
that his mind was deeply imprefled with 
the moft dreadful forebodings. 

To my congratulations on his having 
efcaped the dangers of the preceding day, 
his majefty anfwered : 

- & My uneafinefs was entirely on account 
of the queen and my fifter; for myfelf I 
had no folicitude.” 

“ But it feems to me,” faid I, “ that it 
was chiefly againft your majefty that the 
infurrection was directed.” 

“ T know it very well,”’- anfwered he; 
“ T faw that their intention was to aflaflinate 
me; and I can’t conceive why they did. 
not do it: but I fhall not efcape them 
another day; fo that I am not the more 
fortunate. It is much the fame whether I 
am murdered two months fooner or later. 

“ My God!” cried I, “ does your ma- 
jefty then really believe that you will be 
aflaffinated ?” | 

*“‘ T am convinced of it,” replied he, “I 
have long expected it; and I have made 


up 
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up my mind to it. Do you think I fear 
death ?” 

* No, certainly ; but I with to fee your 
majefty lefs convinced that you are near it, 
and more difpofed to adopt the vigorous 
meafures from which alone you can expect 
fafety.” 

‘There may be a poffibility of my efcap- 
ing; but ftill there are many chances 
againft it; and Iam not lucky. I might 
rifk another attempt if I were alone. Oh! 
if my wife and children were not with 
me, it would foon appear that I am not fo 
weak as is imagined; but what would be- 
come of them if the meafures you allude to 
fhould fail ?” 

“ But if your majefty fhould be affafi- 
nated, do you think that your family would 
be in greater fafety ?” 

“ Yes, I think they would. I hope fo, 
at leaft; and, if it fhould happen otherwite, 
I could not be reproached with being the 
caufe. But what do you think I can do?” 

J think,’ anfwered I, “ that your ma- 
jefty could now get out of Paris with lefs 

difficulty 
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difficulty than ever; becaufe the events of 
yefterday have made it too clear, that your’ 
life is not in fafety in the capital.” 

“Ob! 1 will not attempt tovefcape a fe= 
condetimne ; I fuffered too much on the laft 
oceafion.” ¥ 

“Tam of your majefty’s opinion,” re~ 
plied I, “that you ought notrto think of 
efcaping fecretly at prefent; but the ge-’ 
neral indignation which is’ raifed’ by the 
events of yefterday, offer; in my mindy 
a very favourable opportunity for - your! 
leaving Paris openly, and without oppofi- 
tion; not only with the confent of the 
great majority of the citizens, but even 
with their approbation, I beg that your 
majefty will give me leave to take this 
meafure into confideration, and afterwards 
to fubmit my ideas to you refpefting the 
mode of executing it.” 

“ You may do fo; but you meh find it 
more difficult than you imagine.’ 

One of the incidents of the 20th of nay 
which had given moft vexation to the 
king’s friends, was, that the red cap had re- 

mained 
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mained on his head for nearly three hours: 
{ took the liberty to beg of his majefty to 
explain a circumftance feemingly fo incon- 
fiftent with the cool intrepidity remarkable 
ian his condué on that day. His anfwer 
was as follows: 

_“ When the cry of vive la nation was 
redoubled with vehemence, and evidently 
addreffed to me, I loudly faid, that the na& 
tion had not a better friend than myfelf. 
Upon. which a fellow, of a fanguinary 
afpect, with a pike in his hand; and ev 
dently drunk, forced his way clofe to me 
through the crowd, and faid rudely enough, 
* If youare telling the ag prove it itd 
putting on the dounet rouge.’ 

“I confent,” anfwered I, “and ates 
the fellow, with one of his companions, 
advanced, and placed the cap on the top of 
my hair; for it was too {mall for my head. 

I imagined, I don’t know why, that their 
intention was merely to place the cap, and 
to withdraw it direGtly; I thought no 
more about it; indeed, | was too much 
_ iengroffed by the feenes around me, to think 

ik of 
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of the cap; and, after I had returned to 
my own apartment, when one of my at- 
tendants mentioned it, I was aftonifhed 
to find it on my head ; indeed, I am con- 
vinced J might have taken it off in the 
hall without any danger; but, I am alfo 
convinced, that if I had oppofed its being 
placed on my head, the man in liquor 
would have plunged his pike into my 
bowels.” 

M. le Marechal de Mouchy, and M. 
d’Hervilly, who were prefent, and faw all 
that paffed, have both related the fame cir- 
cumftances in the fame manner; from 
which it appears, that if the king could 
not prevent the infult of the ted cap being 
placed on his head, he cannot be accufed 
of allowing it to remain there fo long as it 
did through fear of taking it off 

On the 23d of June I fent his majefty a 
plan, of which I have preferved the fubfe- 
quent note: 

« Article Firft. To re-eftablith the confti- 
tutional guard, and inform the afflembly of it 
by a letter to the prefident, in which the king 

fhould, 
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fhould, at the fame time, give notice, that 
it was his intention to exclude all the officers 
and foldiers againft whom any ferious ac- 
cufation has been proved, defiring the af- 

fembly to fend him a lift of their names. 
“Second. To give orders, that the three 
thoufand Swifs, which were at Courbe- 
voye, fhall fet off in detachments, confiit- 
ing of five hundred men, and be placed in 
the principal villages upon the road to 
Fontainbleau, to attend the king’s paflage. 
“ Third. As foon as the guard is re- 
eftablifhed, which can be done in lefs than 
three days, as the officers and foldiers are 
all at Paris, a letter fhould be written to 
the national aflembly, importing, that the 
king’s health, and that of the royal family, 
requiring the country, air, his majefty in- 
tended to pafs a few days at Fontainbleau ; 
and that he would take neceflary meafures 
for preventing this journey from obftruct- 
ing the public bufine/s, That a letter to 
the fame effet fhould be written to the 
municipality, and both fent at the mo- 
‘ment when their majefties were ftepping 
into 
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into the carriage; fo that their intention 
might not be known till they had pafled the 
barriers. No perfon fhould be in their 
confidence before the inftant in which they 
fet off: that they fhould go in the fame 
‘carriage in which they ufually take their 
airing; and every preparation avoided 
which could pothibly raife fufpicion of a 
project to efcape. 

“Fourth. There fhould be only one car- 
riage, and the fame number of guards 
which ufually accompany the royal family: 
that orders fhould be given for three hun 
dred guards on horfeback, to meet the 
king, two miles from Paris, on the road to 
Fontainbleau, in order to overawe all who 
fhould thew any difpofition to hinder his 
majefty from continuing his journey: the 
reft of the conftitutional guards fhould be 
diftributed at the various pofts where the 
detachments of the Swifs guards had, ac- 
cording to the fecond article, been previ+ 
oufly placed. 
- “ Fifth. That an hour after the dea 
parture of the royal family, M. de la Porte, 


or 


PRIVATE MEMOIRS. 305" 


er any other perfon in the king’s confi- 
dence, fhould inform thofe domeftics which 
the king or queen choofe to attend them; 
to fet out feparately, and at convenient in- 
tervals, left too great'a number of carriages 
appearing at the fame time fhould excite 
the attention and inquietude of the people.” 
The king wrote, in anfwer, on the mar- 
gin of my plan; | 
** A departure fo precipitate without 
preparations, and before informing the af 
fembly, has too much the appearance of 
a flight. If I fhould not fet off till the 
affembly have received my letter, and de- 
liberated upon it, they would pafs to the 
order of the day ; and, in that interval, an 
infurreétion would be raifed to ftop me. 
Befides it will be almoft impoffible to exe- 
cute your plan without taking feveral per- 
fons into our confidence. The re-eftablith- 
ment of my guard would alfo, in all ap- 
pearance, meet with great oppofition,” 
Upon thefe obfervations, I fubmitted to 
the king another plan, or rather the form 
of ancther letter to the affembly ; by which 
VOL, II. x he 
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he fhould place them between the alterna~: 
tives of approving of his departure by a 
decree, or of rendering themfelves refpon- 
fible for every attempt which might be 
made againft his perfon. 

- This new letter was conceived in the 
following terms : 

“< M. Prefident, 

“The health of my family, as well:as 
my own, require that we leave Paris. | 
propofe going to Fontainbleau, and hall 
take the neceflary meafures to prevent 
the journey from retarding public bufi- 
nefs. Neverthelefs, if the affembly is of 
‘opinion that I ought not, in the prefent 
emergency, to go far from Paris, I can de- 
fer my departure for a few days. 

‘TI beg you will tranfmit to me the opi- 
nion of the aflembly on this fubje@. I de- 
fire alfo, that you may inform them, that I 
am occupied with the new formation of 
my conftitutional guard. | 
_ “IT defire that the.affembly may fend me 
the names of the officers or foldiers againft 
whom there exifts any ferious accufation, 


fup- 
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fupported by proof, that they may be left 
out of the new eftablifhment.” 

At the fame time that I fent this new 
plan, I remarked to his majefty, that the. 
affembly could not avoid deliberating upow 
his letter ; and, thatifthey approved of his: 
majefty’s departure, he had no obftacle to 
apprehend; but if, on the contrary, they 
fhould declare that his prefence was necef- 
fary at Paris, they could not difpenfe with 
ufing every poflible precaution for the fe- 
curity of his perfon, that they might not 
give juft ground for beitg accufed of hav- 
ing detained the king for no other reafon 
than in order to have him aflaflinated. 

The king rejected. this fecond plan, a3 
the following marginal note: 

“ Tt is undoubtedly neceflary to prcvide 
for our fafety ; but even that muft be done 
with dignity. I find none in the new plan 
you propofe *.” 


«¢ Tl faut fans doute s’occuper de Ja fureté; mais fans 
oublier la dignité; et je n’en trouve pas dans le nouveau parti 
que vous propofez.” 


x2 This 
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This anfwer was in a ftyle that I never . 
fhould have expected from the king: P 
fufpected its being dictated by the queen ; 
and was confirmed in my opinion next’ 
day on receiving a letter from her, con- 
ceived in nearly the fame terms. 

That unfortunate princefs, although 
overwhelmed with misfortunes, allowed 
herfelf to be deluded by the hopes, that 
the king’s affairs would, of themfelves, 
take a favourable turn: fhe entertained that 
idea to the laft. To this fecurity, or fatal 
want of forefight, we muft attribute her 
repugnance to the only meafures that now 
remained to fave the king and herfelf from 
the impending danger. 
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“CHAP. XXVIII 


Reprefentations made to the king upon the ne» 
ceffity of adopting a plan, and adhering to 
it.—The hing approves of the propofal of 
concerting with M. Montmorin and M. 
Malouet, ref[pecting bis fituation—His ma- 
jefty’s fentiments of M. Malouet.—Plan 
for gaining the tribunes of the affembly.— 
Rejeéted by the king, but executed without 
“bis knowledge.—Ffle difcovers this, and or- 
ders its fufpenfion.—General plan of con- 
duct propofed to bis marehy- —M. de la 
Fayette. 


g was far from thinking that the faint re- 

mains of royal dignity could be wound- 

ed by the plan I propofed to the king, and 
I attributed his anfwer lefs to any idea of his 
own of that nature, than to the ufual inde- 
cifion of his charaéter, and to the influ- 
ence of the queen. To this may be added, 
Bie) the 
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the illufion in which he was kept by thofe 

around him, refpecting the attachment of 

the Parifians to his perfon, and the loyalty 

of the national guards, both which were 

reprefented as much greater than they were 

in reality. Indeed I had long been averle 
from expofing the dangers that furrounded 

‘him to their full extent, from a fear of dif- 
couraging him too much. I now thought 
it incumbent on me, however, to reprefent, 
in a letter, that his fituation had become fo 
critical, that I durft no longer take on me 

to advife him, without the affiftance of 
other counfellors, in whofe prudence and 

attachment he placed confidence; that it 

appeared abfolutely neceflary that fome 

plan of condué fhould be formed, adapted 

to the prefent circumftances, and ftridlly. 

adhered to, which would prevent his being 

left to the mercy of events, without the 

power of refiftance, or any preparation to 

meet them ; that if his majefty had already 

adopted any plan, and would condefcend 

to communicate it to me, I would lay it be- 

fore M. Montmorin and M, Malouet ; that 

een after 
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after deliberating on it with them, I would 
tran{mit the refult to his majefty, who would 
reject or adopt it as his wifdom directed. I 
informed the king, at the fame time, that 
Buob, the juftice of the peace, was clearly of 
opinion that nothing was more urgent than 
to fecure a majority in the galleries of the 
aflembly, by placing a fufficient number of 
hired people to overbalance the emiflaries 
fent there by the Jacobins. 

The king wrote the following notes in 
the margin of my letter: 

aft. “I feel the neceffity of a plan, a 
though it appears to me impoflible to avoid 
deviating fometimes from any plan what- 
ever. Send me one.” . | 

adly. ‘The fcheme of gaining the tri- 
bunes would be a good one, if it were prac- 
ticable: but we muft renounce it. Du- 
ring the firft aflembly, the fame attempt 
coft the civil lift more than three millions, 
and the tribunes were conftantly againft me 
notwithftanding.” 

gdly. “ Lapprove of your taking the “6 
vice of Mefirs. Montmorin and Malouet, 

A. refpecting 
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refpecting your plan, and every other im 
portant matter Fou may judge proper to 
propofe to me.’ 

The king efteemed M. Malouet, ai 
relied on his attachment. He had filled 
with honour the places of intendant of the 
colonies and of the marine, and yas equally 
diftinguifhed in the aflembly for his’ ufder- 
ftanding, courage, and probity. His opi- 
nions, though generally very juft, were 
feldom adopted, becaufe he belonged to no 
party; and of courfe all parties were ufu- 
ally againft him. The Cété Droit could not 
forgive him, becaufe he withed to have a 
reprefentative government; while he en- 
raged the Cote Gauche by his unalterable 
zeal in fupporting royalty. 

I do not fay that at the firft period of the 
revolution, when people’s minds were heated 
by new fyftems, that M. Malouet conftantly 
oppofed the ideas fo univerfally adopted in 
favour of liberty, anew conftitution, and 
of a confiderable degree of reformation ; he 
had perhaps too high a notion of the advan- 

tages of giving France a new conttitution, 
gr and 
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and a greater degree of freedom. Perhaps 
he imputed to the government certain atts: 
of defpotifm, which entirely proceeded 
from the imperious character of certain mi- 
nifters. He may, in common with the 
beft men, have fallen into miftakes: but it 
mutt be acknowledged that his intentions 
were always pure; and that he was the 
firft to forefee and announce the horrible: 
confequences to be dreaded from the revo- 
lution; that none defended, with more in-. 
trepidity, the rights and prerogatives of 
the king, to whom he gave proofs of zeal 
and attachment to the very laft. In fhort, 
he is the only one who, after the confti-’ 
tution was accepted, had the courage to. 
afcend the tribune, and make a formal pro-- 
tet againft it. | 
M. de la Porte, to whom I communicated” 
the {cheme of gaining the tribunes, aflured’ 
me that the king’s ftatement was pretty ex- 
act; for that in the fpace of eight or nine 
months more than 2,500,000 livres had 
been expended for that obje&, but without. 
attaining it. In fact, the perfons entrufted - 
6 ; with 
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with that bufinefs were fufpected of having 
turned the greateft part of the money to 
their own profit ; and as it was impoffible’ 
to guard again{ft impofition in an affair of 
that nature, the king had determined to re- 
nounce fuch fchemes altogether. 

Although, of the two chief undertakers 
for gaining the tribunes, one made a pur- 
chafe, at. that time, of land tothe value of 
1,200,000, and the other, of land to the va- 
lue of 700,000 livres, I will not affirm that 
thofe purchafes were made with the money 
of the civil lift: but I do affert, that it is 
not in their power to clear themfelves of 
that fufpicion, but by acknowledging and 
proving that they were guilty of adegree of 
negligence almoft as culpable. . 

During my own adminiftration, I knew, 
by experience, that the applaufe of the tri- 
bunes could be fecured at no great-ex= 
pence. It was on the day on which I 
was to give my final anfwer, before the 
aflembly, to the denunciations which had 
been made againft me. I had been in- 
formed, two days before, that the fecret. 

5 . com 
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committee of Jacobins had agreed to re- 
inforce the number of their emiflaries in the 
tribunes, on purpofe to hifs me. This in- 
formation was communicated by one of the 
vaingueurs dela Baftille, as they were called, 
Thad rendered a great fervice to this man be- 
fore the revolution, and he was entirely de- 
voted to me ever after. He had great infl u- 
ence in the Fauxbourg St. Antoine, and en- 
gaged to find, amongft the workmen of that 
‘quarter, two hundred robuft hardy fellows 
who might be depended upon, and to bring 
them to the afiembly, on the day appoint- 
ed, before the doors were opened, that they 
might fecure places in the galleries. They 
were directed to hifs or applaud according 
to certain fignals from their leaders. This 
- manceuvre had all the fuccefs I could defire. 
The difcourfe I pronounced was frequently 
interrupted by the avplaufe of the tribunes, 
which continued for a long time after I had 
done fpeaking. The Jacobins were con- 
founded, and could not comprehend the 
meaning of it. Iwas flill in the affembly 
with the other minifters, who had all paid 
me 
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me the compliment of accompanying meé 
on that occafion ; when the Abbé Fauchet 
defired permiffion to fpeak upon a matter 
which he declared was of great import- 
ance. 

“A letter has this inftant been delivered 
to me,” faid he, “ informing me, that 4 
great portion of the citizens have been hired 
to applaud the minifter of marine.” 

But the abbé’s eftablifhed reputation for 
impudence and falfehood made his accufa- 
tion appear ridiculous, efpecially as it was 
not unufual for the fpeeches which I made 
in the aflembly to be applauded by the 
people in the galleries; for I had been al- 
ways careful to feafon them with certain 
words and phrafes which, without regard- 
ing their import, the people never failed to 
applaud, when they were peace: with 
fufficient emphatis. 

Hardly had the Abbé Fauehet finifhed 
his fpeech, than it was ftifled by a general 
murmur of the aflembly, and the hifles of 
the tribunes, who had received a fignal for 
that purpofe.. 

This 
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This victory over the Jacobins. coft ine 
nothing, becaufe my champions, from ats 
tachment to their chief, would receive no- 
thing from him but a glafs of brandy, 

I gave the king an account of this, in 
anfwer to his majefty’s laft notes; and I 
fent him a plan that Buob had remitted to 
me, for gaining the tribunes, by which the 
expence would only have amounted to 
800 livres a day. It was as follows: 

To fill the two firft rows of the galleries 
with 262 perfons, whofe pay was to be as 
follows: . 

tft. For a chief, oho alone was in the 
fecret, 50 livres a day. , 

adly. An under-chief, chofen by. the firft, 
25 livres a day. 

3dly. Ten adjutants, at ro livres a day, 
to be chofen by the chief, but having. no 
acquaintance with each other. Each of 
thefe were ordered to hire twenty-five men, 
and to bring them every day to the af- 
fembly. 

4thly. Two hundred and fifty men, at 
59 fols a day. 

The 
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The chief was to be placed in the middle 
of the front of one gallery, and the under- 
chief to take his place in the fame part of 
the other ; the chiefs only to be known to 
the five adjutants who were placed in each 
gallery. The under-chief was to receive 
orders by 4 fignal from his fuperior, which 
could be’ underftood by him only ; who, 
by a fecond fignal, conveyed the order to 
the adjutants, who, on their part, by a fignal, 
communicated it to the twenty-five meneach 
adjutant had under him. This manoeuvre 
was always performed in both galleries at 
the fame inftant. The ten adjutants, and all 
underthem, were to be engaged in the name 
of Petion, and on pretence of fupporting the 
conftitution againft ariftocrates and repub- 
licans. A gentleman, in the king’s confi- 
dence, was-to communicate with an officer 
‘of the difbanded guards, devoted to his 
majefty, furnifhing him, at the fame time, 
with money and inftruGtions for the con- 
duct of the tribunes. This officer-was to 
deliver the fame to aman in-whom he had 
confidence, who was the engager of the 

7 chief, 
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chief, who, on receiving the money and 
inftruCtions, was to dire& the whole as 
above mentioned. 

By means of thofe precautions, the en- 
tire difeovery of the plan was next to im- 
poffible; becaufe, although one of the 
agents had revealed all he knew, yet, by 
making another agent difappear, the chain 
of difcovery would have been entirely 


~ broken. 


In order to guard againft impofition as 
much as poffible, Buob propofed to fend 
five men every day to cach tribune, as ob- 
fervers of what paffed, with orders to en= 
deavour to calculate nearly the number of 
thofe who applauded or who hifled, and 
bring him -an account of it. 

The king fent back the whole of this 
plan tome, without approving it: but when 
J informed Buob, who was, of all the men 
J ever knew, the moft headftrong and un- 
manageable, he faid, with paflion, 

“ The king may think of this plan what 
he pleafes, but I am certain that nothing 
but this, or a fcheme of the fame nature, 

can 
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can fave him and-his family. . I will there- 
fore take it on me to fave them at every 
rifk; and if I fhould never be paid by the 

civil lift, I will do without it.” 
_ Accordingly he made the trial fora week, 
and the confequence was as follows: The 
firft and fecond day the chiefs were con- 
tented to prevent both hiffing and applaud- 
ing. The fignals they gave for preferving 
filence were always under the pretence of 
wifhing to hear the fpeakers more diftinaly. 
This alone was an effential point gained, 
The third day they began to applaud the 
conftitutional orators with moderation, and 
continued to prevent their opponents from 
being applauded, On the fourth day they 
obferved the fame plan; only the applaufe 
of the conftitutional fpeeches was more 
animated. ‘The aflembly were at a lofs to 
comprehend the meaning of all this. The 
members looked frequently with aftonifh- 
ment to the tribunes; but feeing them filled 
with people of the ufual appearance, they 
imputed the applaufe to fome miftake, and 
took no farther notice, The fifth day the 
. fame 
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fame applaufes, were redoubled, and they 
began to hifs faintly anti-conftitutional mo- 
tions and, opinions. ,The affembly was a 
little difconcerted: but one, of the sadju- 
tants, being queftioned bya deputy, an- 
{fwered, that he was for the conftitution and 
for Petion. » They were confirmed in.,the 
notion of the audience: being under.a mif- 
take. The fixth day, the hiffes ,and, ap- 
plaufes: being continued in the fame’ ftyle, 
but) with much greater violence, |;the: af- 
fembly took offence. _A motion was'made 
again{ft the, tribunes, which they.repelled 
swith clamour, abufiye language, and threats. 
“Some of the peopleiin pay carried their. au- 
-dacity fo far as to raife their flicks, inva 
menacing. manner, again{t .the. deputies 
‘neareft, them, exclaiming, that. the aflem- 
bly was a band of villains who. deferved to 
be deftroyed. r1avOUNbieAd > 

The. prefident, , being, said afraid 
that the whole of the audience might 
adopt the fame opinion, broke up, the 
_affembly..... 


a op cae ee In 
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In going out of the hall, feveral of the 
deputies, addrefling fome of the moft active 
agents, were affured that they had been en-~ 
gaged in the name of Petion. Thofe de- 
puties immediately carried their complaint 


to him, convinced that he had been de-. 


ceived ; that he would difapprove the con- 
du@t of his agents, and difmifs them. 

Petion, who had not before heard what 
pafled in the aflembly, fwore, with great 
truth, that he had no hand in the matter ; 
and that he had not, for a long time, em- 
ployed any perfon in the tribunes; adding, 
that it muft be fome manceuvre of his ene+ 
wnites/and that he would neglect no meats of 
nit the authors: sptatpae Se ba re- 
in the Fauxbourg St. Ineroini, and had 
queftioned a number of workmen, without 
making any dilcovery. 

The king took notice of the remarkable 
change which had taken place in the tri- 
bunes, and foon gueffed’ the caufe. He 
wrote to me, that he faw they had been 
gained, but that. the expedient had been 

carried 
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earried too far; that it fhould be referved 
fora more urgent occafion ; and that he 
would let me know when he wifhed fuch 
means fhould be employed; meanwhile, 
that I muft give Buob pofitive orders to 
difband his troops. | 

I have often thought that it would have 
been wifer to have adhered to the plan of 
merely filencing the tribuneés, as it was by 
means of their clamour and applaufe that 
the aflembly pafled the moft violent de- 
crees: but Buob was anxious, above every 
thing, to convince the king, that by paying 
‘the tribunes, it would be poffible to go any 
’ dengths againft the Jacobins. If this obje& 
could have been attained at this defperate 
moment, when the force of the govern- 
ment was greatly weakened, and when 
there remained only one crime more to be 
committed, in order to overfet the mo- 
narchy, it is probable that had Buob’s 
plan been adopted during the firft affembly, 
before the intemperate heat of the Jacobins 


had mifled, and even enflaved, the public 
Yar mind, 
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mind, the government might have been 
maintained, 

After feveral conferences with Meflrs. 
‘Montmorin .and Malouet, refpeGing the 
«plan which the king had demanded of-us, 
we propofed to him what follows : 

“ rft. To prepare, without lofs of time, 
the - ye-eftablifhment' of the conftitutional 
guard. 4 
“ edly. To defer,as long as. poflible, 
the execution of the decree fuppreffing the 
Swifs guard, on purpofeto unite them with 
the troops of the line. 

“ 3dly. To let no opportunity oe of 
publifhing proclamations, the beft calcu- 
lated for enlightening the people refpeCing 
the manceuvres and {nares of the Jacobins, 
and for keeping the Parifians in the favour- 
able difpofition produced by the infurrec- 
tion of the 20th of June; alfo to write let 
ters, with the fame view, to the aflembly, as 
often as any plaufible pretext fhould occur, 

“ athly. To endeavour to find the means — 
of withdrawing from. Paris in the fafeft 
way poflible. — 

*¢ sthly. 
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* sthly. Not to divide his confidence ; 
that is to fay, not to confult feparately 
people of different notions and principles, 
who, having no communication with each 
other, would only embarrafs him, or lead 
him into contradictory meafures, which 
would end in ruin.” 

The king did not return the above plan 
for two. days after receiving it. The fub- 
fequent anfwer was written in the margin 
when it came to me. ) 

‘I cannot but approve of your plan, 
and have only to obje& to the difficulty I 
forefee in its execution. Mention circum- 

‘ftantially in your next how the firft and 
"fourth articles are to be accomplifhed,” 

‘I had already reflected on thofe means 
which we had difcuffed in our committee ; 
but it was unneceflary to inform the king 
of them until we knew whether or not our 
plan would be agreeable to him. 

The part which M. de la Fayette acted 
at the commencement of the revolution, 
was too remarkable for permitting his con- 
duct at a later period to be pafled over in 

ee | filence. 
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filence. This conftitutional general, whofe 
head was not a little turned by the Ameri- 
¢an revolution, and by extravagant fenti- 
ments of liberty, had unqueftionably been 
one of the principal inftigators of the 
French revolution ; of which he expected 
to become the Wafhington, His friends 
thought him in reality capable of being fo ; 
but he has fince fufficiently proved, that 
whatever refemblance there might be in 
their drefs or appearance, there was a pro+ 
digious difference in their abilities. 

But juftice and truth compel me to ac- 
knowledge, that from the end of March 
1792, M. de la Fayette’s eyes feemed to 
have become open to his paft errors: (his 
prefent fituation, and the misfortunes of his 
family forbid any harfher expreffion :) the 
dreadful progrefs of the revolution alarmed 
him; and he feemed fincerely refolved to 
try every means to fave the king. 

Although he did not poffefs all the firm- 
nefs requifite for fuch an attempt, perhaps 
he would have fucceeded, had it not been 
for the extreme relu€tance of their majefties 

at to 
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to every vigorous meafure, and their un- 
willingnefs to owe fuch an important fer- 
vice to a man whom they had fo long con- 
fidered as their enemy. 
One day, about the beginning of June, 
I met with M. de Lally Tolendal, recently 
arrived from England, at M. de Montmo- 
tin’s; he afked me to go with him into the 
garden, where he {poke to me as fol- 
lows: 
‘“* Sir, though I am no longer a French 
— but a Britith fubje&t, I will retain to my 
lateft breath, the warmeft attachment to the 
perfon, refpe& for the virtues, and grati- 
tude for the favours of Lewis XVL. 
© Tf ever the day fhould arrive in which © 
I fhall be inftrumental to his fafety, I will 
efteem it the happieft of my life. I am here 
for that purpofe only, and we are not to- 
tally devoid of hope. I fay we, becaufe I 
am united with M. de Clermont Tonnerre, 
and other friends, devoted entirely to the 
king, to royalty, and to liberty. A plan 
for his complete reftoration on thefe 
¥ 4 grounds, 
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grounds, has been the refult of all our de~ 
liberations. We have communicated our 
plan to M. Malouet. He has advifed me 
to make you acquainted with it, as you 
poffefs the king’s confidence; and I have 
called you afide for that purpofe.” 

After this introdution, M. de Lally af- 
fured me that the bafis of the plan formed 
by himfelf and his affociates, was to fet. 
the king at full liberty; to crufh the Jaco- 
bins; to render his majefty the mediator 
between France and Europe, between the 
French and the French; then to proceed 
to reform the conftitution itfelf; to bound 
the popular power by the means of the 
people themfelves; and to enfure ‘to 
Lewis XVI. the confolation: which his 
heart fo much panted after, that of uniting, 
like Trajan, the liberty of the. people with 
the prerogative of the prince. 

“ All this is very fine indeed,” ‘fai ly 
“ but for the execution of the firft ftep, the 
king’s deliverance, what means have you?” 


eae et 
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-» La Fayette, with his national guards,” 
replied he, “or with his army, or with 
both.” | ' 

“La Fayette! La Fayette!’ cried. I; 
“and is it poflible you can depend on fucha 
man after all we have feen of this ‘con- 
duct ?” © | 

“The queftion no longer is what M. de 
la Fayette did three years ago,” faid he, 
“but what he can and is willing to'do 
now. Is it not poffible for the fame man 
to be inflamed with a love of liberty, fo as 
to be led aftray, and afterwards ardently 
endeavour to crufh that unbounded and cri- 
minal licence, which he at length perceives 
to be dangerous to true freedom? At this 
moment La Fayette is purfuing his romance. 
He has juft now begun to be a believer in 
the rights of royalty, becaufe he conceives it 
to be now adopted, fettled, and confolidated 
by the choice and the oaths of the people. 
But if royalty is as facred to him by its 
recent, as it is to us by its ancient titles ; 
if he remains as ftri@tly bound to the mo- 

6 narchy, 
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narchy, becaufe it is in the conftitution, as 
we are, becaufe it is in our hearts and our 
reafon, of what importance is this difference 
to us, fince he proceeds with us to the fame 
end? It is his a€tions, not his motives, we 
ftand in need of,” 

Though by no means convinced by this 
reafoning, I could not refufe to tran{fmit it 
to the king, with a long memorial which 
M. Malouet gave me on the part of M. de 
Lally. | 

Some days after, Mz de la Fayette wrote 
from the army his famous letter of the 
16th of June, addrefled to the affembly 
againft the Jacobins, and demanding the 
fuppreflion of their meetings. This letter 
was greatly applauded by the majority of 
the aflembly and the tribunes ; but it irri- 
tated the Jacobins to fuch a degree, that to ! 
prove that they were not intimidated by 
his attack, they excited the infurreGtion of 
the 20th of June. The horrible circum- 
ftances of that day filled the army with in- 
dignation, and encouraged M. de la Fayette 

to 
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to appear at the bar of the affembly on the 
28th of the fame month. In the name of 
all the officers and foldiers of his army, he 
demanded the punifhment of the authors 
and accomplices of the crimes and excefles 
committed on the 20th. 

When the king heard, on the morning 
of the 28th, that M. de la Fayette was ar-: 
rived from the army, and of the demand he 
was to make at the bar of the afflembly, his 
expeCations were very high refpecting the 
fuccefs of that meafure: but they were not 
of long duration; for, although the dif- 
courfe, pronounced by the general, was as 
ftrong as the circumftances exacted, and 
was heard with applaufe by the audience; 
and although he was invited to the honours 
of the feance; yet {carcely had he taken 
his feat, when his conduct was violently 
attacked by feveral deputies, particularly 
by Vergniaud and Guadet. 

They reproached him for having quitted 
his poft without leave, and for attempting 
to intimidate the aflembly in the name of 

? the 
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the'army ; for both of which, they aflerted, 
he well ‘deferved to have a decree of accu- 
{ation pronounced againft him. . During 
thofe declamations, which were alfo’ ap- 
plauded by the tribunes, M. de la Fayette 
remained filent and paflive ; and thus per- 
thitted all the favourable effet produced 
by’ the bold ftep he had taken to be fo 
completely annihilated, that he thought the 
beft thing he could do, was to make his 
efcape from Paris that very night, and to 
join the army. 

- M. de la Fayette’s appearance at the 
bar would, in all probability, have had a 
very different iffue, if, previous to his ar- 
rival, his friends at Paris had prepared 
thofe of the national guards, who were at- 
tached to him, for his coming; if they 
had made him be accompanied to the af- 
fembly by a part of thofe guards, and had 
filled the tribunes with the reft; and if, 
being thus fupported, M. de la Fayette, at 
the very firft fentence of Guadet’s fpeech, 
— called him to order, and addreffed' the 

prefident 
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prsfigenti in fome fuss terms as the follow- 
ing + 

+ That member, fir, forgets that i foals 
hete, in the name of-ai army, faithful to 
the conftitution, and. ready to fhed. their 
blood, infighting againft its domeftic; as 
well as, i its foreign enemies; and. that, on 
the. petition’ of this army,-of which:I am 
the bearer, it is the.inftant bufinefs-of the 
aflembly to deliberate; more.efpecially ag 
I,was obliged, by my foldiers, when: L left 
them, to promife to difpatch a courier to 
inform them of. the decifion. of the: affem- ' 
bly at the end of this, very feance; and 
muft not diflemble, that if your decifion is 
not conformable to the .conftitutional de« 
mand which I have, now .exprefled.in, thein 
name, ‘i BAPE Ah anfwer,, for .the -confex 
quences.” | en eee 

_M. de Ia Fayette, aeaae erga not to 
have been quite difcouraged by the ill Luce 
_ cefs of his embaffy,; for, on, the: roth-of 
July, M. de Lally. came) again :to..me} 
with an. air, of triumph; ; andj putting a 
paper into my hands, he faid, “ Read 

r2 what 
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what I am authorifed to tranfmit to the 
king, and remain afterwards incredu- 
lous if you can.” It was a long letter 
written by M. de la Fayette from his army ; 
in which he drew a plan (ready, as he 
faid, for execution) to open the way to the 
king through his enemies, and to eftablith 
him in fafety either at Compieigne, or in 
the north part of France, furrounded by 
his conftitutional guards, and by his faith< 
ful army. All this was to be done confti< 
tutionally. 

_ Itranfmitted this letter to the king, who, 
notwithftanding that his diftruft of M. de 
la Fayette was confiderably abated, could 
never believe that he had it in his power 
to accomplifh the reftoration of the mo< 
narchy, like another Monk ; and, befides, 
he deemed the plan now propofed but 
feebly calculated for that purpofe. His 
majefty, therefore, fent me an obliging, but 
a negative ahfwer, to deliver to M. de 
Lally, to be by him tranfmitted to M. de la 
Fayette. It was in thefe words : 


“ Let 
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* Let him know that I am fenfible of his 
attachment in propofing to incur fo much 
danger; butit would be imprudent to put 
fo many fprings in motion at once. The 
beft way he can ferve me is to continue to 
make himfelf a terror to the factious, by 
ably performing his duty as a general.” 


536 PRIVATE MEMOIRS, 


CHAP. XXIX. | 


A del eign formed by ise oa rf pera 
the queen.—Prevented.—One of my letters 
to the. queen taken from, my table. by a 
journalift. —The arrival of the Mar- 
feillois at Paris.—Meafures propofed to 
the king on that occafion. —A club cfta= 
blifbed under the name of National Club.— 
Lientaut’s troop.— Mayor of Etampes. 


Sooo his majefty’s ap- 
probation of the plan prefented to 
him from Mefirs. de Montmorin, Malouet, 
and myfelf, there was no certainty of its full 
execution; becaufe the king and queen 
never could retain a full confidence in any 
man or fet of men, they were apt to give a 
certain weight to the opinion of others, 
however oppofite. ‘The confequence was, 
that in the different projects of létters and 
proclamations, as well as in the meafures 
we propofed, the king adopted fome part, 

but 
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but added others, which often deftroyed the 
effect of the whole. ; 

Thus, in fpite of all our efforts, new 
errors daily augmented the dangers which 
threatened the king and monarchy. We 
difregarded thofe which were perfonal, 
however imminent: our thoughts and 
wifhes were wholly engroffed by the defire 
of faving that auguft and unfortunate fa- 
mily, who were too much abandoned ; 
and it required all the zeal and attachment 
which animated us, not to be difcouraged 
by the continual obftacles which the king’s 
indecifion oppofed to the fuccefs of our 
meaf{ures. | 

Towards the end of June, or in the be- 
ginning of July, a man whom I did not 
know, whofe name was Grammont Carton, 
and, by his own account, an officer in the 
Etat Major of the army, came to my houfe 
betwixt eight and nine o'clock at night; 
and told me, that he had a fecret of the 
utmoft importance to communicate, and 
which concerned the life of the queen ; 
but, as I was not acquainted with him, he 

VOL. II. Z deGred, 
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defired, that, previous to his explaining 
himfelf, I fhould confult her majefty, to 
whom, he faid, he had been perfonally 
known ever fince the 6th of October 1789. 
- T wrote next day to the queen, informing 
her of this converfation; but fupprefling 
what related to herfelf, and defiring to know 
whether this Grammont Carton was a 
perfon to whom I might liften with con- 
fidence ; and, to fave her trouble, I begged 
her majefty would return my letter, with 
a {imple affirmative, or negative, for anfwer. 

The fame day, about twelve o'clock, my 
fetter was returned, with the following ver- 
bal anfwer from the queen : 

“ Yes, but with caution.” 

Having laid my letter, which had been 
thus returned, upon the table, I continued 
' to converfe for half an hour with the 
perfon who had brought it; after which, 
a journalift of my acquaintance entered 
my apartment. Before he feated, himfelf, 
he threw down fome papers he had in 
his hand upon my bureau, and placed 
his hat above them; then he explained 

6 | the 
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the occafion of his vifit, which was'to beg 
I would lend him a thoufand livtes to 
enable him to print a new edition of his 
account of the infurrection of the 2oth of 
June. His ftatement of that event, while _ 
it was perfectly exaa, put the condud of 
his majefty in the moft favourable point of 
view ; and was, by that means, calculated 
to make a happy impreffion on the minds 
of the people. 

I was the more furprifed at this demand, 
as, immediately after the publication of that 
paper, he had come and reprefented to me, 
that it was his intention to publith a fecond 
edition, to diftribute grazis all over the ca- 
pital and the Fauxbourgs; but that he 
could not on account of the prefent diftrefs 
of his circumftances. On this reprefenta- 
tion I gave him 300 livres, which was the 
film jhe required. However, on his repre- 
fenting that his prefent demand was for a 
third edition, of which a thoufand copies 

were to be diftributed through all the prin- 
cipal towns of the kingdom; and that he 
expected only the lend of the money, 

; Z 2 ) which 
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which he would repay from the profits of 
the fale; I agreed to his demand; and, 
having taken up his hat and papers, he re- 
tired. About half an hour after he was 
gone, I looked for my letter to the queen ; 
and not finding it, concluded that I had 
burnt it, as had been my intention. About 
a fortnight after, one of my brothers came 
to me, with an air of conflernation, and 
told me, that my correfpondence with the 
queen was difcovered ; and that one of my 
letters to her majefty had been found. As 
I was convinced that the queen burnt all 
my letters which fhe did not fend back to 
me, I had no doubt but that this was a 
trick in order to difcover, by my uneafi- 
nefs or my tranquillity, whether I really 
was in correfpondence with her majefty or 
not ; I therefore defired my brother to be 
quite eafy on the fubje& ; and begged that 
he would try to find out from what quarter 
the calumny came. . 
He returned to me next day, and told 
me that one of his friends, whofe inten- 
tions, with regard to me, could not be fuf- 
pected, 
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pected, had affured him, that his informa- 
tion was from one who had feen the letter : 
that it confifted of eight or ten lines, in my 
hand-writing. Still this did not alarm me. 
I fuppofed it a counterfeit letter, in which 
may hand-writing was imitated. | 
. On the evening of the fame day, the ba- 
ron de Gillier came to me to obtain fome 
information for madame Elizabeth. I 
{poke to him of the ftory which had gone 
abroad, of my correfpondence with the 
queen ; and I afked him if he had heard 
of it. 

“© What is more,” faid he, “‘ Ihave read 
your letter to the queen.” . 

“ Read my letter to the queen? Im- 
poffible !” | 

“© T repeat it,’ faid he. “L.read your 
letter to the queen. * But make yourfelf 
eafy, for I made it be burnt in my pre- 
fence. In this letter you afked the queen 
if you might liften with confidence to a 
particular perfon, who faid that he was 
known to her majefty, and had an import- 
ant fecret to communicate to you.” 

‘ 2, 3 «c But 
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“ But where was that letter ” faid I. 

“In the hands of a journalift, who, the 
laft time he came to fee you, took it, by mif- 
take, from hat table, among fome ime 
of his own.’ 

“You have afluredly rendéred mea very 
great fervice,” faid Ty for fome people 
took pains to’ dffure fie, that the perfon 
‘who was in pofleffion of that letter intend- 
ed to make me ptirchafe it at the price Of a 
‘confiderable fum of money; which cer- 
| ‘tainly was in his power, becaufe, although 
there was nothing criminal in the ‘etter, 
‘yet at this period, the difcovery of any 
correfpondence vt the queen might have 
proved fatal to me.” 

The day on which I received the queen’ s 
anfwer, M. Grammont returned to me; 
and upon my telling him that I was now 
authorifed by her majefty to hear what he 
had to fay, he affured me he was pofi- 
tively informed that Santerre had the pro- 
ject to have the queen aflaflinated ; that a 
grenadier of his battalion had engaged to 
perpetrate the crime, ‘for a confiderable 
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{um of money, a {mall part of which he had 
already received; that he had confided the 
fecret to a girl with whom he lived, and 
whom he would be enabled to marry, by 
means of the fum he was promifed. The 
girl, who was a wafherwoman, entrufted 
the fecret toa female friend, who commu- 
nicated it to her.own lover, who happened 
to be the hair-drefler of M. Grammont 
Carton, to whom he communicated the fe- 
cret, informing him, at the fame time, 
that he knew the grenadier in queftion, 
whofe figure was fufficiently remarkable, 
by a large cicatrice in his left cheek; and 
that the 14th of July, the day of the 
federation, was the time fixed upon for 

execution, = 
In fpite of the fufpicious channels through 
which the intelligence came to me, it was 
of too ferious a nature to be neglected. I 
gave information to M. de la Porte, being 
convinced that he would take every pre- 
caution the circumftance required. At the 
fame time. I ordered the juftice of peace 
Buob to place a dozen of {pies about the 
ZA palace, 
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palace, to watch for the prenddier; of whofe 
figure a defcription was given, with orders, 
that as foon as they faw him, to give no- 
tice to the officer commanding the neareft 
- poft of the guard ; becaufe I was informed, 
by M. de la Porte, that all the commanders 
of guards had received orders to arreft that 
fellow. 
On the 14th of July, M. Grammont 
went himfelf to the Pate: The grena- 
dier appeared at eight o’clock at night, 
drefled in a plain coat; and although he 
was perceived by the fentinel of the forte 
royale, yet he had the addrefs to make his 
efcape. He had the impudence, however, 
to return at eleven the fame night, in his 
uniform, and was taken up at the bottom 
of the flair leading to the queen’s apart- 
ments. He was at firft remarked by having 
feathers in his cap of a colour different 
from thofe worn by the battalion then on 
guard, and afterwards completely diftin- 
guifhed by the cicatrice on his cheek. He 
was immediately conducted to the guard- 
room. On fearching him, a cutlafs was 
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found concealed in the lining of his coat. 
The next morning, juft as he was going to 
be brought before the judge of peace, he 
was carried off by a band of ruffians, who 
came to the gates of the chateau on nabs 
to refcue him. 

I was informed of this event by M. 
Grammont, whom I perfuaded to make a 
formal declaration ef the above facts before 
M. Maingeot, judge of the peace in the 
fection of the Thuilleries, and have the 
fame verified by the teftimony of the offi- 
cers who had been on guard at the queen’s 
apartment. A verbal procefs of the whole 
was accordingly made. 

This a&t of duty proved fatal to M. Main- 
geot. That refpeGable man was among 
the victims of the roth of Auguft. San- 
terre, who knew that he had drawn up the 
proces verbal refpecting the grenadier, fent 
a band of aflaffins to his houfe, who, hav- 
ing murdered him, feized his papers, and 
brought them in triumph to their worthy 
chief, 
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Two days after the. roth, as Gram- 
mont himfelf has fince informed me, San- 
terre made a defcription of his face and 
perfon to be pofted on the walls, with a 
promife of a confiderable reward to any 
~who would deliver him to Santerre, dead 
or alive. 

This fact may be true: but as I myfelf 
was obliged to remain concealed, from the 
roth of Auguft till I made my efcape out 
of France, I had no opportunity of in- 
quiring about it. 

The 14th of July was rendered extreme- 
dy critical, [from the following .circum- 
ftances. ‘The camp.of 20,000 men, de- 
creed by the aflembly, was prevented from 
being eftablifhed, by the king’s) refufal to 
fanction the decree. -In order to. fupply 
this, the Jacobins, had taken meafures for 
-having all. the. vagabonds they could -en- 
gage brought. to Paris, under the; title of 
Federés. Amongft thefe was. the famous 
-band of banditti_ known ‘by the name of 
Marfeillois, who, on the very day of their 
arrival in Paris, attacked, in the Champs 

Elifees, 
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dilifees, a detachment of the national 
guards, who were {uppofed moft devoted 
to the king, and wounded feveral officers 
and foldiers. 

Amongtt the ideas of fecurity which 
thefe dangerous bands rendered neceflary, 
that which ftruck me as the fafeft and moft 
‘practicable was to eftablifh, at a houfe in 
the Caroufel, dpagrte to the Thuilleries, 
‘anaflembly, under the title of the National 
Club or Affociation, where all the officers 
and foldiers of the national. gyard that could 
‘be depended on, and other citizens, well 
‘difpofed to the king and conftitution, 
might occafionally meet ; and in cafe of 
any attack on the palace, aflemble in arms, 
-for its defence, on the fhorteft. notice. 

Buob, who firft fuggefted this {cheme to 
me, propofed, at the fame time, to add fix 
-or feven hundred auxiliaries, chofen out of 
the manufactory of Perier, of which feve- 
-yal of the principal workmen were zealous 
royalifts. Thofe alone were to be in the 
‘fecret ; and two of them were to go every 
morning to the club, and remain the whole 
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day, that they might be ready to give no-~ 
tice for the others to come with their fol- 
lowers as foon as they were required. | 

The pay of thofe principals was to be 
‘five livres a day, and that of the workmen 
forty fols on the days they were employed, 
and ten when they were not. The real 
deftination of this force was to be kept 
fecret from the under-workmen. It was to 
be given out to them that they were only 
‘required to join the national guard, to affift 
in maintaining order in the capital, They 
were to wear red caps, and were to be 
armed with the pikes previoufly depofited 
in the club-houfe yvand in order to avoid 
receiving Jacobin fpies, or perfons whofe 
principles were not known, into this affo- 
ciation, none were to be admitted but by 
a majority of three-fourths of the club. 

The king approved of the plan, and de- 
fired me to defray the expence of it, which 
amounted to one thoufand livres a day, in- 
cluding the other expences of the club, 
namely, the refrefhments, which were 
given at the loweft price poffible, in order 
; te 
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to attract the greater number of foldiers, 
The pikes, bonnets rouges, tables, chairs;, 
benches, and other furniture, ¢coft gooo 
livres. The eftablifhment was complete 
in lefs than four days. 

About this time another affociation of 
the fame kind was formed for the fame 
purpofe. It confifted of a number more 
or lefs confiderable, chofen out of the po- 
pulace, and commanded by one Lieutaut, 
formerly officer of the guard national of 
Marfeilles ; a man equally brave and intel- 
ligent, who had ated a principal part in 
the infurrection of that city againft the re- 
volution during the firft national affembly. 

I only knew Lieutaut by reputation; but 
I had employed one of his aid-de-camps 
with fuccefs on the day of the fe given to 
the foldiers of Chateau Vieux on their recall 
from the gallies *, 7 : 

| Befides 


* The Swifs regiment of Chateau Vieux having joined 
with the feditious troops at Nancy, againft whom M. de 
Bouillé had been fent, the moft culpable had been con- 
demned and fent to the gallies at Breft; but the Jacobins 
had influence with the aflembly to obtain a decree to annul 

their 
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Befides being courageous, and entirely 
devoted to the king, he poffeffed the talents 
of varying his countenance, and changing 
the found of his voice, fo entirely, that he 
was not to be known for the fame perfon. 
By this means he fometimes made himfelf 
pafs for one of the Marfeillois ; at other 
times, for a workman in one or other of 
the fuburbs of Paris, whofe accent and 
manners he could affume with wonderful 
fuccefs. . Thus, in thofe various characters, 
he gained admiffion into all the patriotic 
meetings, and. groups; difcovered their 
projects, and gave me information. 

As it was to» be dreaded that the Jaco-. 
bins,,ever on the watch, would feize the 
occalion of the populace returning intoxi- 
cated from the Champ de Mars, where the 


_ their condemnation, and fet them at liberty. Not fatisfied 
with this, they invited the foldiers to Paris, and then pre- 
pared a triumphant entertainment for them in the Champ de 
Mars. This entertainment was called de Féte de Chateaw 
Vieux. 
So different was the treatment which the Jacobin8 gave to 
‘thofe Swifs who had rebelled, from that which they fhewed 
on the roth of Auguft to the Swifs who were Sathtol to the 
king and conttitution. 
Ses 
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frie of Chateau Vieux was to be held, to ex- 
cite them to attack the palace, I inftru@ed 
this agent to do every thing in his power 
to prevent this; for which purpofe I di- 
rected him to employ about thirty of his 
moft fober friends to watch over the differ- 
ent groups, admonifh them to moderation, 
entreating them not to difgrace the patri- 
otic fete by atts of tumult and excefs; and 
affuring them, that fuch was the with of 
the Jacobins, of Petion, Marat, Robefpierre, 
&c. &c. I gave him 600 livres to enable 
him to treat his principal agents with a 
good fupper, and five livres each, in the 
name of a patriotic fociety. I told him, at 
the fame time, if his endeavours to main- 
tain order were without éffe@, and if any 
danger was to be apprehended for the 
Chateau; in that cafe he was to return 
before the populace left the Champ de 
Mars, and to give ‘timely notice of the 
' danger by a fignal from a particular part 
of the Pont Royal that could be remarked 
at the Pavillion de Flere, at a window, 
where a man appointed by M. de la Porte 
was 


‘ 
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was ftationed to obferve. But fortunately 
this precaution was unneceflary, as the day 
paffed with much greater tranquillity than 
was expected. I cannot determine whether 
this is to be attributed to the vigilance of 
my agents, or to a plan of the Jacobins, 
who might poffibly have taken meafures to 
prevent any tumult on this occafion, that 
the Parifians might be accuftomed to fee 
the, populace affemble without dread. 

The fete of Chateau Vieux, contrived by 
the Jacobins to irritate the people againft 
the king’s pretended tyranny, had all the 
fuccefs they could with. The foldiers who 
had revolted, and who juftly merited death, 
were earried in a triumphal car to the 
Champ de Mars, where the abfurd popu- 
lace, under the guidance of the infamous- 
Collot d’Herbois, proclaimed them martyrs 
ef liberty, victims of defpotifm; and, as 
fuch, had carefled, and given them mon y, 
over and above a confiderable fum raifed 
by a general contribution. 

That criminal farce was but too well cal- 
sulated to familiarife the people with the 

5 | idea 
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idea of revolt ; to encourage them in it; 
and by this means entirely extingtith the 
faint remains of refpect they had ftill re- 
tained for the king and his authority. 

Buob, whofe zeal was always active, 
propofed to me to obliterate the impreflion 
of this fé¢e by giving another in honour of 
the Mayor d’ Effampes, who had juft been 
maflacred, by a popular infurre@tion, while . 
difcharging the duties of his place; and 
who was very generally regretted. | 

I mentioned the propofal to the king, 
who approved of it, and fuggefted the 
méans of rendering the /éte more folemn 
and ftriking: 

“© This fete is very well imagined,” faid 
his majefty; “ and it will have ftill more 
effet. if the motion comes ftom the 
feGtions or the municipality.” 

Buob undertook to have the motion 
made in the fections, and in the Council de 
la Commune, by means of his adherents, 
who would reprefent it as the defire of all 
good citizens; many of whom had already 
fubfcribed for defraying the expence of the 

VOL, Ii. AA fete. 
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jéte. In reality, the fum of 10,000 livres, 
which the king had authorifed me to give, 
was prepared as the produce of an anony- 
mous fubfcription of above 200 contri- 
butors. 

The fé/e was accordingly voted by the 
fe€tions and the municipality of Paris, in 
fpite of all the manceuvres of the Jacobins 
to prevent it. Nothing was omitted to 
render the celebration fplendid and affect- 
ing: the hymns and .infcriptions were. 
compofed with great judgment, and nume- 
rous pamphlets were diftributed, execrating 
the plots and crimes of the faGtious. But 
fuch refources only produced a momentary 
effet. TVhofe were but weak meafures to 
oppofe againft ferocious monfters, whofe 
legal extermination was abfolutely neceflary 


for the fafety of the king and of the ftate. 
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No. I. 


Lettre de Condorcet au Roi. 

: “ Du Lundi, 6 Fevrier. 
4 Sh Ee dees nationale, fire, m/’a 
chargé de vous faire connoitre 
quelle fe bornoit & demander I’éxécution 
enticre de la loi du 17 Juin, et qu’elle ne 
mettoit point de difference dans fes dépu- 
tations quel que fut le nombre des membres 
qui les compofoient; elle fent que rien ne 
doit interrompre les communications entre 
-elle et vous, et elle veut faire cefler tout 

different A cet égard. 

Le préfident de I’aflemblée nationale, 

-  - Gonporcer.” 


AA 2 
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No. II. 
Lettre au Rot. 


a oO" ada propofer au roi de ne faire 
aucune mention de la lettre du pré- 

fident de Paffemblée ; je penfe au contraire 
trés fortement que cette infulte tolerée en 
annonce et en amenera inceflament une fuite 
d’autres beaucoup plus graves, et je crois 
qu'il eft de la plus grande importance que 
le roi écrive aujourdhui a l’affemblée la 
lettre dont j’ai ’honneur de lui addreffer Ie 
projet ; fi fa majeft¢ lV approuve, elle pourra 
faire appeller fur le champ les miniftres et 
leur propofer cette lettre comme fon avis 
perfonel; il feroit bon qu’elle fut écrite de 
fa main du roi, et que mon €criture ne pa- 
rit pas.” 

Projet de lettre du Roi a? affemblee. 

“« Meffieurs, 

* La nation, en me reconnoiflant pour 
fon, roi m’a confié le dépot de fa dig 
nité inféparable de la couronne: il n’eft 

oe aucune 
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aucune circonftance ou je puifle y renoncer ; 
je vous renvoye la lettre que M. le Prefi- 
dent ma fait remettre hier par un huiffier; 
la conftitution a fixé la forme de la corref- 
pondance de I’affemblée nationale avec le 
roi; je ne dois recevoir, et je ne recevrai 
delle que des meflages ou des décréts, m’en . 
rapportant au furplus pour les égards qui 
me font dis aux fentimens que le peuple 
Francais a toujours montrés pour fon roi,”’ 
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No, II. 
Lettré au Rot. 


“ wu.acté fort queftion au comité Vhier 
| [ au foir de la maifon civile du roi; on 
a déja formé un projet de lifte compofé de 
trente perfonnes; la difcuffion fur le plan 
de la maifon civile eft renvoy¢ée au comité 
de Mardi; on doit confulter ancien alma- 
nac de Verfailles et celui de la cour de 
Londres, 

“ Comme je n’ai d’autre défir A cet égard, 
que celui de préfenter au roi un phan, et des 
perfonnes qui lui conviennent, j’ofe fup- 
plier fa majefté de vouloir bien me faire 
connoitre fes intentions; je ne négligerai 
rien pour les faire prévaloir au comité fans 
Jaiffer foupconner le moins de monde que le 
roi m’ait donné cette marque de confiance, 
que je n’ambitionne que pour pouvoir don- 
ner a fa majefté une nouvelle preuve de’ 
mon refpect et de mon dévouement fans 
bornes.” 
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No. IV. 


Lettre de M. de Leffart au Roi, 


$s Fy me fuis rendu ce foir entre 10 et 11 
heures chez le miniftre de la juftice, 
comme j’avois et l’honneur d’en prévenir 
le roi, j’y ai trouvé non feulement M. de 
‘Bertrand et M. Tarbé, mais auffi M. Ca- 
hier de Gerville. Prefque auffitdt eft ar- 
rivé M. de la Fayette que le Garde des 
Scéaux avoit deja vii-dans la journée. M, 
de la Fayette nous a dit qu'il auroit fou- 
haité pouvoir concilier les miniftres, que 
cela lui avoit toujours parfi trés difficile, 
attendu l’oppofition fubfiftante entre MI. de 
Narbonne et M. de Bertrand; mais qu’au- 
jourdhui au point ot les chofes ctpient 
portees, il ne pouyoit plus s’en méler; il 
sft fondé fur la publicité donnée aux 
lettres des généraux, et furtout 4 la réponfe 
gue lui.avoit faite M. de Narbonne; et ul a 
déclaré qu'il n’avoit aucune part a cette 
" AjAc4  g. publicité; 
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publicité ; qu'il n’y avoit point donné fon 
confentement, et qu'il n’en avoit ¢té in- 
ftruit que par la lecture méme du journal. 
Aprés cette explication qui a été froide et 
courte, il s’eft retire, 

“ A peine étoit il forti que M. Cahiera 
fait éclater fon indignation de la conduite 
de M. de Narbonne; il la caraétérifée de la 
maniére la plus forte; et il a fini par dire, 
qu'il ne falloit abfolument pas qu'il remit 
le pied au confeil; mais en méme tems il a 
dit que, ne fe diflimulant point l’effet que 
pourroit produire le renvoi de M. de Nar- 
bonne, il ne voyoit d’autre maniére de 
tempérer cet effet, que la démiffion volon- 
taire mais fimultanée de M. de Bertrand. 

“*M. de Bertrand a obfervé que fa fitua~ 
tion ne lui permettoit pas de donner fa dé- 
miffion dans le moment aétuel; il a dit 
quil la donneroit volontiers aprés l’époque 
du 15 Mars: que g’avoit toujours été fon 
deffein, et qu’an y pouvoit compter. 

“ M. le Garde des Scéaux a appuyé M. 
de Bertrand ct a dit que, ce feroit compro- 
mettre la dignité du roi, et la confidera- 

6 | tion 
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tion du miniftére, que de céder dans une 
pareille circonftance. | 

“* M. Cahier a infifté avec beaucoup de 
force; ils’eft fondé fur la difpofition a@u- 
elle des efprits, fur Vintérét de la chofe 
publique, fur celui du roi; il a été forte- 
ment feconde par M. Tarbe, de maniére que 
M. de Bertrand a criti devoir condefcendre 
a offrir fa démiffion auffitét que le roi au- 
roitrépondu aux obfervations de l’affembl¢e 
nationale; mais M. Cahier a infifté de 
nouveau, et il a déclaré que fi M. de Ber- 
trand ne donnoit pas fa démiffion immédi- 
atement aprés que le roi auroit demandé 
celle de M. de Narbonne, il fe croiroit, lui 
Cahier, obligé de donner la fienne dés ce 
matin. 

“© J’avois pris jufque la peu de part 4 
cette difcuffion, ¢tant au fonds pleinement 
de lavis de'-M. de Gerville; mais croyant 
devoir des ménagemens 4 la fituation vrai- 
ment cruelle de M. de Bertrand, néanmoins 
voyant que les chofes ¢toient trés avancees, 
j’ai obferv¢g 4M. de Bertrand que, puifqu’il 
ctoit déterminé au facrifice, {I falloit le 

Mat fairg 
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faire d'une maniére qui fut profitable au 
roi et a la chofe publique; et qu'il me pa- 
roiffoit trés‘utile qu’il donnat fa démiffion 
dans la journce,|-afin de) neutralifer en 
quelque forte le renvoi de M. de Narbonne, 

Mule Garde des, Scéaux, qui avoit été 
trés frappéde la réfolution trés prononcée 
de M. de Gerville, de quitter fur le champ, 
fi M..de Bertrand ne. quittoit pas le mi- 
niftére. le méme jour que M. de Nar- 
bonne; M. le Garde des Sccaux, disje, s'eft 
rangé au méme avis. .M. de Bertrand ya 
confenti, et nous avons redigé en commun 
la lettre qu’il doit ¢crire au roi et la ré- 
ponfe que nous propoferons a fa majefte de 


lui faire. 
© Cette longue et importante difeuffion 
s’eftpafice fans la moindre aigreur, fans au- 
cun autre intérét que celui du roi et de la 
chofe publique, et avec les formes et les ex- 
preions qui'conviennent a des gens qui 
s’eftiment réciproquement, _ 

“¢ Je dois obferver que dans la réponfe 
qui fera propofée au roi pour M. de Ber- 
trand, fa majefté exige qu’il continue fes 
ire he “t fondtions 
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fontions jufqu’a ce qu’elle lui ait donné un 
fucceffeur, A l’égard de M. de Narbonne, 
nous avons penfé que rien n’eétoit plus 
preflant que de le remplacer, et qu'il feroit 
effentiel que fon fuccefleur put dés ce foir 
‘prendre féance au confeil. Ce fuccefleur, 
je dois le dire au roi, nous a part devoir 
étre le chevalier de Graves; et nous nous 
fommes d’autant plus attachés a cette idée, 
qu’ apres avoir bien cherché, nous n’en 
avons trouvé aucun autre. En confé- 
quence M. le Garde des. Sceaux, qui I’a- 
voit a tout événement fondé ,vaguement 
hier dans la journée, eft allé chez lui A une 
heure de-matin, mais il n’étoit pas encore 
rentré, M. le Garde des Sceaux a laiffé 
un billet A fa porte pour le prier de pafler 
3 la chancellerie de bonne heure afin de 
s’aflurer qu il accepteroit dans le cas ot le 
roi jetteroit les yeux fur lui. 

“ Nous avons aufli penfé qu’il feroit né. 
ceflaire, avant tout, que le roi fit venir les 
trois géncraux, pour les empécher de don~ 
ner leur démiffion: chofe a laquelle on ne 
manquera pas de les exciter par tous les 

moyens 
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moyens poflibles. Les bonnes raifons ne 
manqueront pas au roi; et il eft certain 
que ce feroit de leur part, manquer 4 tous 
les devoirs, et méme a Jeur ferment, que de 
vouloir quitter dans une conjonéture pa- 
reilley Néanmoins comme rien n’eft plus 
effenticl, le roi jugera peut-étre qu’il fe- 
roit trés utile que la reine affiftat 4 cet en- 
tretien, afin de réunir tous les genres @in- 
téréts et tous les motifs. 

“jl y aura auffi quelques précautions 4 
prendre relativement 4 la garde foldée; car 
on ne peut pas fe diflimuler qu'il feroit pof- 
fible que les malveillans cherchaflent 4 pro- 
fiter de cette circonftance pour exciter du 
trouble. On dit que M.de Boiffieu n’eft 
pas a Paris. Qui eft-ce qui le remplace? 
Ne pourroit-on pas le faire venir? 

““ Tous ces détails feront portés at roi 
dans la matinée par le Garde des Sceaux ; 
il a parti convenable que ce fut lui de pré- 
ference qui traitat cette affaire, comme I’an- 
cien, et en quelque forte le chef du confeil. 

** Le roi pourroit faire venir enfuite M. 
de Gerville, augue! fa majefté diroit qu’elle 

adopte 
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adopte en tout fon avis; et auquel elle 
demanderoit de retarder un peu l’époque 
a laquelle il veut définitivement quitter le 
miniftére. Cette epoque eft le 25 de ce 
.mois, et il feroit a defirer qu’elle fut dift 
ferée, ne fut-ce que de huit jours. II fera 
bien bon que la reine méle fes invita- 
tions 4 celles du roi: le fuccés en fera plug 
affure. 

“ Enfin le roi et la reine devront de 
grands témoignages d'intéret et de bonté 4 
M. de Bertrand injuftement facrifié, et qui 
en cédant a la néceflité des circonftances, 
donne au roi une des plus grandes preuves 
@’attachement qu'il foit poffible de luioffrir: | 
c’eft un homme de mérite, et qu'il ne faut 
pas regarder comme enticrement perdu 
pour le fervice du roi. 

“ Je finirai en obfervant que la faute de 
M. de Narbonne eft fi évidente et fi grave, 
qu'il eft effentiel de la faifir, fi le roi en 
effet ne préferé pas de lui abandonner fa 
confiance: mais alors il n’y a pas un mo- 
ment aperdre. Toute explication feroit fu- 
perflue, et manqueroit de dignite, et il y au- 

roit 
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roit d’autant plus d’inconvénient 4 laiffer 
venir ce foir M. de Narbonne au confeil, 
qu’il ne manqueroit pas d’apporter un pro- 
jet de difcours trés patriotique du roi 4 Paf- 
femblée nationale, et qu il diroit le lende- 
main s'il étoit renvoyé, que c’eft a caufe de 
ce difcours qu'il eft tombe dans la difgrace 
du roi. “2 A 

“‘ Je prends la liberté de rappeller au 
roi les trois généraux; il me femble 
quwil faut tacher de les voir enfemble, 
et de les voir sil eft poflible, avant 
quils ayent été circonvenus. Le roi 
pourroit fe difpenfer de leur faire part de 
fa refolution ; il fuffiroit en parlantde leurs 
lettres de leur demander fi en effet, ayant 
jure détre fidéles 4 a-nation et au roi, ils 
ne veulent fervir qu’autant que M. de Nar- 
bonne feroit miniftre; et le roi pourroit 
les aflurer que, fuppofé qu'il fit quelque 
changement 4 cet égard, fon- choix ne 
tomberoit que fur un homme diftingué par 
fon patriotifme et fes talens. 


“ Vendredt, 5 heurs du matin.” 
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No. Vz 
Lettre au Roi. 


be Nee fupplie le roi de vouloir bien me ren-= 

voyer les obfervations qui ont dt lui 

étre préfentées contre moi, par les com- 

‘miflaries députés 4 la fan@tion, et auxquelles 

il ‘eft important de répondre le plutét 
poffible. vig | 

Les miniftres ont été aflemblés hier en 


/ 


comité jufqu’A trois heures‘aprés minuit, a 
Poccafion des lettres que M. de Narbonne a 
fait imprimer dans les, journaux. Cette 
conduite, auili lache que criminelle, les a 
tous revoltés; ils doivent propofer ce ma- 
tin A votre majefté le renvoi de M. de 
Narbonne, qu’aucun de nous ne peut plus 
yoir; mais comme la femme dangereufe 
qui le gouverne pourroit profiter de l’etat 
de crife oi nous fommes, pour provoquer 
une infurrection contre le chateau, fous 

Fe  prétexte 
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prétexte qu’on renvoye un miniftre patri~ 
ote, parce qu'il 4 dénoncé un miniftre arif- 
tocrate, j’ai penfé que mon attachement 
fans borne 4 la perfonne du roi me faifoit 
un devoir de lui offrir ma démiffion auffi- 
tot que la retraite de M. de Narbonne feroit 
déterminée. Je n’en refterai pas moins in- 
violablement dévoud au fervice de votre 
majefté, et mon unique ambition fera tou- 
jours d’étre a portée de lui donner les 
preuves les plus effentielles du profond 
refpect, et de tous les fentimens qui m’at- 
tachent a fa perfonne. 
«© Ce g Mars.”? 


i 
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No. VI. 


Lettre du Roi alaffemblée nationale, a l’oc- 
cafion des obfervations qu'elle avoit adref- 
sées le 8 Mars a S. M. contre le miniftre 
de la marine. , 


“ Meffieurs, 


‘* Paris, le 10 Mars 1792. 

s + fe examine les obfervations que le 
zéle et la follicitude de l’affemblée na- 
tionale l’ont portée 4 m’adreffer fur la con- 
duite du miniftre de la marine ; je recevrai 
toujours avec plaifir les communications 
quelle croira utile d’entretenir avec moi. 
Les obfervations qui m/’ont été remifes de 
la part de l’aflemblée me paroiffent abfo- 
lument conformes aux dénonciations fur 
lefquelles elle avoit déclaré n’y avoir lieu de 
délibérer. Je m/’étois fait rendre compte 
alors des réponfes que M. Bertrand avoit 
préfentées contre les différens griefs, et j’a- 
vois porté le méme jugement que l’aflem- 
blée. Depuis, aucune plainte fondée ne 
VOL, II. BB s’eft 
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s'eft fait entendre relativement aux dif- 
férentes parties de fon adminiftration, et 
tout ce qui me revient de la part des co- 
lons, du commerce, et des gens de mer, me 
préfente des temoignages de fon zcle et de 
Putilité de fes fervices ; enfin aucune viola- 
tion de la loi ne lui étant reprochée, je 
croirois manquer a la juftice de lui retirer 
ma confiance; au refte les miniftres favent 
bien que le feul moyen de l’obtenir et de 
la conferver, eft de faire executer les loix 
avec énergie et avec fidelitd. 

(Signé) LOUIS, 

et plus bas M. S. F. Duport.” 
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No. VII. 


Extrait du Mercure Francais du Samedi, 
4 Feorier 1792, 


‘Paris, 25 Janvier 2792. 

ni ous renarés compte firement, mon- 
fieur, de l’odieufe attaque dont le 
miniftre aCtuel de la marine eft l’objet. Ses 
difcours a laflemblée, Pévidence de fes 
moyens juftificatifs, d¢concertent un in- 
ftant fes ennemis, et ne les laffent pas. Je 
vous déclare que c’eft fa faute; et que fi 
Yon pouvoit s'indigner de la patience et de 
Ja modération d’un homme ‘honnéte et 
loyal, tel que M. Bertrand, je Vappelle- 
roisun homme foible. Je lui reprocherois 
amérement fes ménagemens pour des 
hommes auffi méchants qu’audacieux, et 
quil ne tenoit qu’a lui de demafquer 
aux yeux del’aflemblée. M. Bertrand a 
recu, j’en fuis certain, les pi¢ces.que je vous 
BB enyoye, 
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envoye. Il eft notoire a Breft, que M. de 
Marigny, commandant de la marine, en 4 
obtenu la communication de la municipa- 
lité, et j'ai confronté moi-méme les copies 
qui m’ont été adreff¢es, avec celles qui font 
au bureau de la marine. Ainfi je vous en 
garantis l’authenticité. Quelle eft donc la 
raifon qui peut juftifier le filence de M. 
Bertrand fur cette atrocité des Sieurs Cave- 
lier et Malafis?—Un miniftre qui a la 
preuve des intrigues de club, des provoca- 
tions incendiaires de deux députés, n’ofe 
pas publier de tels faits! Et il efpére 
échapper ainfi a de nouvelles perfidies ye 
Non, il n’y a jamais de compofition a faire 
avec les mechans; ce n’eft pas gén¢rofite ; 
c’eft foiblefle que de leur pardonner; et. 
tout eftimable qu’eft M. Bertrand, je fuis 
facheé pour lui, qu’on ait 4 oppofer a fa ré- 
putation de fermeté, de tels ménagements 


pour M, M. Cavelier et Malaffis, &c.” 


Extraié 
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Extrait de la lettre écrite au club de Bref, 
par les Sieurs Cavelier et Malailis, dé. 
putes a Paffemblee nationale, et arrivée a 
Breft le Vendredi 11 Décembre. 

“ Quant alévénement du Sieur Lajaille; 
malgré‘que nous prenions intérét 4 lui, l’in- 
figne ariftocrate ne l’a que trop mérité; ne 
_foyés point inquiet fur fon arreftation, il 
eft en fareté en prifon, il en fortira quand 
il pourra. Nous ignorons fous quelle cou- 
leur le rufé Marigny aura peint cette cor- 
tection au Sieur Bertrand; nous fommes 
étonnés que ce dernier n’en ait pas encore 
rendu compte a l’aflemblée; mais nous 
avons remis les pieces au prefident, et nous 
attendons |’impofteur de pied ferme. Vous 
avés raifon de l’accufer, de le dénoncer ; 
nous verrons comment il fe lavera d’avoir 
dit qu’ il ne manquoit aucun officier de la 
marine dans les ports. Quant au com- 
mandement qu'il donne au Sieur Lajaille 
Klerec et autres contre-révolutionnaires, 
nous né*pouvons malheureufement aller 
contre; mais dans peu vous verrés com- 

BB 3 ment 
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ment nous les traiterons, et comment nous 
déjouerons leurs infames complots. Nous 
déteftons les Bertrand, \es Marigny 3 
Pun quitte fa place, parcequ’il voit que 
vous découvrés toutes fes menées; s'il eut 
été 4 la derniére féance, il eut entendu bien 
faire fes ¢loges : l'autre veut la garder pour 
mieux fervir les projets de fes complices. 
Veillés, veillés, il eft un coup funefte com- 
biné, qui, du fein dela capitale, s’étend fur 
les frontiéres, méme au dela du Rhin. 
Tends bon plutét que de céder; nous pé- 
riroms avant vous.” 


Extrait dune autre lettre des mémes Députés, 


en date du 5 Novembre 1791. 


‘“‘ Les émigrés redoublent d’efforts ; les 
prétres non-aflermentées les fecondent de 
leur mieux; tous les ennemis de la patrie 
fe rcuniffent pour confpirer fa perte. Nous 
verrons dans guatre mois fi les Francais font 
dignes de la liberté. On ne peut plus fe le 
diffimuler, il y aura une crife, elle eft né-~ 
ceflaire, elle eft méme defirable.  Nows ne 

Jerons tranquilles, que lorfque nous aurons ex- 


termine 
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germiné les parjures, les traitres que nous 
avons épargnés trop long-tems. Pafféun cer- 


tain tems la prudence eff une fribleffe, la pa- 
tience n’eft plus de faifon, et la générofité eff 


une extravagance.” 


BB 4 
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No. VIII. 

Note /ur quelques infurreétions qui 
fe font manifeftées a bord des bé- 
timens de T Etat, & des Furis 
gui ont été tenus a cette occafion. 

Juillet 1790. 
L’Alcefte, commandée par M. de Beaurepaire, 


en flation dans les mers du Levant. 


Ps nomme Pifard, cuifinier du capitaine, 
infulte gravement un officier. M. de 
Beaurepaire le chafle de fon fervice & veut 
le faire debarquer. L’équipage fe fouléve, 
prend les armes, injurie le capitaine, & 
s'oppofe au debarquement de Pifard; il 
exige méme qu’on lui donne un certificat 
de fidelité. 

Quelque temps aprés, M. de Beaurepaire 
chafle un kirlanguich qui paroiffoit fufpedt ; 
plufieurs hommes de Péquipage fe permet- 
tent d’ordonner Ja manceuvre.. Le kirlan- 


guich 
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guich fe fauve 4 Saint-Nicolas, il exhibe fes 
patentes qui font reconnues valables ; 
léquipage veut couler bas le kirlanguich, 
et, fans refpecter l’afyle du pavillon, il de- 
mande la mort de deux officiers de ce biati- 
ment, et d’un autre, qui s’ctoient rendus a 
bord de I’ Alcefre. 

Précedemment, dans une relache 4 Paros, 
ils s’etoient permis des excés de tout genre 
contre les habitans de cette ile. 

Point de punition. 


La Capricieufe, commandée par M. de 
Boubée, a Rochefort. 
Décembre 1790, & Janvier 1791. 

M. de Boubée defcendu 4 terre, apprend 
quwil fe tient des propos facheux fur fa con- 
duite, et que fon é€quipage a le projet de le 
fivrer au peuple. Le prétexte du mecon- 
tentement eft que cet officier n’a pas voulu 
recevoir devant la Martinique, un canot 
portant pavillon national, tandis qu'il en 
avoit recu deux envoyés avec ce méme pa- 
villon, par M. de Damas, et que fon chef. 
lui avoit fait depuis le fignal de ne pas 
com- 
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eommuniquer avec la terre. M. de Boubée, 
par ordre de M. de Vaudreuil, fe rend a 
bord, il y refte un jour: de nouveaux avis 
Yengagent 4 quitter la frégate; il veut par- 
tir, I’équipage s’y oppofe, le force a re- 
monter dans fa chambre, le fouille, fait une 
vifite générale, et met un garde a fa porte. 
Le commandant du port lui ordonne les 
arréts: la municipalité vient le prendre a 
bord et le conduire a lamiral. 

Juri d’accufation contre l’équipage no- 
tamment contre cing hommes qui avoient 
excité le défordre. Ils font déchargés d’ac- 
cufation. 

Sur la plainte d’un pilotin embarqué fur 
la Capricieufe, yuri, confeil martial pour 
juger M. de Boubée. Cet officier eft égale- 
ment déchargé d’accufation. 


Avril 1791. 

Le Bricg la Levrette, commandé par M. De- 
niau, Sous-lieutenant dla Martinique. 
Auguftin Haman, maitre d’équipage,don- 

ne A fouper 4 quelques amis; il prie le 

capitaine de lui envoyer deux bouteilles de 
vin, 
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vin, on les lui donne; aprés fouper il veut 
reconduire les convives, M. Deuiau s’y 
oppofe. Le maitre infifte. Sur de nou- 
veaux refus, il vomit des injures atroces 
accompagnées de menaces; le capitaine 
donne ordre de mettre Haman aux fers; 
Péquipage prend parti pour celui-ci: on le 
débarque le lendemain par ordre du gé- 
néral. 


Point de juri. 


Aott 1791. 
La Flite le Dromadaire, commande par 
M. Sebire de Beauchéne, Lieutenant de 
vaifeau a Rochefort. 


Les volontaires embarqués a bord de 
cette flite, demandent qu’un de leurs cama- 
rades dont la conduite méritoit les plus vifs 
reproches, foit défarmé. Ce vceu eft pro- 
noncé par la prefque totalité de ’équipage. 
Le capitaine d’armes et le maitre d’équi- 
page excitent une fermentation confidér- 
able, pour que le volontaire ne {oit pas dé- 
barqué. Le batiment eft obligé de rentrer 
dans le port. 


Juri, 
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Juri, dont le réfultat eft de déclarer 
les accufés déchargés d’accufation. 


Aott 1791. 
La Gabarre \a Lionne, commandée par M. 
Saubert, Sous-lieutenant de vaiffeau a 
Rochefort. 


Une chaloupe eft arrétée par les matelots 
de la gabarre, fous le prétexte que cette 
embarcation eft chargée de contrebande ; 
on fe refufe a Yordre de la relacher donné 
par le capitaine. Le Sieur Piechaud, maitre 
pilote, excite le tumulte, et l’infurretion fe 
manifefte. L’équipage drefle procés-verbal 
et veut le porter 4 la municipalité. Ordre 
du capitaine de ne laiffer defcendre perfonne 
a terre: au mepris de cet ordre, les députés 
nommes par l’¢quipage fe rendent a Ja mu- 
nicipalité. Le capitaine ordonne 4 Pie- 
chaud de fe rendre aux arréts il défobeit. 

Juri, confeil de juftice. Le maitre 
pilote eft déchargé d’accufation. 


Aoiit 
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La Frégaté la Galathée, commandée par M. 
de Cambis, Major de vaiffeau en rade & 
Breft. 

Un officier ordonne I’exercice de la ma- 
noeuvre, les gabiers defobéifient ; douze 
hommes de l’équipage fe montrent les plus 
infubordonnés et les plus feditieux; le 
commandant du port donne ordre de les 
faire débarquer. Le maitre de l’équipage 
demande i defcendre a terre, et, fur le 
refus qui lui en eft fait, il fe permet des ré- 
flexions déplacées ; on le débarque. Re- 
prefentations de la part du club; on n’y 
accéde pas. 

Point de juri. 


L’Embufcade. 


L’Affemblée Nationale eft informée que 
léquipage de cette frégate a contraint le 
capitaine et l’état-major a la ramener en 
France, & qu'elle eft encore dans le port de 
Rochefort. Le club de Bordeaux vient 
yécemment d’envoyer des émiffaires pour 

3 engager 
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engager les membres de la fociété de Ro- 
chefort & s’oppofer au rembarquement du 
capitaine et de Vetat major: auffi ces of- 
ficiers, bien convaincus qu’ils oppoferoient 
vainement leur courage a4 lafcendant du 
club fur Vefprit des matelots, ‘n’ont pas 
méme tenté cette lutte inégale, & fe font 
retirés, } 

On ne parle point des infurreétions 4 
bord des batimens ftationnés aux Antilles, 
parce qu’on ne feroit pas en état d’en pro- 
duire les details; mais on ne peut les ré- 
voquer en doute. 

Un député extraordinaire de la Guade- 
Joupe, qui vient d’arriver 4 Paris, a an- 
noncé qu il étoit porteur de lettres origi- 
nales par lefquelles des membres de dif- 
ferens clubs excitoient les équipages a 1g. 
révolte. 


Octobre 1791, 
La Frégate \a Fidelle, commandée par M. de 
Rofily, Major de vaiffeau a Breft. 
Des matelots font convaincus d’avoir 


volé de létamine a pavillon 3 on en trouve 
des 
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des morceaux dans leurs coffres et dans 
leurs facs. 


Juri. Tous font déchargés d’accufation, 


x 


Extrait fommaire des Comptes fuccefivement 
rendus de plufieurs infurreétions qui fe font 
manifefices dans les Ports. 

BREST, 
26 JUILLET 1789. 

M. le Large, directeur du port, éprouve 
une fcene défagréable de la part de la 
populace, fous le prétexte qu’il a tenu des 
propos indifcrets qu’il défavoue. Cet offi- 
cier eft obligé de quitter Breft. 


Efcadre de Bre/?, commandée par M. a Albert. 
. 1790. 
Septembre. 

Le code pénal eft 10 4 bord du vaiffeau 
V Entreprenant, et rejeté. 
 Infurreétion 4 bord du vaiffeau le Tours 
ville, fans motif. 

L’équipage du vaifleau /2 Ferme ne veut 
pas partir, fans avoir rect de nouvelles 
avances, Des billets anonymes circulent 

dans 
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dans toute l’efcadre pour exciter les équi- 
pages a faire la méme demande. 

Un matelot du vaiffeau /e Léopard tient 
Tes propos les plus féditieux a bord du 
vaifleau fe Patriote, & infulte M. Huan, 
major de ce vaifleau. M. d’Albert ayant 
demandé fi cet homme ¢toit ivre, le ren- 
voie attendre la fin de fon ivreffe. Fer- 
mentation parmi I’équipage. Le patron 
de canot fe rend chez M. d’Albert, et lui 
annonce d’un ton abfolu que le matelot ne 
doit pas étre puni, & qu’on ne fouffrira 
pas quil le foit: le tumulte augmente. 
M. d’Entrecafteaux quitte fon vaifieau.. 
M. d’Albert fe rend a bord du Patriofe, et 
cherche en vain 4 ramener l’€quipage. En 
defcendant a terre, il eft infulté, on crie au 
patron de faire chavirer fon canot. 

Un grand nombre de foldats et matelots 
du Majefueux s’emparent de la chaloupe ; 
ils defcendent a terre, aprés avoir refufé de 
faire l’exercice dela manceuyre. _ 

A bord du vaifleau V Apollon, on fait la 
motion de jetter trois officiers 4 la mer. 


MM. 
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MM. Heétor, d’Albert, de Marigny, 
d’Entrecafteaux, et Huon, font mandés a 
Vhoétel-de-ville pour lire publiquement leur 
correfpondance. On leur demande des 
copies de leurs lettres, et une atteftation qui 
certifie que l’arrivée du vaiffeau /e Léopard 
n’avoit pas caufé d’infurrection en ville. 


Oobre. 


Les commiffaires du Roi font mal recus 
par Véquipage du Majeffueux ; leur féance 
eft longue, tumultuefe et inutile. On de- 
mande 4 grands cris le renvoi du général et 
du capitaine du vaiffeau. Les commiflaires 
ne croient pas pouvoir, fans fe compromet- 
tre, aller a bord des autres vaifleaux de 
Vefcadre. 

L’équipagedu vaiffeau /a Ferme demande 
le débarquement de M. du Clefmeur, ma- 
jor, et fur le refus qui lui eft fait, il exige 
du capitaine la promeffe que cet officier ne 
fera aucun fervice a bord. 

Un matelot de /a Bellone frappe un offi- 
cier; I’équipage ne veut pas fouffrir qu’il 
foit puni fuivant la loi, et demande 4 le 

VOL. Ik. * "CC punir 
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punir lui-cméme. Ce matelot eft débarque, 

ce qui, dans la circonftance, etoit plutot 

une faveur qu'une punition. k 
"M. d’Albert donne fadémiffion. 


Efcadre de Breft, fous le Commandement de 
M. de Souzllac. 


Octobre 1790. 

Le plus: mauvais efprit régne parmi les 
équipages ; ils infultent griévement tous les 
officiers qui vont en rade, 

Infurre@tion a berd du Teper relative- 
ment aux vivres. 

Le détachement de Poitou, en garnifon 
fur Ja Réunion, veut exiger qu’on lui donne 
en avance du vin; il veut forcer la cam- 
bufe: on s’y oppofe. Les foldats tiennent 
les plus. mauvais propos fur le lieutenant 
chargé du détail et fur le commis, et de- 
mandent que celui-ci foit débarqué. 

Sur la corvette Ja Perdrix, des matelots 
semparent de la chaloupe, et vont porter 
plainte contre le. capitaine de ce qu'il ne 
veut pas debarquer un homme qui déplait a 
Péquipage. 


Un. 
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Un officier du vaiffeau I Ani¢rica elt 
gravement infulté. | 

L’équipage de l’ dugu/ffe envoie une dépu- 
tation. 4 MM. les commiflaires du Roi; 
pour fe plaindre de ce qu’on ie leur don- 
noit pas affez de k¢gumes. Les commif- 
faires fe tranfportent a bord; ils menacent 
un homme de le faire débarqter: celui-ci 
interpelle ’équipage et fe met fous fa pro- 
tedtion. Tous s’écrient qu’ils re fouffriront 
pas qu’on le débarque: on eft forced de 
laiffer cette infurreGtion impunie: 

A bord du méme vaiffeau, & foiis le 
méme pretexte du manque de légumes, on 
avoit injurié deux officiers, on leur avoit 
porté le poing au vifage: on prend encore 
le parti de fupporter ces infultés. 

L’équipage du vaifleau l _duguffe chaffe, 
de fa propre autorité, un maitre d’équipage, . 
et fe refufe a le recevoir. 

M. de Terraffon, major de vaifleau, eft 
également renvoyé par les gens de l’Am¢= 
PCa ; 

A bord du Majeflueux, un cambufier qui 
avoit. battu un foldat, eft- mis aux fers. 

ce2 Deux 
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Deux cents hommes, prefque tous novices 
‘matelots, brifent les fers de ce cambutfier. 


Novembre. 

Une députation des marins et foldats em- 
barques fur l’efcadre, viennent lire 4 M. de 
Souillac, une adreffe 4 lAffemblée Na- 
tionale, laquelle contenoit des injures contre 
les officiers de la marine. 

Les foldats embarqués fur América, difent 
au commandant qu’ils font aflez gros et 
grands pour favoir ce quils ont a faire, et 
quwils ne demanderont plus la permiffion 
d’aller 4 terre: effectivement, depuis cette 
annonce, ils vont 4 terre fans permiffion. 

Le maitre d’équipage du Maje/fueux 
ayant voulu s’oppofer au tumulte qui avoit 
lieu fur le gaillard d’avant, eft colleté par 
un matelot: celui-ci eft mis aux fers. Plu- 
fieurs hommes ¢tant venus pour le mettre 
en liberté. M. de Marailles, lieutenant de 
vaiffeau, accourt ; le prifonnier s’elance fur 
cet officier, qui fe recule et met le fabre 4 
la main; un matelot armé dune btiche, 
veut le frapper par derriére ; il eft arrété par 

un 
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un officier, la garde eft appelce, les deux 
matelots coupables font mis aux fers. 


Efcadre commandée par M. de Bougain- 
ville. 
Novembre 1790. 

Un matelot du vaiffeau le Duguai-Trouin 
fe fait donner du vin 4 laide d’un billet 
contrefait du lieutenant en pied; on le fait 
mettre aux fers. L’é€quipage brife les fers, 
et s oppofe a ce que cet homme foit envoyé 
en prifon, 

Infurrection a bord du Zéméraire, de 
l América et de la Surveillante. L’équi- 
page de l América brife les fers d’un mate- 
lot qui avoit été condamné a cette puni- 
tion, et les jette dla mer. Dix-fept mutins 
de ce vaiffeau font débarqués. 


Une punition infligée 4 un matelot du 


Fupiter, excite une €meute générale a bord 
de ce vaiffeau ; ’équipage vouloit s’emparer 
des embarcations, et venir a terre. 


cCO3 Décembre, 
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| Décembre. 

La difette de vin oblige de donner aux 
équipages le deyetiner en eau-de-vie: quel- 
ques-uns la refufent, d’autres la prennent 
avec des murmures: on punit les plus mu- . 
tins; Vinfurre€tion eft plus forte 4 la ca- 
ferne des matelots que dans la rade. 


Janvier 1791. 
Un matelot frappe violemment un maitre 
d’équipage, et lui démet le bras: le confeil 


de juftice condamne le coupable a la calle, 


Mai. 

M. de la Porte-Vezins, alors command- 
ant de la Marine, eft aflailli chez lui par 
une troupe de foldats armés qui le confti- 
tuent prifonnier dans fa maifon, en placant 
des fentinelles intérieures et extérieures, 
pour empécher a la fois qwil ne forte, et 


qu’aucun officier ne communique du dehors 
avec ly, 


Le 
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Le motif de cette fcéne de révolte eft 
d’obtenir, au profit de la troupe, le paye- 
ment des fommes qu'elle réclamoit. Ce 
commandant eft centraint d’en donner 
ordre. 

Aprés cet atte de violence, M. de la 
Porte-Vezins fentant que fon autorité et fa 
perfonne font compromifes, demande et 
obtient la permiffion de quitter le com- 
mandement. 

Au mois de Septembre 1790, M. de Ma- 
rigni, major-général, avoit été griévement 
infulté, et on avoit planté une potence de- 
vant fa porte, fans qu’aucun fujet de 
plainte, aucun prétexte, euffent parti donner 
lieu a un auf fanglant outrage. 


TOULON. 
Affaire de M. a Albert. 
_ 1° Décembre 1789. 

Le 30 Novembre, M. @’Albert renvoya 
de Yarfenal deux maitres de manceuvre 
non-entretenus, qui avoient donné des fujets 
de mécontentement. | | 

- ' Co4 Le 
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Le lendemain 1° Décembre, on vint an~ ° 
noncer a ce commandant, qui étoit dans le 
port, gu’une députation du Confeil perma~- 
nent et de la Municipalité demandoit 4 lui 
parler, foit chez lui, foit a la porte de l’ar- 
fenal, foit a Vhétel de ville. M. d’Albert 
fe rendit chez lui, entouré d’une populace 
nombreufe qui l’injurioit et fe difpofoit a 
Vattaquer. Rendus 4 l’hétel du com- 
mandant, les confuls demandérent la grace 
des deux hommes qui avoient été renvoyés 
la veille, et l’obtinrent a force d’inftances. 

Pendant ce temps, deux détachemens de 
cinquante canonniers-matelots ¢toient en 
bataille fur la place d’armes; M. d’Albert 
confentit 4 les faire rentrer dans les ca- 
fernes, fur l’afflurance que les confuls lui 
donnérent que la milice nationale contien- 
droit le peuple. Cependant la foule aug- 
mentoit a tout moment, on jetoit des 
pierres aux fenétres, tout annoncoit la plus 
violente effervefcence. En vain M. d’Al- 
bert demanda la proclamation de la loi 
martiale, la Municipalité s’y refufa. Le 
tumulte alloit toujours croiflant; M. de 

Bon- 
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Bonneval fut bleflé & la main et 4 la téte; 
M. de Saint-Julien, qui avoit déja été in- 
fulté et défarme, fut affailli fur la place, 
renverfé par terre, bleflé de plufieurs 
coups ; il alloit perdre la vie, lorfqu’un of- 
ficier de la garde nationale et un volontaire 
Parrachéerent 4 fes affaflins. M. d’Albert 
fortit alors de hotel, accompagné de quel- 
ques officiers, pour le dégager; et fans 
avoir employé la force, ni méme la me- 
nace, ils rentrérent avec M. de Saint- 

Julien, | 
L’attroupement fembloit alors fe diffiper; 
mais au moment ou tout paroiffoit rentrer 
daus lordre, un certain nombre de volon- 
taires ayant pénétré dans l’hétel, deman- 
dérent 4 grands cris qu’on leur livrat M. 
de Broves, fous le prétexte qu’il avoit or- 
donné le -raflemblement des canonniers- 
-matelots. On fut obligé de leur abandon- 
ner cet officier. Bientét aprés ils enfon- 
cérent les portes, et voulurent s’emparer de 
M. de Villages; enfin ils fe faifirent de 
M, d’Albert, et apres lui avoir arraché fon 
épée, 
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épée, apres avoir fait la méme infulte a 
MM. de Bonneval et de Villages, on les 
traina aux prifons du palais 4 travers les 
huées et les infultes de la populace. M. 
d’Albert recut deux bleffures, et fut mis au 
cachot avec les compagnons de fon in- 
forturte. 

Le peuple, dont la rage n’étoit pas en- 
core allouvie, chercha M. Gautier, di- 
recteur des conftru@iions, pour le conduire 
également dans les prifons; mais cet of- 
ficier qui avoit couru les plus grands dan- 
gers, fut affez heureux pour s’échapper. 

Huit jours aprés, M. de Caftellet qui 
-avoit été bleffé le premier Décembre, et 
M. d’Albert qui avoit eu plufieurs accés de 
fi¢vre, fe rendirent a lhdpital: le peuple 
s’affembla tumultueufement, on les fit fortir 
de Jeur lit, ils furent obligés de traverfer 
Ja ville en robe de chambre, foutenus l’un 
et autre par des volontaires, et on les ref. 
ferra plus ¢troitement dans leur prifon. 


Affaire 


’ 
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Affaire de M, le Commandeur de Glandeves. 
| Mai 1790. - 7 

Le 3 Mai, un nombreux attroupement fe 
porta chez M. le commandeur de Glan- 
devés ; on lui fit quelques demandes aux- 
quelles il accéda; on affecta de ne pas 
ajouter foi 4 fes réponfes, et on l’entraina 
avec violence a l’hotel de ville. . Pendant 
le trajet, cet officier général fut fans ceffe 
menacé de perdre la vie. M. de Cholet, 
lieutenant de vaifleau, recut trois coups de 
fabre et deux de bayonnette, et courut les 
plus grands dangers. M. d’Archimbaud, 
éléve de la Marine, voulant donner du fe- 
cours au commandant, fut affailli par une 
troupe de forcen¢s, et fut heureufement 
fauvé par une femme qui le fit entrer chez 
elle. Le.peuple fe porta dans les auberges 
ou fe trouvoient quelques officiers, avec le 
projet de les égorger tous. | 

M. le commandeur de Glandevés fut 
détenu vingt-quatre heures 4 l’hotel de 
ville, | 


2 Affaire 
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Affaire de M. de Caftellet. 
Aott 1790. 

M. de Caftellet, obligé de fuir aprés 
?événement du 1° Décembre 1789, s’€toit 
retire a Nice; il défira de retourner avec 
stireté dans fa terre de Dardennes, 4 une 
lieue de Toulon. La Municipalité de cette 
ville invita cet officier général a rentrer 
dans fes foyers, en l’affurant d’une entiére 
protection. M. de Caftellet fe rendit 4 
Toulon, et y préta le ferment civique. A 
peine etoit-il rendu chez M. le commandeur 
de Glandéves, que les ouvriers fortirent de 
Varfenal et annoncérent qu’ils ex voulorent 
a M, de Caftellet. Cet officier fortit fur le 
champ de la ville a pied, accompagné de 
deux officiers et de deux yolontaires de la 
garde nationale, et fe voyant pourfuivi, il 
entra avec fes compagnons dans une au- 
berge, et s’y réfugia dans un grenier. Les 
malfaiteurs arrivérent ; ils trouvérent bien- 
tot M. de Caftellet, et malgré la préfence 
du maire, ils entrainérent cet officier ge= 
neral, ils le trainérent fur le chemin dans 

la 
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Ja pouffiere, aprés lui avoir vol¢é tout ce 
qui lavoit fur lui. Cet infortuné alloit étre 
victime de la fureur du peuple, lorfque. 
deux grenadiers du régiment de Barrois, 
paffant par hafard et fans armes, prirent M. 
de Caftellet fur leurs épaules, et le portérent 
criblé de bleffures & mourant, a I’hépital 
de Ia Charité. 

Deux de ces aflailins condamnés aux 
galéres, ont été mis en liberté d’aprés le 
voeu de l’amniftie. 


ROCHEFORT. 


Dans les premiers mois de 1790, M. 
~-Macarty-MaGeigne, major-géneral, fut af- 
failli chez lui par deux mille ouvriers armés, 
fous prétexte que c’étoit lui qui s’oppofoit 
4 ce que la cloche du port fonnat les jours 
de pluie. Il fe préfenta a eux, et parvint 
d’abord, par fa contenance ferme, a en im- 
pofer i ees révoltés, et A faire tomber les 
armes de leurs mains; mais la Municipalité _ 
inftruite particuliérement que cet officier 
devoit étre aflaffiné pendant la nuit fui- 

vante, 
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~-vante, le prévint fecrétement, et facilita 
elle-méme fa fortie de la ville =~ 

Il eft a obferver que M. Macarty-Mac- 
teigne avoit toujours été chéri et refpecte 
a Rochefort ; ce qui eft prouvé méme par 
Ja premiere impreflion que fa préfence et 
{es difcours avoient produite fur l’efprit des 
révoltés. Il eft donc bien prouvé qu'ils 
étoient excités par des fuggeftions fe- 
erétes. . 
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No. LX. 


Lettre du roi a Paffemblée nationale, rela- 
stivement au prétendu Comité Autrichien. 


fs s¢ Le 20 Mai 1792. 
e ne ordonné, M. le Préfident, au’mi- 
niftre de la juftice de faire part a lat 
femblée nationale de lordre qu'il vient d’a- 
drefler de ma part a l’accufateur public au 
fujet du prétendu comité Autrichien. Il 
_importe au bien de l’état que cette affaire 
foit parfaitement éclaircie. Je penfe que 
Vaffemblée nationale ordonnera de commu- 
niquer au tribunal les renfeignemens que 
plufieurs de fes membres ont dit avoir fur 
cette affaire, elle fentira aifément l’incon- 
venance qu il y a de recueillir de pareilles 
dénonciations, de n’en laiffer percer que ce 
gui peut entretenir les foupgons dans le 
public, et le danger de melaiffer ignorer les 


autres. 
(Sign¢} LOUIS.” 


soo APPENDIX, No.X 


No. X. 


Exposé de la conduite du marquis de Bouillé; 
rédigé par lui-méme pour étre remis au rot. 
“© ye n’avoit jamais cri, qu il fut nécef- 
faire de juftifier ma conduite a l’occa- 
fion du depart fecret du roi pour Mont- 
medy, et de l’arreftation de S.M. a Va- 
rennes. Entouré d’officiers qui en ont été 
témoins, dont plufieurs officiers généraux 
et autres trés-diftingués ont fuivi mon fort 
en quittant le royaume lors de ce fatal 
évenement ; ils ont pfiet du me juger, et 
ils n’ont laiffé aucun nuage fur mes inten= 
tions, fur mes démarches, ni fur les caufes 
du malheur qui m’a enveloppé avec la fa- 
mille royale. Si j’ai toujours penfé avec 
douleur a la cataftrophe de Varennes, j'ai 
erti néceflaire den garder le filence ; et fur- 
tout inutile d’accufer des perfonnes qui en 
ant fait manquer la reuffite, par Pinexécu- 
6 tion 
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tion des ordres que je leurs avois donnés; 
par leur imprudeice, et par leur peu de 
prévoyance, mais, dont les intentions étoient 
pures, et la: bonne volonté bien connue. 
Cependant, depuis que je fais qu’on a 
cherché 4 me donner des torts, 4 me ca- 
lomnier, et 4 me rendre refponfable du non 
fuccés de cette entreprife ; je crois devoir, 
quoiqu’a regret, éclairer les perfonnes pour 
les quelles j’ai dt: employer tous mes moy- 
~ ens; pour les quelles j’ai tout facrifie, tout 
éfé; pour les quelles enfin j’ai fait tout ce 
qu'un homme peut faire, dans la feule vue 
de remplir mes devoirs, ct de meriter leur 
eftime que je préfere 4 leurs bienfaits, aux 
quels je renonce pour jamais. 

* Leroi fait que des le commencement 
de la révolution, je voulois quitter la France, 
et fervir des puiflances étrangéres qui m’of- 
froient du fervice. Il eut labonté, vers le 
mois de Fevrier de Pannée 1790, de m’en- 
gager 4 refter A fon fervice et a preter 
mon ferment, m’affurant que je pouvois lui 
étre utile. J’exécutai fes ordres; et j’eus 
Vhonneur de lui écrire, que je lui faifois le 

VOL. 11, DD plus 
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plus grand facrifice qu'un homme pit fairé, 

celui de mes principes et de mes opinions, 

dans la feule vue de lui prouver mon zéle. 

Au moins de Juillet, dela méme année, toutes 

les troupes que je commandois, que j’avois 

_jufqu’alors confervées dans l’ordre et dans la 
difcipline, ayant fuivi l’exemple du refte de 

Varmée, et s’étant livrées a tous les excés du 

defordre et de la révolte; au point que je fus 

mis en joue 4 Metz par des foldats du régi- 

ment de Salm Salm, et livré 4 leur fureur 

pendant plus de deux heures ; je jugeai que 

je ne pouvois plus rendre aucun fervice au 
roi, nia la chofepublique; je demandai mon 

congé, quime fut accordé. J’allois partir, 

et fervir en Ruffie, ot je defirois trouver 

des occafions d’acquerir de la gloire, quand 

Yinfurrection de Nancy furvint, et quand 

le fils du miniftre de la guerre, Monfieur de. 

Gouverney, arriva a Metz, et m’engagea 

- faire exé€cuter les ordres du roi et le décret 
de Vaffemblée, contre la garnifon et le 
peuple de Nancy révoltés. Quelque déli- 
cate que fit cette commiflion, je fufpendis 
encore une fois mon depart, dans lefpoir 
de 
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de fervir le roi et ma malheureufe patrie: 
Aprés cet évenement, qui réuffit mieux que 
je ne pouvois le préfumer, il fut queftion 
du départ du roi; et leurs majeftés favent 
tout ce qui s’eft paflé, jufqu’au moment ot 
ce projet fut exécuté, je propofai un raflem- 
blement des meilleurs regiments en camp 
fous Montmedi, ce qui fut adopté. II eft 
vrai que pendant l’hyver et le printems, on 
m’éta mes meilleurs régimens, tels que les 
Carabiniers, Vigier Suifle, Royal Liégeois, 
qu’on en eloigna d’autres, tels que le regi- 
ment de Saxe Huffard, Royal Normandie 
Cavalerie, que je comptois employer 4 pro- 
téger le départ du roi: ce qui me con- 
traignit a en employer d’autres moins bons. 
Je propofai au roi de fortir par la Flandre 
Autfichienne, ce qui étoit plus court et plus 
facile; et de venir i Montmedi par les Ar- 
dennes. Ils’y refufa. Je propofai la route 
de Rheims par Stenay 4 Montmedi, comme 
la plus courte, la plus facile, la plus aifée d 
couvrir: on m’objecta la crainte que la fa- 
mille royale ne fit reconnue a Rheims. 
Enfin, j’indiquai celle de Chalons et de 

DD2 Varennes, 
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Varennes, quoique fujette a des inconvéni+ 
ens parcequ’il falloit paffer par plufieurs 
villes, parcequ’il n’y avois pas de pofte ¢ta- 
blie dans cette derniere ville. Je propofai 
de ne pas placer de dctachemens pour pro-. 
téger la marche du roi, en craignant les in- 
conveniens, On me dit qu’on en vouloit 5 
je ninfiftai pas. 

co Le lieu ou le roi devoit arriver et la 
route qu'il devoit fuivre, convenus ; je pro- 
pofai au roi de la faire reconnoitre par M. 
de Goguelas, officier de I’état major, que je 
favois lui étre particuliérement attache, et 
d’employer M. de N-———, qui avoit fon 
régiinent a portée, pour faire preparer les 
relais néceflaires. Le roi y confentit, et il 
me permit de les mettre dans la confidence, 
Les reconnoiflances faites, ainfi que les dif- 
pofitions projettées pour l’emplacement des 
troupes, et pour leur raflemblement 4 Mont- 


médi; j’envoya M. de N———— 4 Paris, 
pour les communiquer au roi, et pour pren- 
dre fes ordres. M.de N——— revint, et 


m’apporta l’approbation de leurs majeftés. 
Jenvoyai encore M. de Goguelas auprés: 
d’elles,, 
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elles, pour leur donner une explication 
plus détaillée de fa reconnoiflance et des 
difpofitions. Je revins peu de jours avant 
le départ du roi, qui avoit été fixé au 1g 
Juin, et M. de Goguelas me joignit 3 
Montmedi. 

“ Javois remis 4 Metz a M. de N—— 


les ordres duroi, pour les détachemens que 


je devois placer 4 Pont-de-Sommevelle et 4 
St. Menehoult, et il s’ctoit chargé de dif- 
pofer le relai 4 Varennes: il avoit di en 
conféquence, donner les inftruCtions 4 un 
capitaine de fon régiment. J’avois donné 
a M. de Damas ceux pour les deux efca- 
drons qui devoient étre placés 4 Clermont. 
M. de N———— repartit pour Paris, dans 
Vintention de devancer le roi de quelques 
heures, de l’attendre 4 Pont-de-Sommevelle, 
de prendre le commandement des deétache- 
mens jufqu’a Clermont, ou M. de Damas 
devoit fe réunir 4 lui, et efcorter la famille 
royale jufqu’a Stenay, ou je devois étre.. Je 
donnai des ordres pour les difpofitions des 
détachemens, et pour le mouvement des 
troupes qui devoient fe raflembler 4 Mont- 

DD medi 
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medi au nombre de 9g bataillons et 26 efca~ 
drons: Vartillerie y étoit déja placde ainfi 
que les effets de campement, et les ap- 
provifionnemens ctoient faits. 

““M. de Goguelas me quitta a Stenay le 
16-ou le 17, le fur lendemain du jour ot je 
recus une lettre du roi qui m’annongoit 
qu’au lieu de partir le 19, il avoit remis fon 
‘départ au 20 de Juin, ce qui me contraria 
et m’obligea de changer les ordres des 
troupes quiles avoient déja recus. J’avois 
ordonné a M. de Goguelas d’aller 4 Pont- 
de-Sommevelle avec un détachement de 40 
huffards qui devoient y attendre le roi et 
Yefcorter. Je lui remis les ordres du roi 
pour les détachemens de Varennes et de 
Dun: M. de N———, qui devoit I’y join- 
dre avoit ceux pour les autres, qui tous 
n’avoient pour objet dans le principe que 
Yefcorte d'un convoi d’argent ; ceux pour 
efcorter le roi, ne devant leur étre donnés, 
que par MM. de N-——— et de Gogue- 
Jas au moment ot ils feroient inftruits de 
fon arrivée par un de fes courriers. Ce 
dernier devoit donc attendre le roi A Pont- 


de- 
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de-Sommevelle, tenir deux relais entre cet 
endroit et Stenay, afin de pouvoir inftruire 
plus promptement les commandants de dé- 
tachement de larrivée du roi avec M. de 


N -- Il devoit placer le relai pour le 
roi qui étoit 4 Varennes, de maniére qu il 
put le trouver en arrivant dans cette ville: 
et enfin, m’inftruire de bonne heure, foit de 
fon arrivée prochaine, afin de tout préparer 
pour le recevoir, ou de fon arreftation: ou 
m’avertir s’il n’étoit pas parti, devant en 
étre inftruit par un courrier qui avoit da 
étre laiffé A Bondy et en partir A quatre 
heures du matin fi le roi n’avoit pas paffé. 
Je convinsavec lui que je refterois toute la 
nuit jufqu’a la pointe du jour, entre Stenay 
et Dun; qu il y auroit un détachement de 
Royal Allemand qui y feroit placé pour ef- 
corter le roi jufqu’a Montmedi, tandis que 
le refte de ce régiment refteroit 4 Stenay 
prét 4 monter 4 cheval. Je lui recom- 
mandai d’attendre le roi jufqu’a la nuit et 
le plus tard qu'il pourroit, et de me faire 
avertir a tems des évenemens. I] fut en 

| DD4 méme 
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méme tems convenu avec lui, ainfi qu'il 
Vavoit été avec M. de N———, que file 
roi ne vouloit pas étre reconnu, les dé- 
tachements le fuivroient de loin et fe ren- 
droient 4 Varennes: que celui de Pont-de- 
Sommevelle refteroit Ala croifiere des che< 
mins de Clermont et de Varennes pendant 
18 ou 19 heures pour arréter tous les cour- 
riers.— Tels étoient les ordres donnés, les 
précautions prifes et convenues; et que 
perfonne n’6fera me nier. 

“‘ Parrivai le 20 4 Stenay; et le 21 au 
matin je confiai aux officiers généraux, 
MM. d’Offlize, de Klinglin, et Heymann, 
le départ du roi; je le confiai également 
aux chefs de corps, Je fis. partir pour 
Mouza, village fitué entre Stenay et Dun, 
le détachement de so hommes de Royal 
Allemand, pour efcorter le roi; et j’or- 
donnai ace regiment de fe tenir prét a 
monter a cheyal, a la petite pointe dujour, 
J’avois fait tous les préparatifs pour tracer 
le camp de Montmedi, et les troupes de- 
yoient arriver fucceflivement le 21, le 22, et 


le 
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le 23. J’avois dans le plus grand fecret 
fait acheter la viande, et preparer le pain 
neceflaire. 

“ Jeus la précaution, le foir du 21, 
d’envoyer. deux officiers 4 Varennes, dont 
Yun étoit un de mes fils, pour veiller fur le 
relai du roi, et m’avertir: j’ordonnai 4 M, 
de Klinglin de retourner 4 Montmedi, afin 
de tout preparer pour recevoir le roi, et 4 
M. Heymann d’aller fur la Sauve pour y ré- 
unir deux regiments d’Huffards et les con- 
duire.au camp de Montmedi. Quant 4 moi, 
a la nuit je montai 4 cheval, et je me placai 
auprés de Dun ot je reftai jufqu’a la pointe 
du jour, ayant eu la précaution de me faire 
fuivre d’un attelage de chevaux de voiture 
pour fervir 4 celle duroi. Le jour paroif- 
fant, et n’ayant pas de nouvelles, je rega- 
gnai Stenay, afin d’étre a portee de donner 
des ordres a M. de Klinglin ct-au régiment 
de Royal Allemand, s'il €toit arrivé un ac- 
cident au roi, au quel je puffle rémédier, 
J étois ala porte de Stenay un peu avant 
quatre heures du matin, quand les deux of- 
ficiers que j’avois envoyés 4 Varennes, et 

(ce 
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(ce qui métonna beaucoup) le commandant 
du detachement dhuffards qui y  étoit 
plac¢, vinrent m/’avertir que la famille 
royale ctoit arrétée a Varennes. fe parus 
également etonné d’avoir été averti auf 
tard: je m’informai de ce qui avoit donne 
lieu a cet évenement. On me dit feule- 
ment que les troupes, foit a Varennes ou a 
Clermont, et dans les autres poftes, n’avoient 
pas fait leur devoir, et qu’elles ¢toient 
gaenées. Je jugeai que je devois m’affurer 
du régiment Royal Allemand qui étoit ma 
principale force, et me mettre 4 fa téte pour 
délivrer le roi, et que je devois protéger fa 
marche A Montmédi, contre la ville de 
“Stenay, qui étoit mauvaife, et contre Sé- 
dan, qui étoit plus dangereux par les dif- 
pofitions du peuple trés nombreux de cette 
ville, et celles de la garnifon ot il y avoit 
“untrés mauvais régiment. En conféquence, 
je donnai ordre au régiment Royal Alle- 
mand de monter promptement 4 cheval, a 
M. de Klinglin de marcher a Stenay, et d’y 
refter avec deux efcadrons des chafleurs de 
Champagne, et d’envoyer un bataillon de 

Naflau 
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Naffau 4 Dun, pour garder le paflage fur la 


Meufe: en méme tems, de faire avancer 4 
tire-d’aile le régiment Suiffe de Caftella, fur 
Montmédi, Jordonnai enfin 4 un dé 
tachement d’huflards qui ¢toit 4 Dun, et 4. 
celui de Royal Allemand qui ¢toit 4 
Mouza de fe porter fur le champ fur Va- 
rennes. Le premier de ces détachemens 
n’attendit pas mes ordres, et partit dés qu'il 
fut Parreftation duroi. Ces ordres donnés, 
jattendis le régiment Royal Allemand, qui 
fut une mortelle heure avant que de fortir de 
la ville, quoi que j’euffe ordonné qu'il fut 
prét 4 monter 4 cheval a la pointe du jour. 
Ce fut en vain que j’envoyai mon fils cing 
ou fix fois au commandant pour le prefler, 
et encore une fois, je ne pouvois rien entre- 
prendre fans ce régiment, du quel il fal- 
loit m’affurer; et j’avoue que je n’avois 
confiance qu’en moi pour l’enlever. Dés 
qu’il fut hors de la ville, j'annongai aux ca- 
valiers que le roi ¢toit arrété ; je leur lis 
Yordre de fa majefté qui enjoignoit aux 
troupes de l’efcorter et de tout employer 


pour fa fureté et celle de fa famille. Je les 
trouval 
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trouvai dans les meilleures difpofitions ; je 
leur diftribuaitrois ou quatre cent louis, et 
je me mis en marche 4 la téte de ce régi- 
ment. Ilya huit trés grandes lieuesde 
Stenay 4 Varennes, et un chemin de mon-— 
tagnes trés difficile. Je voyois avec regret 
qu’on m’etit averti aufli tard: je pouvois 
l’étre deux heures plutdt fi on n’ett pas per- 


du un inftant 4 m’envoyer quelqu’un de 
Varennes dés que le roi y ctoit arrivé ; j’€- 
tois €galement faché de la lenteur, que le © 
régiment Royal Allemand avoit mife a 
monter a cheval; et je regrettois d’avoir 
perdu deux heures et demie: non que je 
craignifle de ne plus trouver la famille | 
royale a Varennes, ne pouvant imaginer 
que la municipalité de cette ville 6fat forcer 
le | partir pour Paris, et fuppofant 
qu’au moins, on auroit exécuté l’ordre que. 
javois donné de ne laiffer paffer aucun cour- 
rier fur la route aprés le paflage du roi, 
Toute mon inquictude portoit fur les ob- 
ftacles que la lenteur du fecours que je con- 
duifois au roi angmenteroit foit pour le dé- 
livrer, foit pour fa fureté dans-fon retour; 


et - 
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et chaque quart d’heure de perdu les mul- 
tiplioit ainfi que les dangers. Je fis donc 
le plus de diligence poflible. Je rencontrai 


A quelque diftance de Varennes, le détache- 
ment de Royal Allemand que j’avois fait 


partir d’avance, arrété dans un bois par des | 
gardes nationales qui les fufilloient. Je les 
fis difperfer, et je me mis 4 la téte de ce dé- 
tachement, fuivi a peu de diftance du refte 
du régiment. J’arrivai 4 neuf heures un 
quart auprés de Varennes, et je reconnoiflois 
Pendroit pour le faire attaquer dés que le 
régiment feroit arrivé, quand je vis un dé- 
tachement des hufflards de Lauzun qui 


_ étoit en dehors de la ville dont le com- 


mandant M, Deflong vint 4 moi, et m’an- 
non¢a que le roi étoit parti depuis une heure 
et demie. Il en etoit alors neuf et demie, 
je fus rejoindre le régiment Royal Alle- 
mand et M. d’Offlize, qui ¢toit a fa téte. 
Je propofai de paffer outre. M. Deflong, 
qui avoit <té dans Varennes, et qui avoit 
parlé au roi, me dit que le pont etoit em- 
barraflé, méme rompt, qu'il avoit voult 
paffer la riviére, mais, qu'il n’avoit pt trou- 

ver 
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ver de gué. On m’objedta a la téte du ré- 
giment que la garnifon de Verdun marchoit 
fur nous; que nous pouvions tout au plus, 
faire 4 lieues encore, ce qui €toit infufhfant 
pour joindre le roi: le régiment en avoit 
_déja fait prés de neuf trés vite, et je ne vis 
| aucune volonté d’aller plus loin, ce qui vé- 
ritablement devenoit inutile. Je ramenai 
donc Royal Allemand a Stenay, d’ou je 
partis pour Luxembourg avec les officiers 
généraux et plufieurs officiers particuliers 
au moment ou on deliberoit pour nous ar- 
réter: Vordre en ¢toit méme deja donné 
fur la frontiere ou nous paflames de force, 
en effuyant quelques coups de fulil. 

“¢ Je demande fi on peut m’imputer d’au-— 


cune manicre, d’avoir été caufe de ce mal- | 


heureux évenement ; s il a d¢pendu de moi, 
de remédier A tous les torts qu’ont eu les 
perfonnes employées a l’exécution de ce 
projet ;. dont aucune, on peut le dire, ex-, 
cepté M. de Damas, qui eft venti de fa per- 
fonne X Varennes, fa troupe ayant réfufé de 
le fuivre, n’a fait fon devoir et n’a exécuté 
mes ordres. Jignore pourquoi M. de 

Soa! Goguelas 


s 
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Goguelas et M. de N——— porteurs des 
ordres du roi, chargés de l’exécution des 
miens, et de toutes les difpofitions; n’ont 
pas attendu le roi 4 Pont-de-Sommevelle : 
pourquoi ayant quitté ce pofte d’ot dé-: 
pendoit le fuccés, ils n’ont pas fuivi, ou 
Yun deux au moins, la grande route que 
devoit prendre le roi: pourquoi arrivés 3 
Varennes peu de tems aprés le roi, au lieu 
de perorer la municipalité et la garde na- 
tionale, et de demander aux huflards s’ils 
étoient pour le roi ou pour la nation, ils ne 
font pas tombés fur-la populace qui étoit 
alorsen petit nombre et ne!’ont pas diffipée : 
pourquoi ils ne m’ont pas fait avertir fur le 
champ, devant calculer quil falloit au 
moins trois heures 4 un courrier pour faire 
les huit grandes lieues de Varennes 4 
Stenay, une demie heure pour préparer le 
régiment Royal Allemand et fortir de 
Stenay; et quatres heures et demie ou cing 
heures pour le conduire a Varennes, ce qui 
employoit huit heures etdemie. Sion eut 
fait partir quelqu’un pour m/’avertir des 
onze heures et demie: j’arrivois a fept 
heures 


416 APPENDIX, NoX. 


heures et demie ou huit heures, et je pou- 
vois fauver le roi. Pourquoi encore, ne 
pas prendre les mefures qui avoient été or- 
données pour arréter A St. Menchoult les 
courriers de Paris, et Vaide de camp de Me 
de la Fayette quisont décidé le départ du roi 
de Varennes. Pourquoi, s’ils n’ont ptr le 
délivrer, n'ont ils pas pris tous les moyens 
pour l’empécher de partir, et il y en avoit 
mille. Je dis toutes ces chofes. 4 regret, 
et uniquement parcequ’on m/’a afluré quils 
avoient réjetté fur moi les évenemens de 
cette journée, et que pour s’excufer ils 
avoient dit au roi, que je devois arriver et 
que jarriverois pour le fauver. Mais, il 
falloit que je fufle averti 4 tems, il falloit que 
jeufle avec moi des forces fuffifantes pour 
forcer tous les obftacles. Pouvois-je laiffer 
de régiment Royal Allemand dans Stenay 
ou il pouvoit étre enfermé par les gardes 
nationales et le peuple comme les dragons 
Pont été X St. Menehoult ct 3 Clermont? 
Ne devois-je pas m’aflurer de ce régiment 
fans le quel je ne pouvois efpérer de dé- 
livrer le roi, ¢tant informe qu'il y.avoit un 


I peuple 
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peuple immenfe deja raflembl¢ 4 Varenne 
que les dragons de Clermont avoient refuf’ 
de marcher, que les huffards de Varenr 
étoient mal difpofés? Ne devois-je pa 
prendre des precautions pour aflurer ’ _ 
marche du roi de Varennes. 4 Montmcu. 
contre la ville de Stenay et celle de Sedan? 
Et fi on m’eit fait dire qu'il falloit arriver 
fur le champ fans perdre un moment, avec 
ce que j’avois dans la main: moi feul, je 
ferois parti a Vinftant, et j’aurois négligé 
toutes les precautions que j’ai cri indifpen- 
fable de prendre. Mais, je demandai. des 
nouvelles de M. de Goguelas de M. de 
N———. A peine put on m’en donner, et 
je n’en entendis pas parler. 

“< Je crois que fi on veut examiner avec 
impartialité ma conduite, que je rougis 
d’étre obligé de juftifier, on verra que mes 
difpofitions ont été exatement ordonnées 
et que j’ai été le feul a ma place. Le ré- 
tard qu’on m’accufe d’avoir mis 4 conduire 
le fecours au roi ne peut étre imputé qu’a 
ceux qui m’ont fait avertir de fa fituation. 
Décidé a tout tenter pour le fauver, il m’é- 
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mit trop important d’arriver avec des forces 
ffifantes pour le delivrer le plutét poffible, 
que inftant de perdu, multipliant les dif- 
cultés et les dangers. 

“ On a ete jufqu’a me reprocher Ia lettre 
que jai écrite 4 l’aflemblée, didtée, a-t-on 
dit, par un efprit de fanfaronnade. Dans un 
moment de fureur et de vengeance, je n’ai 
eu d’autre objet que de détourner celle du 
peuple qui etoit déerigée contre le roi et la 
reine. A-t-on pti s’y meprendre? Euflé-je 
été, fans cela, aflez in conféquent pour me 
mettre dans le cas de faire confifquer mes 
biens, de me faire profcrire, moi et les 
miens; de faire mettre ma téte a prix; de 
me faire pourfuivre par les poignards; fi 


je n’avois eu le deffein de fauver le roi?” 


END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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